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important truths, which he was well aſſured, had 1 | 


both . ad MIN from the _ 
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45 is s ſafe, and may be highly probe in the 
jſſue; but in theological, matters, the riſque. 
15 certainly far greater; | wherefore, t wy Author | 


bath ſaid nothing, fave hat „ 
lieves to be founded on the 830 of . 


Fe is ſenſible, how widely his notions differ 5 


from many of the preſent prevailing 


| He flatters himlelf, that he is open to convic- 195 
tion, and pants for the knowledge of the truth. 
He judges no man, nor throws out iliberal 


aſperſions on any ſect, or ſet of opinions, main 15 


tained by others ; and, therefore, appreh 1 : 
| himſelf intitled to the fame. candour, in the i 
exerciſe of his own private julgment. M oft 5 


heartily he coincides with tlie followi wing Series. 

ments advanced by Dr. Prieſtley, 1 in one of his 

Dedications. . « 0 is our r bulineſs, wii | N 1 
N * called | 
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Many have objected to extemporary prayer, 


a4. 


and not a few have been diſſatisfied with forma. 
“„ ho 


V ; R * I s E ME N T. 
ar ly wrong. we SY 
KS our er. i aid 6 om ſome quartet” 
or other, in almoſt all our acquiſitions; wu 
then ſhould we abſolutely reject, v iy be 
ſeryiceable to us, in our audre fing the Sup reme 
Being. We know, that the humble, heart- 
felt, warm petition of the Publican, was ſupe- 
rior to the pompous declamation, of the con- 
ceited Phariſee. "Yet, 20 we would de very 
careful in ſpeaking to an eart ly prince; ; how 
much more ſhould we ſtudy, to let our werds 
be well ordered, in praying to the wes | 
: Sovereign of the Univerſe, and nfallit 
Searcher of Hearts, with whom we never- 
theleſs have to do, both as our preſent witne 
and as our future judge? Habit is not leſs of- 
ficacious in religious, than in other exerciſes. 
Many weak, but ſerious perſons, may be much 5 
' iffiied by forms, in the beginning of a ſtricliy 
pidus courſe of life, that afterwards 9 more 
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= = AD VERTISEMENT. is 
h Beim bd before the Worthipful, 
Society of Antient F. ree Maſons was preaches 
. the Author was in a; very bad ſtate of health. 
7 he had yielded to their requeſt, and un- 
dertaken the taſk, it was doubtful, whether 
be would be able to come to his pulpit. The | 
diſcourſe gave ſatisfaction to a reſpectable, | 

and crouded audience; 75 and the Preach er was 


7 from. 'che-ſeveral Tenge, who! had: WIR 
- the proceſſion. of the day. "Although juſtly 
dedicated to Wen in particular, he now ſub- 
mits it to the e, Brotherhood in ge- 
neral. )) 8 
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+ 5 Yabez. was more © | 1 
hren: and his 5 17 5 


mother it * name 
* 1 bare him with 


. that thou would/f 25 me indeed, and. IO 40 
enlarge my coaſt, and that thine hand might 
be with -me, and that thou woulaſt keep 
me from evil, that it may nat grieve me. 
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| biftory of chriſtianity, there is ſearce 
any event more remarkable, than the con- 
verſion of the apoſtle Paul. To elucidate 
| re X uences, as re- 

latiye to himſelf, and the evidences of revela- 
tion in general, hath not only employed, one 
of the moſt amiable pens of the preſent age, 


but alſo yielded the moſt pleaſing,” and fatisfac- | 
tory meditations to © contemplative” minds. 
From a blood perſecutor 1 to become a"zealous | 
"preacher, "'was ' an amazing change. From 
ſtanding high in favor of the chief prieſts, 
and other great men of his nation, to coun-' 
teract the very authority wherewith he was n- 
veſted, can only be aſeribed to divine gr 
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But yeſterday, Paul, being a 4 Jew, 


was buſy in planning ſchemes for rooting out 
the name of Chriſtian, and if he could not 
| do all he could, to hand-down 


-obliterat 
that of the bleſſed Jeſus, as an impoſtor and 


deceiver. While to-day, as is mentioned in 
the ninth chapter of this book, in his journey 
to Damaſcus, bleſſed with revelations of the 
truth, mixed with grace and glory, he bluſhes 
at his former guilt, deteſts his own commiſ- - 
fion ; reveres the name of Chriſtian, and crys 
out in ſincerity, and the language of holy zeal, 


« Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?“ 
The change was not more ſudden than total. 
His heart, ſpirit, and temper being changed, 

.renewed, and altered; for the fame reaſons, 


which he meant to perſecute others, he in his 


turn is now perſecuted. 


- In the twenty- ſixth chapter: of this book, 


writ by a cotemporary author, and a com- 


panion of St. Paul's in preaching the goſpel, 


we have a minute account from his own lip 


given. to King Agrippa, and Feſtus the Ro- 
man Governor, of his wonderful converſion; 


confirmed by various anecdotes of himſelf, in- 


5 terſperſed ee his epiſtles, which cannot 
have eſcaped the attentive reader. Now it 
muſt of neceſſity be, that the perſon atteſting 


theſe things of himbel and of whem they are 


related in ſo authentic a manner, either was 


an impoſtor, who faid what he knew to be 
with an intent to deceive z or he was an 


| edu, who by the force of an over-heated 


imagination > 


* 


he ſaid, „F 
deceit; or what he declared to have been the | 
Cauſe of his converſion, and to have 
in conſequence of it, did all really hapgen. 
_ That he was not an impoſtor, who ſaic, Wat 
he knew to be falſe, with an intent to deceive, 
appears from this; that he could have no ra- 
tional motives to undertake ſuch an impoſture, 
nor could have poſſibly carried it on, with an 
ſucceſs, by the means which he e red. 
The inducement to ſuch conduct muit have . 
been one of theſe two; either the hope of 
advancing himſelf by it in his temporal in- 
tereſt, credit, or power; or the gratification 
of ſome of his paſſions, under che authori _ | 
it, and by the means it 'afforded. I 
_ increaſing his wealth by this meaſure, cn 
tain conſequence was, not only the loſs of all 


chat he had, but of all hopes of acquiring more. 


Thoſe he left, had it in their power to ag- 
grandize him the ſect he embraced, was 
under the greateſt, and moſt univerſal con- 
tempt of any, then in the world... Could the 
diſciple of F Gemaliel eee he med u 
credit or reputation, 

aà college of. fiſhermen” y ep He . 
well, that the ae e crucified, was 
Aa ſtumbling. block to the Jews, and to the 
Greeks fooliſhneſs, Was Power his Object ? 
Juſt the contrary is true. Did he pretend to 
| IF ſuperiority over the other oſtles ? No. 
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He declared himſelf the ha 18 Cl. FEY 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints. In ſome. re- 
ſpects, he might have favoured his own am 


 bition, for be preached the goſpel in parts of 


the world, where no other apoſtles had been, 
where Chriſt: was not named, till he brought 


the knowledge of him; avoiding to build upon 
another man's foundation. But ſo far was he 


from taking advantage of this, or of his ſu- 
perior learning, that he made light of all thoſe 
attainments, declaring, he came not with ex- 


. cellency of ſpeech, or of wiſdom; but de- 
termined to know nothing among thoſe he 
converted, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified; 


ing the following as hin: Teaſon : : c That 
their faith ſhould not ſtand in the wiſdom * | 


men, but in the power of God. 


Since then he had nothing to gain, let us 


conſider what he gave up, and what he had 


reaſon to fear? He gave up a fortune, which 
he was then in a fair way of advancing. He 
gave up that reputation, which he had ac- 
quired by the labours of his whole life, and by 


2 behaviour which had been blameleſs, touch- 


ing. the righteouſneſs'which is in the law. He 
gave up his friends, his relations, and family; 


from whom he eſtranged himſelf for life. He 


gave up that religion, which he had profited 
in, above many of his equals, in his own na- 
tion, and theſe traditions of his fathers, which 
ho had been more exceedingly zealous of. 
Neither could it be the gratification of any 


other — under the * of that re- i 


lieion, | 


; gion, or, by the meam it afforded, that cout 
be his inducement. Witneſs the uniform 
tendency of his writings; the nature of his 
every precept; and the whole tenor of his own 
conduct. Had he been an impoſtor, he muſt 
have had confederates, which could only be 


the apoſtles,  betwixt whom and him, it is 


entirely unreaſonable, nay poſitively abſurd, to. 
imagine there could be confidence, except on 
the ſuppoſition, that his converſion was real. 
Doth he not declare to the Galatians, He 
neither received the goſpel of any man, neither 
was he taught it, but by the revelation of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Beſides, we find that at An- 
tioch, he withſtood Peter to his face, and even 
to reprove him before all the diſciples, be- 
cauſe he was to be blamed. 4b Such See wks 
| on to truth alone 
onſider the iiclltias: hy had to 6 encoun- 
ter, and the hazards. he muſt run, in under- 
taking the arduous taſk of becoming the great 
apoſtle of the Gentiles; and making them 
Willing to relinquiſh eſtabliſhed cuſtoms, and, 
confirmed habits, in order to embrace the 
humble, the ſpiritual, and ſelf-mortifying doc- 
105 trines 1 the und ee 5 40 A: com- 
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(No buwan means employed by St. Paul in the 


converſion of the Gentiles, were, or could be. 
adequate to theſe difficulties, -or to the ſucceſs,” 


which we well know attended his work; 


which ſucceſs we only aſcribe to a ſuper- 


natural power going along with, and aiding = 
his miniftry ; becauſe, no other was equal to 
the effect. In conſequence whereof, ' he tells 


the Corinthians, That his ſpeech and preach- 


ing was not enticing words of man's wiſdom, 
but in demonſtration of the ſpirit and of 


power.” 1 Cor. it. 4. And to the Theſſa- 


= in word 9 alſo in power and in the | 


Toly Ghoſt.” Theſſ. i. 5. 
I To aſcertain more fully his converſion, it 
may not be improper, to examine whether he 
was an enthuſiaſt, who by the force of an over 
heated imagination impoſed upon himſelf. En- 
thutiafm conſiſts of the ee ingredients: 
great heat of temper—melancholy—ignerance' 


—credulity, and vanity, or ſelf-conceit. It is 
true, his zeal was eager and warm, yet tempered 


with prudence, and even with the civilities of 
life, as appears by his behaviour to Agrippa, . 
Feftus, and Felix; and unlike the blind incon- 
fiderate rage, which animates the generality of 


enthuſiaſts. From all we know concerning 


Pau}, there is not the leaſt foundation to aſcribe 


melancholy to him; and none can be fo trifling, 
as to impute ignorance to ſuch a maſter of 


jewiſh, and even greek literature. Inſtead of 8 


credulity in ſeveral caſes, he ſeems to have been 


- 5 7 9 
| * ſlow of belief; which might. be proved 
by a variety of particulars, . Though vanity be 
— N a principal ſource of enthuſiaſm, 


he cannot be ſuſpected of it, in whoſe writings = 
there is not a circumſtance or word, that inti- 
mates it in the remoteſt degree; ſo far from it, 
he qwns he "76 ge nat to be called an Apoſtle, 
becauſe he had ecuted the church of God, 
To the comp: n of his boſom ſecrets, he de - 
clares; „ This is a faithful fa 1 12 and worthy 
d of all acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came ape 
e the world to ſave ſinners, of a I am chief, 
60 Howbeit for this cauſe I obtained mercy, that 
*in me firſt Chriſt Jeſus might ſhew-forth : 
« long-ſuffering for a pattern to them, which 
i Mary hereafter believe in him to life everlaſt- 
ing. . 
2 When he ſet out for Damaſcus was he nat in- 
veſted with every power he had deſired; and 
might do juſt what he.pleaſed ? What fruſtrats 
ed we ns. We eaſe Og viſion; which 
could not be a phantom own. creating, 
for he was not alone when he ſaw it, Could. b 
his attendants be ſo infatuated as to fall fr 
their horſes, together with Saul, and be ſpeech». 15 
leſs through fear, waen nothing extraordinary 
had happened, either to them or to him, elpes 
cially — this. viſion took capes at mid- day? 
His tranſactions with Ananias, and the power 
of working miracles, eminentiy confirn a 
truth of his divine converſion. l | 
Might not it, by the enemies of aha truth be | 
farther aſked, if the Ap * was eee he 


* 


' / fraud of others; may not all he ſaid of himſelf = 
de imputed to the power of that deceit? Such 
à ſuppoſition ſcarce deſerves a ſerious anſwer : 
Mould it ever enter the minds of the Apoſtles ' 
bf Chriſt, to turn his perſecutor into one f 
themſelves, at the period when he breathed onlx 
fury againſt them? Or if ſuch a thought had en- 
ftered, is it not abundantly manifeſt, that it was 
pPhyſically impoſſible for them to execute it, in 
_ _ the manner we find his converſten to have 
been effected; nor could the fraud of others 
produce thoſe miracles ſubſequent to it, in which 
9 he himſelf was active, and to which, as folid . 
evidences, he appeals in many of his epiſtles. 
Jo return from this ſhort view of the cir- 
cumſtances attending his converſion, in the 
chapter where our text lies, we find him accuſ- 
ed by that fawning ſycophant, and 3 1 
orator Fertullus, who after ſome very groſs 
adulation paid to the Roman Governor, repre- 
ſents the Apoſtle as a profane perſon, and mover 
of ſedition, hereby making him impious to— 
wards God, and unjuſt to men. Permiſſion 
being granted, Paul replies: he ſoon reduces to 
- filence this conceited ſpeaker, and it is probable . 
in direct reference to the charge brought againſt 
him, profeſſes his conſtant endeavour to keep a 
_ conſcience toward God and toward man; an 
exerciſe truly acceptable in the fight of God, 
and highly improving of human nature; an 
obligation not more incumbent on Paul, than 
on every rational creature; and on every chriſ- 
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var? . of Sh . a a WD 
tian in à more eſpecial manner, - 
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* e and the neceflity of Ie. | 
charging it. Conſcience is a natural ability of 
diſcerning the nature of our a tions, whether | 


_- yoo or bad; and that not alone in reſpect of 


men, but of ſome Being ſuperior to man; for 
vrhen he hath done things unlawful, though 
ſuch as no man can accuſe him of, becauſe no 
man doth know ; yet even then the individual is 
accuſed and tormented; then he hath ſomething 
in him — arraigning, accuſing, and 
terrifying; a deputy of the Moſt High, fitting | 
within him, and controlling him. Rom. ii. 14, 
15. For when the Gentiles which have not 
te the law, do by nature the things contained in 
© the law, theſe having not the law are a law 
„ unto themſelves; which ſhew the work of 
d the law written in their hearts, their con- 
« ſeience alſo bearing witneſs, and their thoughts 
the mean while accuſing or elſe excuſing one 
c another.“ That which the conſcience of 


every man beareth witneſs unto, is: Nyc a 


5 mu for that is a thouſand witneſſes. 
Among the various qualities of the ee 
mind, there is none nobler, or more Worth of 
attention than conſcience, that reflecting power 
of the ſoul, which recalls the paſt, and paſſes de- 
+ terminations on the preſent; ſitting as umpire 
in the human breaſt, and (clothed. with the 
. pens of God's vicegerent, it poſitively | 
either acquits or condemns, in proportion to our 
obedience or diſobedience; like a wiſe law- 


5 W 


giver, as well as juſt ju 


the law, mentions, nay even enforces with pe- 
culiar ſtrength, both the reward and the penalty, 
nor ever brings in its accuſation, till after a von- 
luntary and manifeſt violation. In vain there-. 
fore hath it been diſputed in the ſchools whether 
conſcience be an act, a habit, or a faculty? 
The Apoſtle maketh it a diſtinct faculty, when 
he ſaith of unbelievers & that their minds and 
& their conſciences are defiled, and becauſe it 
hath the name of the whole heart given unto it. 
1 Sam. xxiv, 5. And it came to paſs afterward 
<« that David's heart ſmote him, becauſe he had 


e cutoff Saul's ſkirts,” 1 John iii. 20. © For if 
« gur hearts condemn us, God is greater than - 


« our heart, and knoweth all things.“ This alſo 
appears, from its having a certain general, and 
univerial command over all the other faculties; 
the very buſineſs of it is to diſpoſe the hearts of 
men aright to the: word of God; and to employ 
all their other powers for- that purpoſe. It hath 
been well defined the book of the ſoul, to cor- 
rect which all books are written. Now theſe 
things conſidered, moral obligation. appears ta 
be of a ſacred nature, and of indiſputable autho- 
rity, The neceſſity of diſcharging this duty of 
keeping a good conſcience follows ofcourſe ; 


for it would not be eaſy to conceive why man- 


kind enjoy thisdiſtinguiſhing faculty, if there was 
no erime in diſclaiming its power, or rejecting 
its dictates: diſobeying its holy admonitions, - 
weakens its power, and leſſens its influence, ſo 
that if we would have its authority preſerved, 

* 1 more 


: 7 * * : 
7 certain thin that inattention to its awful, 


voice deſtroys our beſt intereſts; tenders us 


miſerable here, and, if perſiſted in, will ſubject 
do infinite pain hereafter. Conſcience, though 
naturally the friend of man, if abuſed and in- 
ſulted, will leave the unhappy wretch to the ar- 
bitrary ſway of irregular paſſion; a condition 
the moſt deplorable that can well be imagined ; 
the danger of which principally appears in this, 
that 9 God himſelf has taught or re- 
_ quired from us, effectually works on the mind 
only by the medium of conſcience : it is upon 
this the divine ſpirit in his operations, ſets home 


the terrors of the law; by its ſacred authority - 


it enjoins obedience to the laws. and precepts of 


our God and Saviour: by the ſeverity of ite 


rebukes, it is calculated to prevent wilſul tranſ. 
greflion ; 3 by the preſſing nature and frequency | 
2 its admonitions, it removes all manner 
for ſin ; and by the ſolid peace it affords, 
ſweetly leads to the performance of all 


eee org Hence it follows, that if in- 3 


ſtead of modelling the temper and biaſs of our 
mind, our conduct and 8 in life, by 
the word of God, in ſuch a way as preſerves 
undiminiſned, the power of this deputy, to alarm 


and reproach us for ſins of omiſſion or com- 


miſſion; we, through the hardneſs of our hearts 

be devoid of this ſpiritual care — deaf to its hea - 

ven- inſpired voice; nor turn from evil at its re- 

proof, the diſtance from Eaſt to Weſt is not ſo 

2 as e which ſuch a 0 of life ne 
e. 


( 12 ) 
dreſſes them in the following affectin I 
_ uttered by the wiſeſt of men: < Becauſe I have 
called, and ye refuſed, I have ſtretched out my 
hand, and no man regarded: but ye have ſet. 
at nought all my counſel, and would none of 
<« my reproof: I alfo will laugh at your cala- 
< mity ; I will mock when your. fear cometh: 
When your fear cometh as deſolation, and 
e your deſtruction as a whirlwind; when diſ- 
4 treſs and anguiſh' cometh upon you: — 
64 ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer; 
2 they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 
1 #5 me: for that they hated knowledge, and 
« did not chooſe the fear of the Lord.. 
At the cloſe of every day ſpent in the habits of 
"ke, the finner in the road to perdition, almoſt 
keeps pace with the ſun, journeying from bluſh- 
ing morn to ſable eve: As by painful feelings 
we are taught what is hurtful or deſtructive to 
the body, ſo by thoſe of conſcience we learn hat 
is hurtful to the precious ſoul; and by hearkening 
or refuſing, we contribute to its life or death. 
Can tongue then tell their caſe who overcome; 
or, to ſpeak more properly, for a time ſilence 
this inward monitor? Are they not in the 
weakneſs of their ſtrength more fooliſh than 
the fabulous giants of old, ſince with far better 
opportunities of inſtruction, they dethrone the 
| | Vicegerent of the Almighty Thundeter, and dare 
the vengeance of an angry God. Well may 
_ the infalliable oracles call this treaſuring up to 
chemſelves, wrath againſt the day of Wrath. 
. to the cuil of 1 5 ſtrangers to the bien. 


5 5 ality 6 
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| 0 of the divine law, equally inſenſible to the 7, 
amazing diſcoveries of e e pre- 


ſerving goodneſs, or redeeming love, they lead 
their 15 
ten never awakened, till the dreadful. period, 
when tears are fruitleſs, yows but-words of 
conn, and repentance profiteth not. 
haut hoping I ſpeak to thoſe whoſe: conſciences 
are ſtill alive, permit me to recommend the 
keeping it void of offence, elſe it will be an 
unremitting tormentor. Even among the 
heathens we are told that Nero, the po of 
mankind, having killed his mother ina, 
confeſſed that he was often troubled SD her 
ghoſt, Caligula, another profligate wretch, 
at the leaſt thunder and lightning, would cover 
his head, and hide himſelf under his bed. Com- 
mon experience teaches us the ſame thing re- 
ſpecting murderers and thieves; many of whom, 
through the pangs of their own remorſe, have 
been totally unable to conceal their guilt, or 17 . 
from the puniſhment due to their crimes. If 
we may credit hiſtory, or the | poetic page, Ri- 
_ chard the third, after wading through blood to 
the throne, never perfectly enjoyed himſelf; he 
found his throne to be but a bed of thorns; 
was full. of fear and horror, and dreamed the 
night previous to his death, that devils were 
tormenting him; which in fact amounted to no- | 
thing more, than the conſciouſneſs of his crimes. 
Wicked men are ſeldom without fear. If. xxxiii. - 


7 14. © The ſinners in Zion are afraid, fearful- | 


bw neſs hath * the hypoorites * Who 


ves as the beaſts that periſh, and are of- 


: WR) 
« among us ſhall rell weh the devouring fire? 
< Who among us ſhall dwell with everlaſting 
< burnings ?” Such are afraid after committing 
4m, though in ſecret, knowing there is aſupreme 
zudge who can call them to account, Pſalm 
li. 5. «Then were they in great fear where 
< qo fear was, for God hath ſcattered the bones 

& of him that encampeth againſt thee, thou 
_ = haſt them to ſhame, 8 God hath 
<C deſpiſed them.” roo a word, what avails it 
that no one knows, if you yourſelf know ? On 
the contrary, the pleaſures of a good conſcience 
are beyon« deſcription. Paul and Silas could 
fing, and Peter ſecurely fleep in priſon,” David 
could trumphantly” TR in wo in the 

greateft dangers.” | 

2 David was greatly diſtreſſed, for” 60 people 
** ſpake of ſtoning him, becauſe the ſoul of all 
the people was grieved, every man for his 
< ſons, and for his daughters, but David en- 
< couraged himſelf in the Lord his God.“ St. 
Auguſtine calls peace of conſcience the ſoul's 
Paradiſe. Solomon calls it a continual feaſt; 
and the poet could adviſe, Let this be as a bra- 
zen wall of defence: to be conſcious of no 
crime, and to turn pale from no fault. For 
an evil conſcience will embitter all the com- 
forts, and give the keeneft edge to all the woes 
of life. In company it will force its way, and 
| in feline Gftralh y u: in the thickeſt ſhade ft 
will prerce the 20 in your moſt private 


hours, its laſhes may probatly be the moſt 
ny felt. When flow confuming a: > 


«KAnd 


en confcrence is more dan 


TT) 


or more acute 1 and rapidly deſtroying 
fevers, threaten to hurry to judgment, it raiſes 
its convulſing voice, which friends cannot 
foften, nor riches, nor honours bribe, nor aught . 
bello the fun aſſuage. The ſcreen wove by 
decency, and painted by ſelf-conceit, is now 
| forever drawn. Then forgetfulneſs of God, 
rejecting the truth, and in that the means of 
grace and ſalvation, with every act of vice un- 
repented of, ſtare the ſinner in che face, and 
torture with the quickeſt ſenſibility. Then 
were all the world to be the minſtrel, the heart 


would refuſe to be comforted; ' Go then, fook=. 


iſh man, and when thou feeleſt checks for fin; 
fly to thy jocund companions, deceive the time 
and thyſelf with merry purpoſes, with buſy 
games; feaſt away thy cares; bury them and 
8 ylelf in wine at — after all, pen tremor 
Sl return, when thou wakeſt, perhaps i in ter- 
tors of the night before thou wakeſt 3 nor will 
be repelled, till it hath ſhewn thee thy deme. 
| rits, nay not even then. So the ſtrieken deer 


having received a deadly arrow, where the 
| ſhivered ſhaft hath left the ſteel behind, runs 


from one thicket to another, unable to miti- 
gate his pain with change of place, and finds 
his wound worſe by continuance, ſo the ſtrick 
oully affected, by 
| how much lefs it appeareth. The death-bed 

| of the finally impenitent, fmarts for the wilful 
acdjournings ef repentance, whereon, how many 

TREE we heard raving about former fins, and 
_ teartully deſpair W WEE Wn 
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of comfort. At. firſt: they ſinned and cared 
not, now they ſin, and know not. Appetite 
was their lord, Reaſon their ſervant, and Re- 
ligion they wiſh now to make THO . In 
days of health, when things ſucceeded, they 
thanked either their fortune or their wit; and 
rather made a falſe God, than acknowledged 
the true: if things went ill, they cried out 
againſt Providence, and blamed him, to whom 
they would not be beholden. Their conſcience 
would fain have then ſpoken with them in pri- 
vate, but they would not hear it: perhaps they 
ſet the day, but diſappointed it; and when the 
inſulted friend changing to a foe, cried aloud 
for audience, they drowned. the piercing noiſe, 
with the tumultuous. uproar, of what the world 
calls good fellowſhlip. They never named 
God, except in oaths, nor thought of him ſave 


in extremitʒ. 


To prevent or get rid of this, there is but 
one way. Conſcience muſt have ſatisfaction 
from ſome ſolid ſource, or it will torment. Fly. 
to the goſpel, truſt in the Saviour's name and 
merits: it is here where the wearied dove may 
find the olive of peace. Hence of enemies we 
become ſons, and if ſons, then may we ok | 
expect and challenge, not only careful provi- 
ſion, and ſaſe protection on earth, but an ever- 
laſting patrimony above. By the ſhedding of 
blood is the remiſſion of ſins, and upon remiſ- 
ion follows reconciliation, and on reconcilia- 
tion peace. After this ſhould conſcience 
alarm, bring forth the acquittance 00 


\ | | +: 


blood, and ſealed from heaven upon thy. faith - 
and virtue; ſtraightway ſhalt thou ſee the 
fierce and terrible look of thy conſcience 


changed into friendly ſmiles : and that rough. 


and violent hand, which was ready to drag thee - - 


4+ 
* 


for thee againſt every adverſar x. 
In a word, to be armed againſt the keeneſt 
darts of adverſity, and proof againſt the fears 
of death, keep your conſcience always pure, 
which leads us to conſider, wherein it conſiſts. 
It conſiſts in, and ariſes from, a ſincere uni- 
form performance of every duty we owe, whe- 
ther to God, or to man. Reſpecting ſuch ex- 
erciſe, the hearts of men are deceitful: above 
all things, and deſperately wicked. From ex- 
perience we collect this; ſeeing, when reduci ng | 
conſcience to an entire ſilence is too hard for 
us, we vainly attempt compounding the matter, 
by plaeing ſome principal part ſor the whole. 
It would be almoſt endleſs to characterize the 
various methods, which vieious men take to 
pan m ã,.jññß] 
Some are warm in the defence of ſcripture, 
and of orthodoxy, even in its moſt incompre- 
henſible points; are ſtrenuous advocates for 
what they deem the purity. of the faith, would 
diſpute to their laſt breath, the juſtneſs, of their 
peculiar tenets, or ſect; would be ſorry you 
ſuſpected their love of truth, though it may be 
very evident, they are mere blockheads, who, 
negligent of internal purity, cold, and luke- 
wa II eee in practice, dare 2 


1 * 


EN TT Wy i: 
call themſelves religious. Others imagine 
beauty of moral character to be all that is re- 
quiſite, and pay their whole attention to the 
formation of this, from other principles an 
motives, than thoſe enjoined in the goſpel. 
Now either of theſe by itſelf is inſufficient, 
but both of them conjunctly, will prove effec- 
R oe „ 
That you are true to your word; juſt in 

ur dealings; faithful in your engagements; 
pitiful to the diſtreſt; charitable to the poor; 
and courteous to all, are ſomething more than 
praiſe-worthy qualifications. Poſſeſſing theſe, 
is ſo far good, that the conſcience is void of 
that offence towards men, which is chargeable 
upon thoſe, who are guilty of the oppoſite 
vices, ſuch as perfidy, talſchood, cruelty, in- 
_ juſtice, want of charity, compaſſion, with the 
other feelings, indicative of the milk of human 
kindneſs. The exerciſe of the above virtues, 
is a coming nigh the heavenly gates; but to 
what laſting purpoſe, if they enter not in? 
Why pay tithes of mint, aniſe, and cummin, 
if they neglect the weightier matters of the 
law ef God; juſtice, judgment, and faith? 

Why thus punctual in diſcharging your duty to 
men, if unfaithful in thoſe you owe to God, 
who all certainly are, that totally neglect re- 
velation, nor ſincerely ſeek the approbation of 
the Supreme Being, provided they have the 
means of enjoying both, freely offered them. 
The virtuous Pagan will be ſaved; the irreli- 
gious Chriſttan cannot, Sitting under the 

7 beams 
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7 
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beams of the goſpel, we, enlightened by theſe, 
muſt purſue immortal lifes through him, who _ 
is the way, the truth, and the life. Till once 
we make conſcience of theſe things, as well 
as of propriety in behaviour, we are criminal 
in the fight of the Deity, and by no means 
 Imitators of that pious work, whereunto the 
Apoſtle, as he tells us in the text, exerciſed 

The reaſonableneſs of it may be argued thus. 
Doth every thing we enjoy proceed from God, 
and do theſe require no ſuitable acknowledg- 
ment? Doth all we hope for depend on the 
will of God? And ſhall not this dictate ſome 
cChearful obedience, mixed with adequate de- 
grees of ſelf-denial. Grant we were. perfect 
patterns of virtue to men, will this tolerate 
our being unjuſt to the Almighty? In a reli- 
gious point of view, it is rather ridiculous, to 
affect nicety in the tranſactions of civil ſociety, 
while, in our more awful concerns with the 
Searcher of hearts, we rob him of the honour. 
due to his name, his providence, and grace. 
What though our character be free from blame 
in the eyes of the world, if unholy and worth- 
leſs in the eyes of infinite purity? A cele- 
brated Divine, relative to this particular, hath _ 
been hardy enough to affirm, © No crime of 
« a deeper dye, could be laid to a man's 
charge, than that he confides in a morality 
“ independent of God, which hath neither 
“ his love for its root, nor his glory for its 
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1 the other hand, our ad: + may he be 
in ſome reſpects void of offence towards od, 
yet not to man. Probably, like the lark in the 


natural world, we ſing the dawn of- goſpe! 


day; acknowledge ſalvation to be of grace; 
inſpiring holineſs in heart and life; frequent 
the means of inſtruction, and ordinarices” PF  - 
divine appointment; and omit not either do- 
meſtic, or cloſet duties. So far we do well, 
andfhun' that guilt, which the careleſs and pro- 
Fane contract. But after all, there is e 
here, for which the tongue is not ſufficient: 
deceit, 'with every evil work, may ftill keep 
their ground in the heart; for „ 
theſe fair profeſſions, the individual may be a 
cruel maſter; a bad huſband; a rigorous fa- 
ther; an unchafte wife; an unfeeling miſ- 
treſs; an inconſiderate mother; an undutiful 
child; a falſe friend; or mere eye ſervant, 
whoſe conſcience ' of courſe is 8 n 
men. The faith of ſuch is dead, ſince it 
Aduces not the fruits of righteouſneſs. D 
arrogant are his pretences to devotion, and de- 
luſtve his raptures on redeeming love, whoſe 
heart is the reſidence of malice, and wheſe 
tongue is edged with poiſonous ſlander. To 
imagine that much talk about a Redeemer, or a 
bigotted attachment to popular preachers, will 


a tone for unſound hearts; ſullen, ſulky tempers, 


or cover bad practices, is highly contrary to the 
genius of the goſpel, and 88 abe in 
the 0 of God. 


* 


Hence 


Xt mn mY 
His we mer, thitt to have bur conſcienct 
Void of offence, both to God and man, im- 
plies a regular diſcharge, of all the ties 3 in- 
cumbent upon us, relative to both. We muſt 
believe with our whole hearts the truth; con- 
feſs it with our mouths; and adhere to it in 
our actions; making each one, whether | hon | 
or ſmall, the herald of our choice. 1 
Another obſervation we ſhall offers. ads 
"om: the word always in our text, This de- 
notes the uniformity, . or habitual nature of the 
duty. It ſuffices not when in diſtreſs, or par- 
ticularly touched with what the Apoſtle calls 
the terrors of the Lord, that we ſeek to keep 
our conſcience clear, if after the promoting 
cauſe is removed, we return again to folly, 
How many fick-bed- reſolutions hath health 
diſpelled? How many: pious vows have been 
ente by proſperity? A ſure ſign either 
that they have not been fincere ; or if fincers, 
reſiſted: and who ever hardened 'himſelf agai 
the Almighty, and proſpered? The man of 
unaffected piety is ſtedfaſt and immoveable, in 


maintaining the extent of a good conſcience, 


„ all oppoſition, from whatever quarter. 
To this let us add a few directions, for the 
maintainin We and preſerving of a good con- 
ſcience. We have ſeen that the offices of con- 
ſcience are to ſhew what we aught to do; ta 
bind us to the performance, and to witneſs to 
the matter of fact, and the morality of actions, 
whether they be good or evil. province 
allo is bo teſtify of Gud :=to'accuſe and ſting 


} 


men, or to excuſe and.comfort them. In ge- 
neral, it adviſes—perſuades—reproves. It is 
naturally hard, which made the Apoſtle re- 
mark, 1 Tim. iv. 2.“ That there were thoſe 
« who ſpoke lies in hypocriſy, having their 
, conſcience ſeared as with a hot iron, and 
it is an indubitable mark of a happy change 
_ taking place in the heart, when it begins to be 
"8 tender, and humbly acknowledges the guilt, 
WW — which it never perceived, or felt before.— _ 
Thus the pious Ezra prays, ix. 6. O my 
« God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my 
tc face to thee-my God, for our iniquities are 
« increaſed over. our head, and our treſpaſs is 
« grown up unto: the heavens.” © I and my 
„ houſe have ſinned,” cries David, after the 
viſitation of the Prophet; and holy Daniel 
thus bitterly bemoans, ix. 8, 9. O Lord to 
« us belongeth confuſion of face, to our kings, 
< to our princes, and to our fathers, becauſe 
« we have ſinned againſt thee. To the. Lord 
& < our God belong mercies and forgiveneſs, 
“ though we have rebelled againſt him.” It 
is well known, that Hezekiah humbled himſelf © 
for his pride of heart. Scripture condemns all 
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thoſe inward luſts, which are in the fountain of 
the heart, though they mingle not with the 
actions. The conſcience of a good man con- 
demns, as far as the word of God goeth; 
whereas the merely refined moraliſt, condemns 
not himſelf in ſecret, nor takes notice of the 
proud emotions, which ariſe within; he feels 
not the preflure of them. 
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| The having a good . is a work 9 
1 and only to be performed by the moſt 
| intenſe application. A few cold wiſhes, or 
feeble acts, will never ſucceed. You muſt be 
| diligent in the uſe of every means of mental 
improvement; in proportion to which will be 
your inward peace. We muſt pray fervently 
for that knowledge, which reſults from a real 
conviction of the truth, crying to the Giver 
of all wiſdom, © Shew me thy ways, O Lord, 
© and teach me thy paths; O lead me forth in 
« thy truth, and learn me, for thou art the 
God of my ſalvation.“ If in this manner 
we have conſtant recourſe to the Father of 
lights, we have reaſon to hope, that we ſhall 
be kept from falling into thoſe things, which 
would wound our conſcience. For the pre- 
cious promiſe of the ſupreme Being to every 
| ſuch enquirer is,“ That if thou acknowledge 
« him in all thy ways, he ſhall direct thy ſteps. 
« Them that are meek, ſaith the Spirit, ſhall 
c he guide in judgment, and ſuch as are gentle, 
« them ſhall he learn his way.“ Aboye all, 
ſeek the knowledge of Chriſt crucified ;* che 
more we ſee into this myſtery of redeeming 

love, the greater will be our abhorrence at ſin, 
and the more eager our deſires. after that holi- 
neſs, without which no man ſhall the Lord. 
When we conſider what it coſt the Prince of 
Love to fave us from it, ſhall it not excite us 
to ſhun, and hate it? Let us then pray for 
© power, to maintain our integrity in the day of. 
trial, | Conſcious of our own weakneſs, let us 


truſt | 


-truſt in that Lord, in whom is - everlaſting 
ſtttength, and willingneſs to fave his people in 
all their diſtreſſes. Let us revolve in our .— 
minds the contents of the goſpel:— to the vir- 
tuous mind the whole appertains; —-there we 
find the merciful interpoſition of divine grace 
and power bequeathed ; and if we are ſpiritual- 
ly importunate, the accompliſhment to us will 
be granted. When temptations from without, 
or within affault, may we find his grace ſuf- 
ficient for us, and his ſtrength perfected in our 
Weakneſfſss. n 
Another direction we would ſuggeſt is, 
watchfulneſs; which is more peculiarly requi- 
ite, becauſe that even after we have begun the 
_ virtuous conflict, former habits of vice may in 
an unguarded moment allure us. Whereas, 
if we walk circumſpectly, like ſtrangers in a 
_ dreary wild, We ſhall be made to hear a 
voice behind us, ſaying, this is the way 
< walk ye in it; when ye turn to the right 
e hand, or turn to the left.“ Before ſin con- 
13 ceived in the heart finds acceſs at the tongue, 
1 we muſt, if not obſtinately wicked, experience 
-a check within, powerful enough to control. 
Previous to our diſhonouring our nature, or 
Hurting: our immortal intereſts, the inward mo- 
nitor gives a ſhriek, ſufficient to change the 
payee in every breaſt, where virtue reigns. 
To acquire this ſenſibility of conſcience, we 
muſt be active in the chriſtian life, vigilant on 
3 occafion, and jealous over Gurſelf. A 
good conſcience, ſpiritually, is an enlightened, 
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(ts adit an active, and pure conſcienee, 
«4 I thank God, ſays Paul to Timothy, * 
whom I ſerve from my fathers with a pure 
„ conſcience, cleared from m guilt by the juſti- 
, fication of the Spirit. For ſaith the ſame 
Apoſtle to the —— « How much more 
« ſhall-the blood of Chriſt, who through the 
Eternal Spirit, offered himſelf without ſpot 
« to God, purge: your conſcience from dead 
« works to' ſerve the living God? Let us 
& draw near with a true . in full aſſurance 
of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an 
5 evil conſcience, and our bodies nenn 
« pure water. 

A third direction is,—oppoſe che manners 
1 ways of a ſinful world. To do this, yet 
live comfortably-in it, and have dependencies 

on it, is exercile indeed, We grant it. But 
like probing a wound, previous to applying the 

remedy, it muſt be endured; if with a pure con- 
ſcience we would enter into lifes; Life and death 
differ not more from one another, than the 
eſtimate of the world, and that of the Deity, 
whoſe ways are not as our ways, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts. What paſſes for 
trifles in the opinion of the one, may be a per- 
fect abomination in the ſight of the latter; 
conſequently, the exertions of manly fortitude, 
and of an evangelic faith muſt be ſtrong, to 
withſtand thoſe inconfiſtencies to the divine 
will, and religious character, which the world 
allows of, and ſupports. To dare to be ſingu- 
Krinche OS — ap exyoined: by the 


ſcripture 


tb }: ; 
ſcripture rule, is an inſtance of the nobleſt he- 
roiſm. To dare to walk in an unbelieving age 
by faith, and not by fight, diſcovers the ge- 
nuine ſpirit, of a candidate for a.bright and im- 
mortal crown. Such a warfare vigorouſly 
carried on, will be a powerſul means of pre- 
venting our ever giving a dangerous compli- 
ance to their maxims, who. know not God, 
and obey not the goſpel of the Lord Jeſus 
JJ er re on ol „ 
Allow us to ſubjoin one direction more, for 
reſerving a conſcience void of offence, which 
is to mortify and ſubdue our irregular appe- 
tites, and ſtudy to render our judgment quick, 
in diſcerning the true value of external ob- 
jects. Unleſs this is the caſe, riches will bribe; 
pleaſures intoxicate ; and honours allure God 
will be forgotten ; a Saviour unapplied to ; our 
ſouls neglected, and the ſtill folemn voice of 
conſcience unheard. Such diſmal effects are 
theſe, that we truſt they need only be ſpecified, 
to create in us a warm emulation, of the con- 
trary courſe of life.” | % a wel 
Let us all be perſuaded, to weigh maturely 
the importance of having a good conſcience, . 
and wiſely conſider the danger, of lulling this 
deputy, and judge aſleep. While the word of 
God is our primary, may this always be the 
ſecondary rule of our actions. Day by day 
Jet us retire into the private contemplation of 
our own minds, and placing ourſelves at this 
tribunal, reverentially aſk its verdict upon our 
conduct, our deſires, and purpoſes, Never 
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may we think that time loſt, which is ſpent in 


ſearching into our deceitful hearts, to diſcover 
our various foibles, and the fin which doth 


moff eaſily beſet us, that we may better know 
how to conquer them, and what needful ſup- 
plies of divine aid we want. O how ſecure 


and bleſſed are they, who feel the joys of par- 
doned fin | Well might the Apoſtle fay, 2 Cor. 


| 4. 12. For our rejoicing is this, the teſti- 
% mony of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity 


“ and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, 


“ but by the grace of God, we have had our 
« converſation in the world.“ For the fruits 


of a good conſcience are peace and pardon 


| here—the approbation of God, with infinite 
felicity, in the regions of perfect love and de- 


light; through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Sa- 


viour. Amen. 
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40. Ts Was more OE 55 55 brethren oh 
and his mother called his name Fabez, Jayinge- 5 


e I bare him with. forraw.. And Faber 
. called on the Cod of: 1ſraet, ſaying, Ob, that 
- thau- wouldeſt. bleſs me. indeed, and enlarge my. 


and that thine. hand might be with me, 


| a _ that: thou wonld/t | 4 from cuil that 
it may not grieve me. l ee . 


wy that ie 11 rpg.” 
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unable to arrive at the hi gheſt endowments 


of humanity, or to realize all the happineſs of 
which he is capable. Security and convenience 
lead him to ſociety. When encumbered on 
every ſide, and preſſed with wants, he has re- 
courſe to that quarter, whence: he expects the 
moſt ſpeedy and ample relief. In diſtreſs, he 
needs no maſter, to teach him the language of 
ſupplication; for nature dictates both the mode, 


and e Hence, tis origin of prayer, 


which 


and even in a natural ſenſe, perfectly : 
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ich i in an evangelical ſenſe, is commonly ſaid 


to be the firſt of duties, as faith is the ſirſt of 


graces. It implies dependency in the peti- 15 


MN tioner; and power either real or imagined i in 


the object thereof, to grant the wiſhed for aid. 
Did not the heathen in his own imagination, 
annex virtue to the graven image, would he 
bend before it? Would the Mahometan travel 
to Mecca, through barren deſarts and ſcorching 
ſands, if he believed the Prophet to be an im- 
poſtor? Would the Perſian proſtrate himſelf 


before the ſun, if he thought the ſplendid lu- 


minary deaf to his entreaty, or unable to re- 
dreſs his grievances ? | 


And whence ariſes prayer, among thoſe en- 


Joying revelation, and the light of the goſpe} ? 


But from a ſenſe of our relation to Ged ; his 
ſovereignty over us; his ability to help us ; and 
becauſe it is a chief method of thanking him 
for favours received, which we cannot by any 
means repay, and teſtifying our confidence in 


his goodneſs, reſpecting our every hope, and 


future concern. A ſerious view of this our 
infant ſtate, plainly ſhews the propriety of the 
duty; the nature of the ſupreme Being to 
whom it is addreſſed, demands its ſincerity ; 
and the almoſt incredible .conſequences of it, 


| proclaim its utility. It may hyperbolically be 


nominated the key to heaven, ſeeing it more 
immediately, and directly places us, in the aw- 
ful preſence of him who can bind the ſweet in- 


 Auences of Pleiades, and looſe the bands of 


Orion; who can _ W 8 Mazzaroth in his 


ſeaſon, 
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ſeaſon, and guide Arcturus with his ſons : 
who can ſay to the ſea, Hitherto ſhalt thou 
come, but no further, and here ſhall thy proud 
waves be ſtayed. May we be allowed the ex- 
preſſion, it is the Poſt, nay the winged Courier, 
who brings news of the better country to the 
weary traveller; and who by intimating in 
plaintive notes, the - Chriſtian's diſtreſs, to his 
compaſſionate, though exalted Captain, pro- 
_ cures the promiſed—the needful ſuccour. 
Jo be more particular, prayer inſpires cou- 
rage, and magnanimity in evil times. When 
every thing around us tends to diſcourage, it is 


our being with our Heavenly Father, as in a 


ſpecial manner we are in prayer, that renders 
us bold. Acts iv. 13. Now when they faw 
the boldneſs of Peter and John, and perceived 
that they were unlearned and ignorant men, 
they marvelled; and they took knowledge of 
them that they had been with Jeſus.“ Prayer 
unaccompanied with a fervent love of God, is 
but words, without meaning or energy. A 
formal, though habitual kneeling, morning and 
evening, or at whatſoever time; a lifting up 
the hands and eyes to heaven, without the 
heeart's being intereſted in the moſt feeling 
manner; or a cold and unimpaſſioned utterin 
of ſentiments, however well arranged ad 
| Choſen, is but an unavailing ' reſemblance of 
prayer. That ſpecies of it, which will reach 
the heavenly throne, and bring down an anſwer 
of peace, conſiſts in, and flows from faith, 
repentance, love, humility,” obedience, thank- 


ET oe 
ales reſignation, A 3 3 
Ii 


The neceſſary ayocations of life, and the many 
infirmities of human nature, prevent our be- 
ing always engaged in acts of devotion nor 
is it indeed required ; yet the ſoul, ever active 
and free, might much oftener than it is, 58. 
exerciſed in me my of Ade ee or. 

praiſe 
Beſides, prayer is not to be conſidered as a 
tribute, which we owe to God, more than as 
the means, of thereby deriving ſtrength, and 
comfort to our on ſouls. Our wants are 
daily, and the temptations leading us aſtray 
are daily, wherefore our prayers ought to be ſo 
too. But admitting them to aſcend from the 
moſt pious and benevolent heart; to be ever 
ſo ſeaſonable and proper; yet we muſt beware 
of aſcribing merit to them, or of growing remiſs 
in our endeavours, after We have perſormed 
them. This would be putting them, in one 
ſenſe, in the place of Chriſt's atonement, 
which is directly oppoſite to praying in his 
name, and would indicate a ſpirit, uninformed 
by his example. The frame and temper, in 
Which a Chriſtian ſhould addreſs the Eternal 
Throne, ought to be warm and prefling. For. 
the Almighty Inhabitant, far from being diſ- 
| pleaſed 3 this earneſt importunity, is rather 
delighted with. it. Perhaps, he is the only, 
debtor, that ever thought himſelf obliged by 
the demands made upon him. He is the only 
one, that pays what we never lent him. 
e if We aft i in a careleſs and indolent 
BY 5 manner, | 


„ 
POE he wiſely defers his Uberalicies, ©! not I 
from any inability, or unwillingneſs to beſtow, - 
but becauſe' a kind of violence, is in this caſe 
agrecable to him. He that forbids us to touch 
another's goods, rejoices to have his own in- 
vaded; and the ſacred word, which condemns: A 
the violence'of: avarice, praiſes that of faith. 

In a word, prayer is a lifting up of the heart 
to God our Father, in the name ànd mediation 
of Chriſt, through the Spirit, whereby we de- 
fire the good things he hath promiſed in his 
word, and according to his will. In it alk 
graces are concentered; for prayer is charity, | 
it is faith, it is a conformity to God's will, a 
deſiring according to the views of heaven, 
an imitation of | Chriſt's interceſſion. - Like” 
Themiſtocles, who, when he had diſpleaſed the 
eaſtern monarch, by way of gaining favour in 
his eyes, the next time he appeared before him, 
brought his ſon in his arms; ſo we muſt have 


* 


recourſe to the omniſcience and omnipotence 


of the Deity, with the Saviour in our- hearts 
and mouths. Add to all theſe particulars, the 
utmoſt purity and fincerity, remembering, that 
the prayer pf the wicked 1s an abomination.to 
the Lord. We muſt alſo have a quiet ſub- 
miſſive ſpirit, which after reverently invoking 
: him, reſigns itſelf, and all pertaining te 

us, to be guided and governed by him. Io 

aſſiſt us here, we may ſtudy the prayers of 
Abraham, Jacob, Samuel, David, Daniel, the 
Publican, TW and others mentioned i in ak 
wee, ... le 
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All prayers made for wrong ends are odious. 
For example, he that prays only to be ſeen of 
men, and whoſe ſole ſcope is to win applauſe, 
hath his reward; to ſuch, God faith, What 
haſt thou to do to declare my ſtatutes, or that 

thou ſhouldeſt take my name in thy mouth, 
ſeeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and caſteſt my 
words behind thee? All imprecations upon 
qurſelves or others, are highly offenſive in the 
ſight of God: ſo are the prayers made from 
oſtentation of gifts and abilities that way; 
as are likewiſe thoſe proceeding from mere 
. profeſſional duty, without the heart being in 
the leaſt affected or engaged. In conſequence 
of this, how painful is it to witneſs the preci- 
pitancy, with which numbers ruſh into this 
ſolemn act; in direct contradiction to the ad- 
vice of the wiſeſt of men? Be not raſh with 
thy mouth, neither let thy heart be haſty to 
utter a thing before God. They durſt not be 
ſo preſumptuous, on the privacy of an earthly 
prince. Others again, on the oppoſite extreme, 
with equal, if not ſuperior guilt, ſeem to take 
pains, and enter on the duty with great gra- 
vity, and apparent ſeriouſneſs, yet aecoſt the 
Jupreme Being, with ſuch expreſſions of low 
_ familiarity, as ſhock the ear of chaſte judg- 
ment, and refined underſtanding, L229 

On account of our manifold imperfections, 
the natural levity of our minds, and the almoſt 
continual intruſion of ſinful thoughts; ſhort 
prayers, with a warm and fixed attention, are 


do be preferred to thoſe that are vague, inde- 


„ terminate, 


1 „ 
nn and long. Be mindſul to gi 
thanks for benefits, formerly granted to 
\ prayers... Ten were made whole, complains _ 
our. Saviour, but where are the nine? none 18 | 
returned to glorify God, but. this ſtranger, 
What we have often aſked, and give thanks 
for, but ſlightly ; proves, that we regard our- 
ſelves too much, and the glory of the Creator 
too little. Purſue your own petitions look 
up to heaven for an anſwer; and liſten to what 
God od replies inwardly by his ſpirit, or outward- 
ly by his providence. Singular and almoſt im- 
mediate anſwers have frequently been received, 
if we credit hiſtory. Thus we are informed 
by an eccleſiaſtical hiſtorian, that five and 
twenty of the Waldenies, in the Vallies of 
Piedmont, after having ſought divine aſſiſtance 
by prayer, aſſaulted the enemy ſo courageouſ- 
Iy, that their hearts began to fail them, eſpe · 
cially on perceiving the former fall down on 
their knees, ers they came to fight; yea, the 
ic ſo ſeizedthem, that many, as they were 
flying for fear from this intrepi handful, were 
drowned in à ſmall brook, which they had to 
paſs over in their retreat. of our 
Engliſh hiſtorians have „ that the 
night previous to the engagement, which'put 
William in poſſeſſion of the crown, was ſpent 
by the Englith in rioting and. drinki - ag, but ** 
the Normans in prayer. 5 
. To return from this ſhort. * Garin. on. 


prayer, we may obſerve, that these are three: 4 


e in ſeripture, B — *. and | 


(a6 © 


much kttended to, among Chriſtians of 

ll en That inimitable one, the 

Lord's prayer; Agur's, as recorded in the 
Book of Proverbs ; and Solomon's moſt ani- 
mated piece of devotion at the dedication of 

the Temple; which is narrated in the 8th 
Chap. of 1ſt Kings. That one now read, as 
poious, if not equally comprehenſive, with 
eeither of the laſt two, is leis known, owing 
to what cauſes is not eaſy to ſay, unleſs, that 

like a precious ſtone on the ſea-ſhore, it is apt 
to be overlooked, amongſt the innumerable 
common pebbles around it. Its ſituation, is” 

jn a portion of ſcripture ſeldom read, and w 

ſuch a cluſter of Practical: piety is not 

| pected. 4 
The two Books of Chronicles are bete 0 
to have been written by Ezra, after the ape tf 7 
loniſh captivity, and are called by the Greeks 
Paraleipomena, that is, additions or ſupple- 
'ments, becauſe they contain many circum- 
ſtances, omitted in the other hiftorical books. 
This firſt book begins, with a genealogical ac- 
count of the Iſraelites from Adam; and in the 
ninth verſe of this fourth chapter, mentions 2 

Tiemarkable perſonage called Jabez, which fig- 

4 - mifies grief or ſorrow. Ihe reaſon of his be- 
ing ſo called, was the extraordinary, affliction 
his mother endured at his birth. Whether 
ſimilar to Rachael, who for a like reaſon called 
Benjamin, Benoni, ſhe died in child-bed, we 
Lannot ſay; nor can we eaſier tell, who was 

. his N or e HL e 5 
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About Jabez himſelf we know nude, if mY 
1 except what is here told. It is ſaid he 
was more honourable than his brethren ; either 
that he had more eminently diſtinguiſhed him 
ſelf in a military capacity; had obtained ſome 
high civil diſtinction, or what ſeems more pro- 
bable, only becauſe of a piece With bis prayer, 


ſuperior to his brethren; that is, tribe in gene- 


ral, or family in particular, on account of. his 


ſhining virtues, and ſingular piety. . 

And Jabez called on the God of Lrael. We 
know how much addicted to idolatry the de- 
ſcendants of Abraham were; their condition, 
when this worthy character dwelt amongſt 
them is unknown to us: perphaps they were 


at that very period, running faſt into the 


worſhip of ſome of the neighbouring nations; 
whilſt kn ſtood, firm to his faith, and called 


on the God of Iſrael, This name was given 


to Jacob, upon his wreſtling with the Angel 
of the Covenant; and by it the body of the 


Jewiſh nation is frequently deſigned, as in 


theſe words But Iſrael which dello ed after 


the law of righteouſneſs, hath nat attained to 
the law of righteouſneſs. Rom. ix. 31. The, 
Lord tiles himſelf the God of his people in 


general, I am the Lord thy God: which, 


words denote, the Jews collectively; and inti- 
mate the providential care of heaven being 
around them, in ſuch à manner, as might eaſily 5 
diſcriminate them from all other nations.— 
In other places, a peculiar people among them, _ 


with TOY of the Gentiles, are Ray: een 
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thus in theſe words of the Apoſtle, And 16 alf 
Iſrael ſhall be ſaved. Rom. xi. 26. Now the 
whole race of the Jews were not ſaved, nor at 
laſt will be ſaved, but thoſe who fear God, 
and work righteouſneſs in every nation, and in 
every age, will be accepted of him. There- 
fore every virtuous mind is a deſcendant of | 
Irael, though Abraham be ignorant of him. 
. And Jabez called on the God of Ifracl,” 
9 either with thoſe, who ſtill adhered to the pu- 
rity of religious worſhip in general, or with 
his own family, whom he might have by early 
care ſecured, or by a mild exerciſe of his au- 
chority, obliged to join in the ſervice of the 
true: God; or in private by himſelf, which 
Tenſe the words feem to fat N 
This famous prayer, naturally divides itſelf 
into three diviſions, though we confefs, the laſt; 
may by ſome, be thought two ſeparate ones; 
and the concluſion, or effect of the prayer ex- 
prefled in theſe words And God granted 
him that which he requeſted.” _ 
Ihe firſt of theſe petitions 1 O that 
thou wouldſt bleſs me indeed. To bleſs is a 
word of various ſignification, and the meaning 
of it, may for the moſt part, be beſt aſcertain- 
ed from concomitant circumſtanees. Thus 
God is faid to bleſs, when he receives into his 
favours; when he pardons ſinners; when he 
promiſes ; when he gives children; or victory; 
or increaſes worldly ſubſtance; Were it neceſ-- 
fary, paſlages ef ſeripture might be quoted, 
1 "oy: "_ is — in —— of cheſe re- 
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ppects. Even man is ſaid to bleſs, when he 


{mcerely prays for, or earneſtly wiſhes well to 


another. Thus Moſes left the tribes 3” and 


each dying father, who hath led a virtuous life, 
and is poſlefled of the genuine ſpirit of the 


goſpel of Chrift, if the manner of his death 


permits, leaves his- religious fare wel his bleſ- 
ſing to his children. Although this petition of 


the honourable Hebrew, nights be conſidered 


as regarding both ſpirituals and temporals; yet 


ſince the latter is evidently implied in the next 


petition, we for the fake of perſpicuity, ſhall 


explain this, as craving divine matters. Simi- 


lar to this requeſt, is that of the wreſtling pa- 
triarch— F will not let thee go, except thou 
bleſs me; in which the holy man, beſides de- 


liverance from his brother's wrath, inſiſted upon 
an acquiſition, more ſublime and ſpiritual. On 


the other hand, we are apt to think, that when 
Eſau with tears did cry, Haſt thou but one 


dleſſing, O my father?” he looked no farther 
than earthly proſperity; a convincing; proof of 


what hath been already conjectured. ' It was 


real Aden that Jabez was deſirous to obtain 


from God, inexhauſtible ſource of all true 


. bleſſedneſs. e 1. heart was chiefly ſet upon 
thoſe things, which are of a ſolid and durable 
nature; he: Wh for bleſſings that ſurvive the 


general wreck of nature, and would 'accom- + 


Fi — him beyond the grave. No creature: can 


— 


be poſitively happy, but in a ſtate of friendſhip, 

and ſacred communion with his Maker; This 

0 5 won! in a deliverance from whatever 
Oo 3 


ü 1 ; or - ou termi- 
nate in future miſery; and in the ſenfible com- 
munication of all that is abſolutely requiſite for 
gur preſent Pe, and glory in the life to 
come: - = 3 ; 
In this requeſt of Tabes, perhaps theſe 7 . 
are entreated. O that thou wouldeſt bleſs me 
with the knowledge of thy ſelf, and all thy 
wondrous perfections, which ſhall impreſs my 
mind with ſuitable ideas of thy greatneſs; and 
direct me to a ſteady, and rational worſhip of 
thee, who art a ſpirit, and muſt be worſhipped 
in ſpirit and in truth; whereby I ſhall be pre- 
ane from idolatry. O that thou wouldeſt 
bleſs me, with a ſpecial view of thoſe diſcove- 
ries made to Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, con- 
cerning the various benefits, which thou in- 
tends to my country and people, that my re- 
ligious habits may be ſtrengthened, by living 
on the ſame precious promiſes; rejoicing in 
the ſame hope, and glad to contemplate the 
goſpel-day, «or far , 
No doubt the promiſes. were handed down 
from father to ſon. The prophets, who at in- 
tervals appeared, confirmed them, and added 
freſh ratifications of them to every ſucceeding 
race. Even previous to the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, what had been revealed to the fathers, 
each had an opportunity of being acquainted 
with by tradition. It was afterwards eaſy to 
diſcern, that ſo many uncommon rites and ce- 
remonies, related to ſome very important end: 
to _—_ the full im nport, Was a circumſtance 
| | ps. worthy 
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# -worthy the · cloſeſt . conſiderations; ſeeing:bene=, ö 
fits, general and particular; ſpiritual and tem- 
poral ; preſent and future; were all thereb7 


prefigured and even. à foretaſte of them, 


through, theſe mediums, conyeyed. To re- 


Elohim: of my obligation to ſerve thee, and 
love thee; thou ſource of uncreated light and 


ſtrength, with my whole heart. Thou, by 
means of reaſon haſt made me wiſer than the 


fowls of heaven, or the. beaſts that .periſh.; 


though by the diſtinguiſhed gift, Lam ſubjected, - 
to thy moral government, and ſtand, account-. 


able for every word, thought, and action. 


Bleſs me with a ſenſe of my own immortality, 
and render me careful to act that part, which, 
thou requires, in order to the obtaining thy 
5 and living for ever. in thy gracious pre- 
ence. , Convinced that thou the infinite I Am, 


art the ſavereign diſpoſer of all events, help 


my. weak. 2 to trace the numerous, 
le 


and complex links of dependance, between the 


work, and the Almighty Workman; that ſo 
viewing the connection, yet inconceivable diſ- 
tance between thee and me, the ſolemn awe 
may be ſhed abroad in my heart, while the 


mild influence engages my affections; render. 
ing the adoration of thy Majeſty my delight 
ful. taſk, and a ſeries of obedience to thee, my 
bountiful Preſerver; adorned with. inceſſant acts 
of love and benevolence, towards my fellow 


0 that thou wouldeſt bleſs me, with a per- 
manent and juſt notion, of my relation to thee 
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atures,. the #hole ſtudy of ING: it's 
kind providence may I caſt all my cares; and 


its amazing depths, be enabled daily, more 


cloſely to explore. Theſe, with ſuch other ſpi- | 


ritual bleſſings, can alone ennoble my nature; 
improve my every faculty; and make me hap- 
py in the coming ſtate of my exiſtence; then 


Thou fountain of fullneſs, be pleafedto grant m me 


theſe indeed. 

To an equal import the Chriſtian prays— 

O that thou-wouldf bleſs me indeed, with ade 

” word ideas of thy exiſtence and ſupremacy— 
arent of good | prevent my entertaining groſs 


notions of "wt or thoſe in any way unworthy 
pf, or derogatory to thy ſelf-derived Majeſty. 
Let me not reſt ſatisfied with a ſcanty mea- 


ſure of divine knowledge, ſeeing the volume 
of nature, wherein thy nature is wrote in large 


capitals, lies open to every eye; and more ei- 


| pecially, fince thine unbounded mercy, hath 


_ unfolded the moft accurate volume of thy re- 
vealed will, each portion whereof breathes di- 


vini ; each line tells ſomething of thee, and 


| the favour of the whole, is as the garden of 


the Lord. Nature through all her works 


* : 


_ ſpeaks thy wifdoin, power, and goodneſs ; but 


revelation celebrates thy love, and proclaims 
thy free grace, and never ending compaſſion. 


Inſtructed and affifted by theſe, may I render 


the homage and attention due to the honour, 


and the every mandate of fo Ms: yet . 


8 a God. 


View 


View the- nce betweer Jabez 1 
Chriſtian : the former lived under an imperfect 
diſpenſation, viz. the ſubſtance, under the ſha- 
dow; and ſaw the bleſſing under a cloud. 
The latter beholds the ſubſtance unveiled, and 
now walks in the light, the darkneſs of « cere- 
mony. being aboliſned. Of courſe he prays 
O that thou wouldeſt bleſs me, with clear and 
ſatisfactory views of the truths of the goſpel 3 
with hearty diſpoſitions to embrace them, and 
with a ſaving diſcovery of the great myſtery, 
God in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſelf. 
Being fully perſuaded of the evidences of 
Jeſus being the of all, who believe in 
his merits, help me to adhere moſt firmly to 
him, and invariahly to purſue his great, and 
perfect example. The holy Jabez, with num- 
bers of you men under Ns Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion, had only feeble” glimmerings of a future 
ſtate, and root M reſources to apply to, in the 
virtuous conflict; whereas life and immortality 
being clearly brought to light by the goſpel; 
O Heavenly Father impart to my ſoul, the be- 
nefits reſulting from the manifeſtation of a Re- 
deemer in the fleſh ! grant me vital union to 
him my ſpiritual head—pardon of all my fins 
through his blood, and ſanctification by the 
Ray 25 and. all conquering operations of the 
oly Spirit, whom he hath un as a comp 
Ae alſo, to all his follower s. 
The ſecond petition in this e e 
is— 4 And enlarge my coaſt.” * Though the 
glory of God is our — 
mor | 


. 


* 


—_— 


'F " ) 1 
mortal concerns of the greateſt conſequence, 
yet a limited and prudent care about our ſitua- 
tion in life, is alſo requiſite ;—witneſs a peti- 
tion in the Lord's prayer to this purpoſe—wit- 
neſs Hezekiah's carrying the proud Aſſyrian's 
boaſting letter before the Lord.; which are ſuf- 
ficient grounds, for our mingling with the tears 
flowing from ſorrow for fin, thoſe proceeding 
from hardſhips in our external lot. We doubt- 
leſs are authorized to ſpread our temporal, as 
well as ſpiritual: wants before the hearer of 
5405 provided we keep them in their proper 
place. Jabez firſt prays for the moſt valuable 
benefits. then for the leſſer. To underſtand 
the meaning of the requeſt, as uttered by him, 
let us recollect, that Canaan was given to the 
children of Iſrael as a right, which they were 
to obtain by conqueſt ; for which reaſon it was 
ſecured by degrees, and equally divided, How- | 
ever, as mankind multiplied exceedingly in 
thoſe early ages, they would of courſe require 
2a larger tract of land for ſubſiſtence, than what 
fell to their ſhare in the firſt diviſion; which 
probably was the caſe of Jabez. His cireum- 


number of his family, induced the venerable 
ſupplicant to have recourſe to divine provi- 
dence, rather than truſt the arm of fleſh,— 
This trial of a narrow inheritance, the tribe 
of Dan experienced, who enlarged theirs by 
violence. Joſh, xix. 47, And the coaſt of 
e the children of Dan went out oo little for 
1 n en the children of Dan went 


* up 2 


ſcribed poſſeſſions, not being equal to the 4 
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e up to fight "againſt Leſhem; and took it, 


WY 


ec and ſmote it with the edge of the ſword; and 
4 poſſeſſed it, and dwelt” therein, and called 
"io; 2 Dan, after the name of Dan their 
c father. How full of inſtruction to the 
kings of the earth, and the great of this world! 
How guilty, in this reſpect, are the bulk f 
mankind? In what deep anxiety do we often 
perceive them about the means, while they 
nieglect him, from whom comes the increaſe of 
ſubſtance, or the nipping blaſts of poverty? 
From this branch of the prayer it manifeſt. 
ly appears, that Jabez conſidered the ſupreme 
Being, as he, who fixes the bounds of our ha- : 
bitations. The earth is the Lord's, and the 
'& fullneſs thereof, the world and they that 
„ dwell therein.” Whatever his hand hath 
framed, his will moſt indiſputably doth govern, 
nor are the minuteſt circumſtances excepted, 
ſince a ſparrow, two of which in the time of 
our Saviour, were ſold for a farthing, doth not 
fall to the ground, without the permiſſion of 
our Heavenly Father. - Whence we infer; that 
God Sasrlles a ſpecial care about man, lord 
of this lower world. The commencement of 
our being, the circumſtances of our life, Wwhe- 1 
ther they be high or low; with children, or 1 
without; in honour or not; the time and man Jl 
ner of our death, are all under divine direc- . 
tion. Jabez was under proper impreſſions of 
the Sovereign of the Univerſe, as his protec- 
tor. His prayer for the enlargement of his 
coaſt, ſupports our concluding, how ſenſible 
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he was of the need of divine e to 5 
keep him in the undiſturbed poſſeſſion, of what 
Was his preſent property. None aright con- 
vinced of the Creator's ſuperintendency, doubt 
of their holding whatever they enjoy; according 
to his pleaſure. Safety is of the Lord.“ 
He cauſes the needy and defenceleſs to lie down 
in ſafety, perhaps under hedges, to enjoy 
peaceful ſlumbers, denied to the ſplendid pa- 
laces, and downy beds of kings. How empha- 
tically does the Pſalmiſt expreſs his ſenſe of 
divine preſervation in theſe words.“ I will 


„ both lay me down in peace, and ſleep, for 
c thou Lerd, only makeſt me- to dwell in 


<« ſafety.” J abez moreover, acknowledged. 
the Lord i in this petition, to be his bountiful 
| benefactor ; otherwiſe he would not have 
begged of him to ſupply that, wherein he 
deemed himſelf deficient. A right application 
to the Lord, for ſuch an increaſe of our world- 
y ſubſtance, as reaſon and good denſe appre- 
hend to be neceſſary, carries in it the firm be- 
lief of all the various accommodations of life 
being his gifts, and what in ſtrict juſtice we 
are wholly undeſerving of. When good men 
humbly look up to their Heavenly Father, for 
the receiving what they ſtand in need of, their 
hearts readily confeſs it is—< He alone, who 
_ giveth them richly, all things to enjoy. 
The curious queſtion in theology, Whether | 


it be lawful to deſire more than we poſſeſs, if 


our neceſſary wants are ſupplied ? Or if, having 


daily we may be Juſtifed in — 8 
more 
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more is what here I ſhall not diſcuſs, but 
- reſt contented with obſerving, that from the 
conduct of the pious Jabez, the devout man 
may diſcern the propriety of repairing to God 
in all poſſible emergencies, or diſtreſſes; to 
ſanctify them, or redreſs them, or, what is moſt 
probable, to do both. We mult crave. his bleſ- 
ſing on us, our little ones, and every part of 
our ſubſtance, and all our lawful endeavours to 
better ourſelves; becauſe he alone can crown 
them with ſucceſs. The uſe we make of what 
hie gives, and our gratitude expreſſing itſelf in 
obedience to all his righteous commandments, 
will generally be found the beſt directory to 
| guide our aiking for more, or freſh inſtances 
of his tender regard. Are we in ſore and 
prolonged aition,: while we uſe the ordinary 
means of recovery, it becomes us to look to 
the Almighty Being, who chaſtizes, as the 
only remover? Are we in pinching ſtraits for 
the conveniences. of life? Be not ſlothful: 
yet uſe no forbidden means, but continuall 
Implore a bleſſing on thoſe, which are * un 
Are we in proſperity let us pray for humili- 
ty. Are we ſlandered and reproached? May 
= the Lord prevent our avenging ourſelves z and 
an his own way and time, bring forth our 
righteouſneſs as the noon-day. Are we de- 
ceived by pretended r an or perſecuted by 
avowed enemies? Let us retain our integrity; 
have patience; tell our trouble to the Judge 
of hearts, not to man; and expect pleaſing 
nn 3 wth a happy * Are 
| We 


% | CY 


we diſtracted about our . adus or edel in 


life ? Let us commit our way to God, reſign- 
ing all our concerns by prayer to Providence, 


crying, © that he with his eye ſet upon us, 


would ſhew eus direction, then be the event 
what it will, we ſhall have peace. Why after 
complying with the heavenly requeſt,” in ſur- 
rendering our ſouls to God, ought we to heſi- 
tate about caſting our lot in life, and all its va- 
rious . on . who aſſuredly e 


| Tor us? 


We now go on to he: hives and laſt peti⸗ 
Yor as we have divided the prayer, which is, 


2 And that thine hand might be with me, and 
« that thou wouldeſt Keep me from evil, that 
ccajt may not grieve me. We bed. this 


might be conſidered as one, or divided into 
two: — perhaps the firſt clauſe of it, may with 


propriety, be connected with the laſt petition; 
and then it imports, that the hand of this Al- 


mighty, whence comes victory and ſtrength, 


ſhould be with Jabez, in his lawful attempts 


to enlarge his coaſt.” That he might be di- 
reed to the propereſt means of infuring ſuc- 


a ceſs, and kept from falling a prey to his ene 
mies. Of the ſame omit 

applied to the good man, contending with his 
ſeveral adverſaries, in the virtuous conteſt. 


cation is it, when 


The hand ef God, ſometimes denotes the 


interpoſitions of his grace. Acts xi. 21. “ And 
% the hand of the Lord was with them; and 
« 2 great number believed, and turned unto 
0 Fae: Lord.“ . was ſenſible of this, 


therefore 


* 
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therefore prayed, that the hand of the Al- : 
_ mighty's favour was neceſſary for his aid. As 
branches in the natural vine, cannot bear fruit 
without a continued communication with the 
root, . ſo good men cannot. grow in virtue, 
without ſuccours from above. Without me, 
lays Chrift, ye can do nothing, Supernatural 
aſſiſtance is abſolutely — to our walking 
ſecurely, where we muſt be ſenſible, that mani- 
fold difficulties and dangers are before us. 
The number, malice, and rage of the enemies, 
which the beſt of characters e in the world, 
and in their own breaſts, would involve them 
_ an deſtruction, did they ſolely depend on them- 
_ oelves. It is the knowledge, and certainty of 
their having an impregnable place of defence, 
to fly to, on all occaſions, which bears up their 
courage. The name of the Lord is a i 8 
& tower, the righteous runneth to it and 13 | 
« ſafe.” Mankind are full as defective in 


wiſdom: as in ſtrength. Jer. x. 23. The 


way of man is not in. himſelf, it is not in 
c man that walketh to direct his ſteps.” We 
are often at as great a loſs how to conduct our- 
ſelves under difficult circumſtances, as we are 
unable to act the part which becomes us; 
hence the Pfalmiſt . degended on light from 

above, © Thou ſhalt guide me with thy coun- 
c fel.“ The path in 8 we ſhould walk, 
2" frequently out of our view ; yet fo far as 

our actions are correſponding to the character 
of good men, we are — that the ſteps 
at „ Our nobleſt 
e E | _ comforts 


- 


ſcen 
woe. Jabez being ſenſible of the corruption 


1 | 
 evinforts are wrought by the good' hand of God 
upon us, wherefore he is called, „ The God of 
<«' conſolation.” In a thouſand. caſes, he only 


can comfort us, eſpecially when we are de- 
jected, or really caſt down. If. Ivii. 18. 4 1 


< have ſeen his ways, and will heal him; F 


< will lead care alſo, and reſtore comforts' to 
t him, and to - 


is mourners.” 
However different the ſignifications ict ; 
the word evil has in ſcripture ; it is not impro- 


'bable, but Jabez might have in view afflictions, 
and deſire to be delivered from them; after 
all we apprehend, that it was vice in general, 


that he chiefly had reſpect to. Vice is the 


abominable thing that the Creator hates. It 


is a trangreſſion of tlie divine law, and the de- 


| ſtroyer of the ſoul. By it, the rectitude and 


gory of our nature was loſt, and all the de- 
ants of Adam are ren in miſery and 


of his own heart, and of his natural propenſity 


to wander from God, and to break his laws, 


he doubtleſs ſaw ſin to be exceeding offenſive to 
the holineſs of the ſupreme Being, conſequent- 


by prayed to be kept from the evil of it. An 


unrenewed heart, in real ſincerity, can never 
put up this requeſt.” In dike manner David 
expreſſes himſelf, « Cleanſe thou me from ſe- 
<«' cret faults, keep back thy ſervant alſo from 
e preſumptuous ſins, let them not have do- 


s minion over me.” And in the Lord's prayer, 
we are taught to ſay, Lead us not into temp- 
. 9 but deliver us from evil; * Which 


may 


1 


1 


, e , 
may be applied to every thing we ought to de- 
precate. The worthy Hebrew in this re- 
queſt, prayed to be kept from the evil of ido—- 

latry ; the evil of negligence in the perform 
ance of religious duties; the evil of heart, 
mene. inward impurity, with each un- 


mortified- appetite ; as well as from the evil 


of words, and of actions, whether with re- 


go to. God; himſelf; or hie Beige 
ence we may eaſily collect, his earneſt. wiſh : 


to be preſerved from fraud and injuſtice, in: 
all his tranſactions with ſociety ; that he might 


be enabled to hold faſt his integrity, and never 


; _ another's perſon, property, or reputation. 


We are warranted in ſuppoſing, his prayers 
for ſpiritual bleſſings have never been heard, -Þ 


whoſe: heart is impure; whoſe words are un- 


clean, or deviate from truth ; -- whoſe actions 
axe contrary to the principles of, religion, or 


Juſtice, and is only eager, after he mammon. - 
of üntigttes ue... ans os 
The very ſame warm deſires, prevail in the 
breaſt of every man of virtue. For if we 
« ſay that we have no fin, we deceive our- 
bn, 1 ig and the. truth is not ia us.“ It is 
difficult to determine, whether the deceit, or: - 


the ſtrength of fin be the greateſt ? It often 
hides the conſequences of an action, to which 


the will is ſolicited to yield, and endegvours to 
keep the thought wholly exerciſed about the 
pleaſures, or imaginary advantages, that will 
attend it. Vice offers many things to extenu- 
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Particular vice, nothing can poſſibly prevent 


- 


6 


in indulging this, and the other particular de- 


tion of any great guilt, The grand adver- 
ſary of ſouls, forms a ſhrewd gueſs of what 

our age, conſtitutions, and circumſtances in 

principally incline us to; his craft in ſe- 


ſuch things may be done without the contrac- 
ife, „ 5 : 5 7 
ducing us to the commiſſion of ſin, is as great 


: as the ſting: that attends his accuſing us, of 


thoſe fins which we have committed. His 


ſubtlety is not unequal to his poiſon, where= _ 


fore, we ought by prayer, continually to be 
imploring preſervation from his wiles, of that 


Saviour, who. hath bruiſed his head, and will 
ſhortly bruiſe him under our feet. wo 


The Chriſtian alſo prays to be kept from the 
evil of his own heart, which the moſt exalted 
characters are not at all times able to ſubdue. 
A perſon may at ſome times think of a crime, 
with the greateſt deteſtation ; and ſuppoſe him- 
elf nk againſt all enticement to it, ſaying 


with Hazael, Am I a dog that I ſhould do 


this thing?“ and yet afterwards:commit it. 
Peter imagined he would die, rather than de- 
ny his maſter, yet notwithſtanding his abhor- 
rence of ſo vile a fact, became guilty of it, 
with dreadful aggravations. . Slight thoughts 


concerning a crime, certainly pave the way for 


the commiſſion of it. If once our conſcience, 


| 1s ſo far overcome by the ſtrength of our paſ- 


Hons, as to abate of its teſtimony againſt any 


dur 


that may ariſe in the ſoul; that ſuch and . 


4 1 
dur PRI into * but ſpecial prayer! 8 
feaſonable communications of divine grace, 

In a word, the genuine Chriſtian ſets the Lord 

ow before him, becauſe otherwiſe he 

knows he muſt go wrong, and prays to be kept 
from every evil, in which he includes every 
thing offenſive to God, and hurtful to the con- 
cerns of his immortal ſoul. Thus Jabez, and 

. thus che Chriſtian prays; that it may not 

_ grieve them, either, when brought to a ſenſe 
of their duty, they perceive how much they 

Have "abuſed the divine goodneſs, who cannot = 

| look upon iniquity; or, that it l rieve 

them, as to the final conſequences. * 

have a ſuperficial ſorrow for ſin, chiefly 

ing from the dread of puniſhment, ich is « 

no real avail. Evangelic forrow, as it hath . 
diet called, is of a different kind; it melts 

the heart, and works by love. Zech. xii. 10. 

„They ſhall Took upon me whom they have 

< pierced, and mourn, as a man mourns for 

_ < his only fon, and be in bitterneſs for him, 

E one is in bitterneſs Pe OW - 

5 th humility and in they, 
_ with ere en 

_ nefs=— Father, I have linned againſt Heaven, 

and before thee,” or in the moving lan 

of the Pſalmiſt, “ According to the AY | 

—_ thy tender mercies, blot out m 

reſſions; for againſt thee, thee - 
« f%n ſinned, and done this evi in hy 
u vnde ſenſe e Hal- 


0 


1 'S 

ter's love, which, conveyed Ve a gracious look, 

ſent Peter out to weep bitter 7. 
1 e gome now to the laſt particular, - viz. 
che effect or anſwer of the prayer And. God 
granted him that which he requeſted-. By 
which we are to underſtand, as many of the 
things themſelves, as ſeemed proper to infinite 
wiſdom, with a full conviction, that whatever 
parts thereof were for a time deferred, was 
for his good upon the whole, and the more 
ſingular, or ſplendid illuſtration of the divine 
perfections. The reaſon we explain it in this 
manner, is on, account of the variety of par- 
ticulars comprehended in the prayer, and be- 
cauſe the method, wherein the Almighty diſtri- 
butes his favours, is for the moſt part gradual. 
Many valuable purpoſes are hereby anſwered. 
God is more earneſtly ſought, and the human 
mind kept more humble and ſedate ;- its more 
boly endowments are kept in exerciſe, and ſpi- 
ritual ſecurity, that rock ſo dangerous to vir- 
tue, prevented. By way of general comfort, 
remember, the ſacred word, which avers, © He 
« that ſpared not his own ſon, but delivered 
d him up for us all, how ſhall he not with 
d him alſo freely give us all things. We 
indeed are the ſheep of his paſture, and the 


Objects of his tendereſt compaſſion, Is it ſaid, 


<« From all your filthineſs, and from all your 
& idols will I cleanſe you. He will give grace 
cc and glory, no good thing will he with-hold 
e from them that walk uprightly. Aſk, and 
— 4 ſhall be ren to * Aa ye Fry 

4 find 


„ r 55 ) >; 

5 « find; knock, and it ſhall be op pentd to. yo. 
< Then let us come boldly through a Media- 

tor, to the throne of his grace, that we may 
« obtain mercy, and find grace to help us in 
« time of need,” We may be aſſured, that his 
ears, will be attentive to the voice of our ſuppl 
cations. 2 

3 it is eee to pray for every 
Fee and temporal favour; it is no leſs ſo, 
to remember, that infinite wiſdom, knows beſt 
what to give, or with-hold; let the denial of 


any requeſt, lead us more eagerly to improve 


What is already conferred ; nor let us always 


conſtrue a delay, to be a denial. No doubt, 
as hath been obſerved, the anſwer to ſome 
prayers are direct, witneſs Dans 1X» 21, 22, 


23. While he was in the exerciſe of the 
duty, the heavenly meſſenger drew near, and 


7-06 faid, O Daniel, I am now come forth to 


cc give thee {kill nd underſtanding ; ; at the be- 


& ginning of thy ſupplications, the command-- 


cc ment came forth.“ So was David favoured, 


io 


»» Pfal. cxxxviii. 3. In the da "7 when I cried, 
r 


thou anſweredſt me, and ſtrengthened me 


4 with ſtrength in my ſoul.” At other times, 


the anſwer comes, perhaps, when we leaſt ex- 


_ pected it, or comes in part. Therefore we 
are commanded. to wait patiently for him; for 
faith the Prophet, Hab. ii. 3, © The viſion | 
e may. be for an appointed time, but at the 
« end, it ſhall ſpeak, it ſhall not lye, though 


it . Wait bor it, becauſe, it wil ſurely. 


fp 's . * come, + 


? 


(ws) 


et chez it i tot tary,”  Admittig we are 


in deep diſtreſs, and obliged with the weep- 


Prophet to exclaim, Lam. r 8. 44. 
3 I cry, and Hom, he ſhutteth out 


vc my prayer. Thou haſt covered yſef with 


'< 2a cloud, that our prayers ſhould not paſs 


8 through. Still Jehovah is the guardian of 
his Ifrael, who neither ſlumbers nor fleeps ; 


and hath poſitively declared, chat all occurs = 


rences of providence, however afflictive they 
may be; ſhall work for the good of thoſe; 
who love God. Provided we never forfake 


him, he will never forſake us, and perſeve- 


rance in duty, muſt at laſt obtain the re- 

ward. 15 
If fuck the fruits, wat enemies are they 
to their own intereſt; who are ftrangers to 
the life and ſpirit of this glorious exerciſe ? 
May they rouze from their lethargy, quit 
themſelves like men, and be ſtrong. From 
the above; be perſuaded that piety is the moſt 
ſhining ornament of humanity; that prayer is 


the moſt advantageous, as well as reaſonable - 
' exerciſe of the human underſtanding ; in 


that it is the channel of divine influences; 
that it is the beſt means to attain the govern- 
ment of our paſſions, in which tranquillity 
_ exiſts, and one medium of arriving at the 


well- grounded proſpect of future felicity.—— | 


Let all who make conſcience of pay 5 


charging this duty, chearfully go on; © b 
tame, - that h 


* NN -of this 1 


6 hich 8 


Ac 


4 which hath begun a good work in you, 

. will perform it, until the day of Chriſt; 4 

« when he will preſent us faultleſs before 9 

cc the preſence of his glory, with exceed- 

& ing joy.” To whoſe name let every tongue 
aſcribe -honour, ſalvation, and praiſe. Amen 
and Amen. e 1 5 


* 1 n *% 


— 1 A * 


DEVOTIONAL. 


— ͤ ͤ N — — 


. : 9 b 
* R F 


ADAPTED TO THE _ 


DATS car WEEK 


* 


BEING - | 
WO ron ACK: 2 
—— —— as 225 
Te I will hook again toward thy Hoh Temple. 


, 
. 
* 
* 
— A + <t-e w” 


- 
— 


3 Ae Rake oak 


” FR air a 
ET 


** 
2 
. Oe 
vr et ar es Wo 
* — - — n IO SY a _ l \ . — - - __—_ 
Ws a * e - _ — — — — 
ey” E n Ä — — — — — 9 I ES Yer 
She 2 _ — — > * 2 2 X " — - * N a N — 8 8 —— 
— 


| DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES. 


4 
F 


A b u 
For 84 BAT n MORNTIN O. 


INFINITELY great! and tranſcendantly 
A. glorious Lord God ny Creator af 
the univerſe - incomprehenſible is thy wiſ- 
dom, —unbounded thy mercy,—and impartial 
thy juſtice. The heavens declare thy glory, 
and the firmament ſheweth forth thy handy - 
work. Day unto day uttereth ſpeech concern- 
ing thee, and night unto night, gives know- 
| ledge of thy wonderous dealings with the ſons 
of men: From everlaſting to everlaſting thou 
art God: who ruletk in the armies of heaven, 
and amongſt the inhabitants of this lower 
world, according to thy will and pleaſure; 
none being able to ſtay thy hands, or ſay unto 
thee, what doeſt thou! Around thy throne, 
are myriads of pure intellectual Sy I 


662 ) 


Hs all imperfection, and ſubject to no 1 
cay, who obſequiouſly wait thy juſt com- 
mands, and pry, with devouteſt joy into thy. 
excellent perfections. Innumerable com panies.. 
of angels, archangels, and bleſſed ſpirits, con- 
tinually ſing forth thy praiſe; yet add ee 
to thy conſummate felicity. | 

Confidering this, have we not westen to cry , 
out, What then is man | who is as: naturally- 
| born to trouble and affliction, as the ſparks fly 
' upward; ſinful man, whoſe days fly faſter than 
the paſling ſhade, and quick as the rays of 

viſion, that thou ſhouldeſt viſit, or take heed 
of him ? Amidft the grandeur, and multiplicity 
of thy works, would it be a wonder were he 
neglefted ? But glory be to the Moſt High, 
"hs the minuteſt parts of his creation are the. 
objects of his watchful providence ; and that”. 
in a ſpecial manner, he deigns to accept of 
ſinners, who Ban repent of he Evil of er 
Ways. 

We, O Lond; were eonceixed in fon, 9s 
brought forth in iniquity ; beſides, ever ſince, - 
as thou haſt added to the number of our days, 
we have increaſed the multitude of our tranſ- - 
greſſions; and though depending on thee alone, . 
for every thing we hope or enjoy, yet we have 
rebelled againſt thee, . and ſhamefully. reſiſted - 

that good will of thine, by which we were 
made, and hitherto preſerved. Inſtead. of the 
warmeſt gratitude. and pureſt love, we have 
been ungrateful, and diſingenuous to our 
_— ee and belt friend, We Lag 
een 
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been unjuſt in denying that obedience which 
is on ſo many accounts due to thee, the God 
of our lives, and ſovereign of the univerſe. - 
We have without, and againſt all reaſon, 
broken thoſe laws that are holy, juſt, and”. 
good; walked in thoſe paths, that are grievous. - 
and troubleſome at preſent, and will certainly 
lad to de en r tt, 
Alas! what impurity - what imperfection 
cleaves to our beſt performances, and moſt re- 
ligious acts of devotion ? How defective, and 
ſhort of the perfect rule laid down for our di- 
rection, are the holieſt actions which we ever 
did! Inſomuch, that wert thou extreme to 
mark what is done amifs, we could not ſtand 
before thee, or be able to anſwer in judgment 
for any one action of our whole life, but muſt 
lie down in our ſhame, and our confuſion _ 
would cover us. Thus, O Lord, have we- 
ſinned againſt thee, all our days; in doing 
the evil we ſhould not have done, and neglect- 
ing the good we ought to have done. Whilſt 
this is our ſituation, and under. fuch preffing. 
_ circumſtances, what have we to expect, but 
wrathful ire and wn; Pn 3 from before 
the preſence of the Lord, to be fpeedily exe- 
cuted upon ſuch miſerable ſinners? — © 
Ever bleſſed then be thy great name, who. 
in thy inconceivable love to men, haſt appoint- 
ed a Mediator, Jeſus Chriſt, by whole life and 
death, the way of ſalvation is laid open, 'the. 
road to real felicity r deſcribed ; an ample 
remedy provided againſt every evil; and fuf-' 
eds api PTE | ficient 
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| Gcient means purchaſed to evade, or at laſt 
conquer every temptation. Clothe us with 
his perfect righteouſneſs, that divine juſtice, 5 
like the deſtroying angel of old, Ay pals over 
us in the day of Ye 5 : 
Do thou who giveſt rep pentance to all that | 
truly aſk, and camel invite all to aſk, by 
promiſing to give—give us, we beſeech thee, 
A deep and hearty repentance—a ſincęre con- 
ttrition, a true ſorrow for, and a perfect hatred 
of all our fins, with a firm reſolution to forſake 
them; and then, according to thy goodneſs, 
let thine an F and thy wrath be turned away 
from us. Look upon us in thine anoint 
our bleſſed Saviour, who came into the warld - 
to ſave ſinners; yea, even the chief of them. 
Moſt merciful Father, deal with us in mercy; 
pardon the evil of our tainted. thoughts, im 
roper words, and irregular actions; all our 
ſins of weakneſs and ſurprize: of wilfulneſs 
and deliberation; graciouſly forgive our n | 
And cleanſe us from our ſecret tins. _ | 
Of a truth, Lord, our aggravated j iniquities, 
in their own nature, cry aloud for puniſnment; 
yet the ſmall ſtill voice of divine compaſſion, 
and of our Saviour's blood, cries more power- 
Fully for forgiveneſs. O let the ſufferings of 
that ſpotleſs Lamb, be the noble ground of our 
| acconciliation—his puniſhment for fin our free- 
dom from it. Let the bitterneſs of thy wrath 
upon him, be turned into the ſweetneſs of thy 
Jove to us; that his croſs may be our triumph; 
aud the merits of his aſtoniſhing paſſion, the 
3 purchaſe 


4 


. 3 fer WE 
purchaſo of our preſent peace, and future exile 
tation, 
Having obtained merey, let us walk accord 
ingly, that being * „ with a price, for the 
purpoſe and lineſs and virtue, we 
may no more ſe ne ſin, nor prefer a 
few moments of pleaſure, before an eternity of 
Joy. Never let us abuſe thy mercies, nor turn 
thy grace into wantonneſs ; but let thy good- 
neſs lead us to the beſt improvement of our fa- 
culties, and thy moſt uniform ſervice. Grant 
us, the aſſiſtance of thy grace, ſo carefully to 
watch over, and amend every part of our de- 
portment, in this vale of tears, and fo induſ- 
triouſly to diſcharge our duty, that we may 


*D 


never tranſgreſs thy holy laws, bug. that it may 105 
be our ſole ſtudy to obey thee ; the joy of our 


foul to pleaſe thee ; the ſum of all our fondeft * 
hopes and deſires to live with thee. Lead us 
in pr truth, and teach us, for thou art the 
God of our, talvation, Let thy word be our 
rule,—thy ſpirit our guide, 21 helper, thy 
goodneſs our pattern and example, — thy pro- 
miſes our encouragement and ay ] Joys our 
everlaſting recompence, and reward. And do 
thou, O God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jeſus, the great ſhep- 
herd of the ſheep, through the blood of the 


everlaſting covenant, make us perfect in all : 


good works, working in us, Gage” which is # 
Fes in thy ſight. ; 
We bleſs thee, O God, for the iofivution 8 


of the Chriſtian — as well as this re-. 
turn 


* 


urn of it, whereon we again have an oppor- 
tunity of meeting together, for the important 


— 


ends of prayer, inſtruction, and praiſe. Viſit 
in thy mercy us, with all the worthipping af- 
ſemblies of thy venerable name; who are this 
day met, or yet to meet before thee. Send 
the goſpel of thy Son through the whole world; 
and ſoon may the promiſe be fulfilled, that from 
the riſing to the ſetting ſun, all nations ſhall 
call him bleſſed. May idolatry and ſuperſti- 
tion, with every other dagon, which the igno- 
ance, the pride, or the intereſts of men, have 
erected; vaniſh, before the pure tenets of the 
Chriſtian revelation. In this reſpect, accom- 
pliſh the earneſt prayers of thy people, which 
are thus offered unto thee, for all mankind. 
O that thy ways may be known upon earth, 
and thy faving health unto all' nations. Ina 
particular manner hear us, O Lord, when we 
pray for bleffings on our native land; long may 
it be ſingularly protected of thee, and prove 
the ſeat of peace, hberty, and religion, 
. © Fhink. on thy ancient people the Jews; 
14 may they be brought in, with the fulneſs of the 
i Chriſtian church; and let the latter day be 
I glorious indeed. Bring to the duſt the uſur- 
11 pations of the Church of Rome, and' cauſe 
the thouſands, yet under her more than Egyp- 
tian yoke, to taſte the liberty of the ſons of 
God; and be bleſſed with the privilege of read- 
ing, and judging for themſelves. Add to the 
number of truly Proteſtant Princes, and great- 


F, 


| hs aletibly the ede. of elertion, where 

ever it is granted. ut re hl 
Bleſs thy drinn 000 le Hes 0 

Gorge, the. King, in his perſon, family, and 
government; make his'reign long, _ _ 
im at laſt with" thy ſalvation. I 

be the Defender of the Faith oy ts. kick 

his royal Conſort, the Queen; and as thou haſt 


Siven her every human virtue, grant her allo 7 


every divine grace. Keep and preſerve his 
Royal Highneſs the Plies: of Wales; and at 
this ſeaſon,” when his paſſions? run ſtrong; his 
blood beats high; and allurements to vice 
preſs upon him alot from every quarter; 
Anſtead of compliance, O ſweetly conſtrain 
him to the practice of unaffected piety, that 

he may yet be the future :uſtrſens: ſove- 
reign of a free, an united, and happy people. 
Be wich all the other branches of that illuftri- 
ous family; may they riſe up under the guid- 
ance of hy Almighty hand, indulgent fachers, 
and nurſing mothers, to the civil and religious 
liberties 1 thy church and people. As thou 


in thy providanes,! haſt made them great, fo 


let them be truly. g ood, inſpired with the ſpirit 
of their exalted Ration, and more diſtinguiſhed 
i eis virtues; than high rank in life. Place 
in thy kindneſs wiſe teachers around them, 'who 
with the principles of every ſcience,” ſhall moſt 
fervently, yet prudently, inculcate the fear and 
ſervice of God. Set, O Thou Supreme Diſs 


0 NO: wiſe and * men about 
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through the influences of the 
that the ſouls of others may be duly warned, 
and inſtructed by them. Pity them, bearing 
the external appellation, who are ſtrangers, of 
5 courſe enemies, to che croſs of n 3 whole 


(@) -- 


bis Majeſty's throne ; men 3 God and. 


hating covetouſneſs; who, having penetration 


to diſcern, ſhall with wiſdom, courage, and 
_ uniformity purſue, ſuch. meaſures, as are moſt 
deneficial to theſe realms. 3 | 


Be a ſpirit of wiſdom in the High Courts of i 


| mens now aſſembled ;. and direct all their 


determinations for the public good. Be with 
all rulers and judges under them, and over us, 
in the faithful diſcharge of the duties of their 


reſpective ſtations. 1 «By every magiſtrate a 


terror to evil doers, and a praiſe to them that 
do well. May they employ that authority 
lodged in their hands, in the ſupport of virtue 
and induſtry, and for the diſcountenancing of 


vice and di ſſipation. 


Let the miniſters of the everlaſting es 


enjoy thy ſingular favours! May they make 


conſcience. of delivering the truth, as it is in 
Chriſt Jeſus; and be among thoſe, who are 
wiſe, and turn many to righteouſneſs, that they 
may ſhine as .the ftars in the firmament, for 


ever and ever. May all who publicly ſpeak 


in thy name, under the ſacred character of 
teachers of religion, be impreſſed with the 
value of their own ſouls; have e for 7 
their ſalvation; and been taught of God, 
Vieſſed So. 
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2 without * repentance, is ſute deftrues 


tion. In this place of worſhip, Lord bleſs the _ 


| preached word, and render it powerful, to pull 
5 _ the ene Þ holds of Satan: Anſwer, if 
It be thy holy will, the private rs of th 
5 people, With Falte benefits, of — iris 
and temporal nature. And O that ſouls, who 
have come under this roof, heedleſs and ſecure, 
may go ſtruck, and thoughtful away. Do 
thou, O Searcher of Hearts! who art every 
where 3 neither confined to time nor 
| panes, tp pply the want of public means of re- 
igious improvement, whether the more ſolemn 
or ordinary, to thoſe who are neceſſarily de- 
tained from them. Still be found according to 
thy merciful promiſe, of thoſe, who ſeek thee 
with a perfect heart, whatever be their coun- 
try or denomination. Be in the midſt of us 
to do us good, and bleſs us; to quicken our 
virtues, kindle our devotion, and to ſeal religious 
truths upon the heart of every candidate for im- 
mortality. Theſe, our humble petitions, we 
offer up in the name of our great Advocate 
with the Father, even Jeſus Chrift the righ- 
teous, through whoſe mediation, we deſire to 


4 be accepted of thee, and who as beſt knowing 


thy heavenly will, bath not only taught, but 
commanded us, in our addreſſes to thee, thus 
to ſay- f 


- Our F Ader ws art in hoover; Med 
be thy name: thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven: heat us {this 


o 


3 


* 


2 3 


day our daily bread, and forgive us our treſ- 
palles, as we forgive them that treſpaſs . 
againſt us: lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the king- 
Jom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
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A. PRAYER. 


For sse rv ve. dl 
4 TH ou molt excellent Being! Thou 00 
© amiable and adorable Majeſty—great art 
thou, and greatly to be praiſed; in the moun- 
tain” of thy holineſs, we will extol thee, O God 
dur king, and bleſs thy name for ever and ever. 
Every ay will we bleſs thee, for the various 
benefits which that portion of time intereſts us 
in. One peneration to another, ſhall tell thy 
Works, and ſhall declare thy mighty acts. We 
will with Sratitude and joy, ſpeak, as well as 
we can in this frail ſtate, of the glory of thy 
kingdom, and without being tired, make men- 
tion of thy power. For the Lord moſt high 
is terrible, hie is a great king over all the earth. 
Thy kingdom is an everlaſting kingdom, and 
| thy dominion endureth throughout all ages. 
Thou art worthy, O Lord! to receive glory, 
and honour, and power, for thou haſt created 
all things, and for thy pleaſure, they ares. and 
were created. 
Thou art the ole author and proprietor of 


every thing thou haſt made; all things do ne. 


ceſſarily depend on thee; and it is in thee 

only, we live, and move, and have our being. : 

Thou mad: . man for thyſelf; was pleaſed to, 
"T3 = conffitu 11 : 


= 4 


* 


| conſlitute bim ſovercign of this lower | world, . 


and to render whatever viſible it contains, ſub- 
ſervient either to his advantage or pleaſure. 
| Give us grace, we beſeech thee, humbly to 
admire, and adore thy infinite fulneſs of being, 
in thyſelf—thy extenſive hounty to the whole 
creation; —and thy amazing liberality to the 
ſons of men, in particular; who are not 
worthy of the leaſt regard from thee, whom 
they have ſo much neglected, and whoſe love 
and clemency, they have ſo much abuſed. _ 
Pardon, good Lord ! all our neglects of thee ! 
unthankfulneſs towards thee, and offences 
againſt thee. The frailties of our nature 
the corruptions of our will, and the diſorders 
of our life - our abuſes of thy mercies—our 
contempt of thy judgments - and our repeated 


violations of thy holy laws, are more than we 


can recollect, and even ſuppoſing we did, are 
in guilt, far beyond what we can expreſs. We 

indeed, have broken through all the obliga- 
tions of duty and intereft, to purſue our luſts 


and follies Every mean pleaſure—every littl 


temptation bave withdrawn us from thy lervice 

| —aljenated our hearts from thee, the only 
. ſource of real ſelicity, and ſent us a roaming 
after what in the iſſue, will only prove ſorrow _ 
and vexation of ſpirit. Alas! thy kind and 


univerſal invitation the rich mercy of the pro- 


miſes, and N aſſiſtance of thy grace and 
| Ipirit, have been for the moſt part loſt upon us. 
O our God I—we are almoſt afraid to call 
thee ours how we are troubled, aſhamed, and 


* 


dur Will ſu 


n 
R 


N confocided—What 0 9 


| merited the rigours of thy awful juſtice? 


We bless thee, great Father of truth! in's © 
Fee br manner, for giving us liberty 


fo great a 1 as thyſelf; for propofing to 
C 


which are contrary to 


ing us from thoſe ways, 
ſuch natu- 


our peace and ſatisfaction here, by 


ral, pleaſing, and powerful motives to well! 


doing as the perfect goſpel of thine ee 
m Son contains, and enforces. Grant us, 


ſuch a ſoul- affecting ſenſe of thy Seeds ; 
herein diſplayed, as ſhall ee err our 
hearts, never to prefer any thing in our eſteem, 
or choice, to thy unmerited favour and good- 
will. May our hearts ſwell with the moſt re- 


fined ſentiments of gratitude to thee, for every 


a&t of thy unparalleled: kindneſs to ungrateful 3 


man. 


38 it is a e 0 Bad, chat thou 


ouldeſt be at ſuch care and concern about 
thoſe, who haye choſen to be any thing, — 


than what thou madeſt them. Nothing in- 


ferior to infinite compaſſion, could be fo ten- 
der of thoſe, who had deſpiſed thy image, and 


loved to live like the beaſts that periſni. None 
but thee, O merciful God ! could think of be- 


5 ſtowing ſuch aſtoniſhing benefits on brutiſn and 
hardened wretches; and eee, but a 2 | 


Arey” and” 


' Whither ſhall-we fly ? How dare thoſe in 
ſuch a deplorable ſituation, hope for thy com- 
_ paſſion; who, by numberleſs aggravations, have 5 5 


to chuſe | 


durable — neſs; and for draw- 


[AL 


ew, TY Pe SR * Iv >=, 
AE \ \ = 


# . * 1 
— — one e en raerhneee i ante erate i es. — SN — * 
a * ” 2 4 * 7 a. >. * I 
It \ , — 
N 2 CIS 
n on = 


r 
D 


x 

1 
i. 
| 


I nou g 


3 


> a : : N 
* a 7 IE y 
2 118 : ; 1.F 
a 1 8 if 222 . ; 5 
| - e 
8 By Y 4 N N 0 f 
1 4 74 


neſs could ever reſiſt thy call, or refuſe to be 


made partakers of the endleſs joys of thy Son's 
religion. ape HARE Tae eu : 7 250 8 Lg ; 1 8 i N 
iveſt one bleſſing as the earneſt of 
another; having graciouſly ſent thy holy. Lamb, 
that he might beſtow upon his friends and fol- 5 
lowers thy divine Spirit; and to die for all that 
bpelicve on him, that they might have eternal 
life. From thee comes the gift of ſaving faith, 
as well as true repentance, prior to our ob- 
taining the full pardon of all our ſins. Thou 
beſtoweſt temporal bleſſings, to create in us 
an ardent. thirſt after. thoſe that are. ſpiritual 
and intellectual; and thou fatiates the pious 
ſoul, with theſe in Chriſt Jeſus, our glorious 
Immanuel; that every genuine Chriſtian, may 
long for the accompliſhment of them, in un- 


EY fading glory. " V% ̃ // ug es aug - | 
Voerily, O uncreated Source of Benignity | 
thou doſt good before we aſk, and giveſt libe- 
rally unto us, upbraiding not, to prompt us, to 
_ aſk the more. Thou entreateſt with the im- 
portunity, one friend does another, to accept 
of thy ſavours, and not lay impediments in the 
way of our own happineſs. Let not all this 
exuberance of love, dear Lord, be loſt! which 
by ſo many tokens, thou haſt fo kindly. expreſt. 
One favour more we humbly crave ; but one 
as important, intereſting, and great, as any of 
the reſt; even to ſoften our ſtony hearts, into 
2 tender ſenſe of thy benignity, and their own 
eſſential concerns. Raiſe by the word of thy 


heavy earr I, nds its un n to dwe 


x, with thee in the land of the living. May. or” 


time paſt of our lives, in our own eſtimati 


pe mare; then ſlfficient, 10 bave. followed the - 
biaſs of our own perverſe inclinations,” Let us 
not in conſequence of that reflection, fland 


71 here all the day idle, but riſing up to ne wneſs 


of life, through the renewing of the Spirit, Dy 


and the waſhing of regeneration ; may we give 
all diligence to make our calling and election 


= moe doing theſe He, we may. never 


"Pity „0 Fa of Lig hts W * raiſer of 5 
* 7 — fall, and ſole Saltainer of them that 
ſtand—pity the weakneſs of us, thy ſervants, 


who look up to thee, and with continually to 


ſet the example of thy Son before us; and 5 


teach us wiſdom from our own miſcarriages, 


Help us to obſerve with attention, where dur 
error was; and enable us with caution to for- 
. tify ourſelves againſt that defeft—to. ſuppreſs, 
or boldly withſtand temptations, of whatever 


kind; 8 we know their ſtrength by ex- 


perience or not in their firſt approach, Wen 
their power is ſtill but weak, and our choice in . 
its full force. May we ever keep in view, 
how their flatteries formerly abuſed us; and | 
when they counterfeit again, let us no more be 1 


deceived, or led aſtray by ü,, 


Be thou, O bleſſed hope of the truly And: 5 
teous; our chief delight, and the only, træar 
ſure we covet to tay up—Be thou the quicken- 
ing life of all our actions, and ſweet "OW 


2 ˖ - 
OR. 2 * 


t * 


of all our "ſufferings; that ſo we may dais 
N murmur under any ' reſtraints thy law places 
upon 1 we hope for a glorious imm̃or- 
tality. How can we repine at any temporal 
| fol during our expeCtancy of eternal rewards ? 
Lord, while we breathe, make us really live to 
thy honour, and the purpoſes of thy provi- 
dence; 'and when we expire, let it be in thy 
Jeace, that ſo to live, it may be Chriſt, and 
to die, unſpeakable gain. We, if our hearts 
cee us not, which do thou in thy grace 
prevent, wholly renounce all merit, truſt, and 
confidence in ourſelves, and rely. only upon 
th kv mercy, through the ſovereign mediation 
of our dear Redeemer, whom do thou hear for 


; us. Nail our tranſgreſſions to his croſs, that 
_ they may never rife up in judgment againſt 


us, either to ſhame us in this woes or to ö 


bl condemn us in that to come. 


Hear the prayers offered up by us in vas 
former part of this day, for all men; eſpecially, 
that thou wouldſt bleſs them with the know - 

leuge of the truth, and confirm them in the 

5 rg of every virtue. May the univerſa- 

lity of a Saviour's Rr, promiſed | in thy 

. wat ſoon take place, and all nations of the 

_ earth in him be Bleed. Wherever thy word 
this day hath been faithfully preached, O may 

it have found, through the influences of thy 
Spirit, an entrance into every heart. May it 
have diſpelled every fear —averted every danger 

_ =fled all e confirmed every vir 
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tuous pury 15 or xs the boſoms of the 
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Be Pleaſed, o Lord, to eee for Sola 7 
our petitions. for our King, his Queen, | 


the Prince of Wales, and all the branches of 


that, illuſtrious family ; for all under them, and 
over us; and for thy preſence with the miniſters 
of the goſpel of Chriſt, provided they are faith- 
ful, ſod. þ are actuated by evangelical motives ; 
however different from-us in leffer matters 
may be Own us in this place, as we truſt 
thou haſt heretofore done; and by every open- 
ing of the mouth, may we become wiſer and 
better unto all righteouſneſs May we have 
| drawn the goſpel bow this day in thy firength, 
O thou Saviour of men! and reached the con- 
viction of the thoughtleſs and ſecure; if not, 
may we have reclaimed by Haare perſuaſions, 
ſome ſtragglers from thy fold; and been enabled . 
through thy divine grace, to bring the. un- 
toward peacefully home. 
Be with all honeſt travellers by land, on W 
lawful concerns; and all who engaged in the 
ſervice of their country, or their own com- 
mercial purſuits, ſee thy wonders in the might} 
waters. Preſerve : them from danger—from _ 
' ſudden death - crown their r with ſuc- _ 
_ ceſs—and in health, peace, and plenty, reſtore 
them to the arms, or ſight of thoſe, to whom 
they are deſervedly dear; and who are deeply 
concerned in their welfare. Compaſſionate the 
_ caſe of the poor and needy, thou bountiful Jup- 
ur? of. Lt creatures * and open the 


hearts 1155 


h | | 4 '4 i ER ES 
hearts of the afſluent, to relieve to the utmoſt 
of their ability, all worthy objects of diſtreſs. 
Remember Lord, in pity, the fick and afflict- 
ed; Whether in body, or in mind; not only 
thoſe: recommended to our prayers, but all in 
ſimilar circumſtances. Prepare the dying for 


their laſt change ; be thou, O dear Redeemer! 


their Raft and comfort through the gloomy vale 
of death, and ere thou art ene ve ſeparate 
0 between the ſoul and body, put a final ſepara- 
tion between the ſoul, cya guilt of every kind. 
- Diſpoſe: thoſe, who ſhall through thy goodneſs 
recover, to render due thanks to thee, the au- 
thor of their SOR ant; Farnen, of 5 8 
5 da 
195 Jem 3 to us iche ſeaſon of ih yes 0 
and help us to watch the operations of thy 
hand, in the minuteſt, as well as the greateft 
Circumſtances of life. However fluctuatin 1 
our beſt · purpoſes are, or uncertain our firme 
reſolves; yet do thou, who art e e 
never leave us— never forſake us. Witneſs 
the beſt, and warmeſt emotions of our hearts, 
and eſtabliſh them; for thou art the Lord our 
_ God. May the week thus began, we truſt in 
thy ſervice, be ſpent in it; and a bleſſing ac- 
company our every ſincere endeavour, to ful- 
fill the counſels of thy love and grace. Fit us 
for every trial in this world, which awaits us, 
and for the endleſs e 22 oyment of thee. Hear 
us through Chriſt, and unto Thee Moſt High, | 


mall be all glory, dominion, and power, new, 
- and evermore. * and Amen. 
S | | A PRAYER | 
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Benefactor of the human race! We thy 


6 dependant. creatures, , as is moſt proper, with 


gratitude. of ſoul, invoke thy venerable name, 


who daily loads us with thy benefits 3—as is | 


thy maj jelly ſo is thy mercy incomprehenſible, 


and paſt finding out. Thou art the only ſource - 
{5 of life and hagpined, which from all eternity | 
thou enjoyed, in ſuch a manner and degree, 


as neither to admit of jncreaſe, or diminution, 
The praiſes of the moſt exalted angels, much 
leſs thoſe of weak and imperfect men, though 
2 juſt tribute, and pleaſant in thy. ſight, can 
add nothing to thy felicity. Thine own efſen- 


tial goodneſs prompted thee to create us, that fs 


thou 5 communicate thyſelf . unto us, 


and exerciſe 50 race and Wa towards thy 185 


0 N a | 


ven for als purpoſe, we RR Dy 4 995 


were we called into exiſtence, that we ſhould 


be made partakers of a divine nature, and have 


a well-grounded title to the inheritance of the 
ſaints in light. We enjoy all the aſſurances 


we can deſixe, of thy 8 to ds us good 
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prayers. On this account we nah thy 
throne of grace, with feeling hearts, raiſed 
hopes, and a lively faith, in order to implore 
undeſerved mercies, and to deprecate deſerved 
wrath. We bleſs thee, O God! becauſe thou 
haſt made us wiſer than the fowls of heaven, 
or the beaſts that 'periſh. Thou haſt placed 
us at the head of the ſcale of being here be- 
low, and e ted us en ws over - "this 
| [todo world. 
"Yet, O 180 Trier 0 the reins 5 5 = 
Geh of men, theſe thy unexampled favours, 
- inſtead of improving as we ſhould, we have 
_ perverted and abuſed. Which of thy. laws 
have we not broke ? and to which of thy hoty 
4 precepts, have we not, alas | too often turned 
a deaf ear? Well may we bluſb, and be 
a abe med to lift up our faces to thee, ſince our 
complicated trangreſſions are ſo many, and our 
ſins ever before us. Thou art of perfect pu- 
rity, and nothing unclean ſhall ever ſtand in 
thy fight. How great then is thy clemency, 
in {tilt allowing us to draw the vital air, and 
to take either publicly or ne, bas 1 
name in our polluted lips! 
But thy compaſſion, like thy being, is im- 
menſe, and unſearchable; for thou art ſtill in- 
Youu all to come unto "thee, that they may 
riſh, but have everlaſting life. Let this 
a eſcenſion of thine, fill our fouls with the 
warmeſt ſenſations of love to thee. May 4 
holy veneration of thy infinite purity, with the 
ew ny of resten and virtue, t us 2 


* 


* 


oc aaa, + us pet 5 1 * 4 
all its — Rae the 1 — 1 
dreadful eonfequences of vice; which without 
ſineere contrition, and the cleanſing blood of © 
Jeſus,” muſt be the portion of every foul,. that 

doeth evil; prove influencing motives, to de- 
ter us from the practice thereof. | 
Give us grace; O Heavenly F ather, 65 10 5 
confides; and regard the power of thy] juſtice, 5 
as that we may eſcape its avenging . Let 
us now in this our day of trial 200 probation, 
bitterly bewail ourrmperfections, crying mighti- 
ly for help to the Lord of Hoſts, leſt we deep- 
ty rs when it is too late. £ 
e magnify thee, thou Center of Perfec- 
| ions for- wn eee love and my to abe 


. di Played . miſſion, ifs, 7 8 : 
inge and death, of eſus Chriſt.” ay the ſa- 
ours, by thy Holy Spirit. Fer eier clebfated 5 
be the wiſdom of thy Proyidence, not only ad- 
mirably ſheun in the method of 0  reconcili-" =; 
ation to thee, but likewiſe” in thy daily care 
and liberalit towards us. Forbid fact amaz- 
ing goodneſs, ſhould be overlooked or abuſed,” 
Rule ſo in N thy power, O gur God, a8 
that we may be no longer governed by our ere, 
perverſe wills deceived by our own treacher- 
ous" hearts nor overcome by unbridled: Pu- 
Ben Work in us "7" perfect hatred-of all that! 
4 . chou 


443; 


hi hateſt, and a true unfeigned e %% 
every. thing, clearly © Face to thy will and. 
pleaſure. Clothe us, Lord, with the graces 
of the Spirit, and in every word, thought, or 
tranfaction of this day, help us to —5 thy 
glory in view, and to act like the ae of. 
him, who was made | wages through ſufferings; 
in order, to our finding acceptance with thee, 
when time ſhall be no more. Hear theſe, our 
prayers, for his ſake, to. whom with 'T hee, the 
Father, and the bleſſed Spirit, be endleſs . 
for e ever and for ever, e and. EW | 
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ALMIGHTY God, 1 art the ba 
5 C tor of heaven and of earth, we adore 
thee as the firſt,the laſt,—the greateſt,—and-. 
the beſt of beings. The regular and glorious 
works of nature demonſtrate: thine exiſtence.; 
and wherever we «turn our. attention, there we 
perceive the brighteſt manifeſtations of uncon- 
+trollable power, and ſovereign wiſdom. - We 
1808. 2 O God, for 81 goodneſs in our 
1 a 


1 7 85 5 
creation; nds haſt made us reaſonable. crea 
tures, capable of loving, k „ And obey- 
ing thee. May the various powerdurf our un- 
derſtanding be chiefly employed, in ſuch exer- 
eiſes, as tend to thy glory, and the advancing 
our progreſs in virtue, and genuine piety. 
In a particular manner, O Lord, help us 
ſufficiently to revere and admire thy kind in- 
tentions, and full compaſſion to thy thankleſs 
. offspring, the degenerate ſons: of men, in ſend- 
ing thine only begotten Son, to be the Saviour, 
of a loſt and guilty world. Herein indeed haſt; 
thou commended. thy exceeding great love to 
. mankind, that while they were in the moſt I 
plorable condition unable to help themſelves, 
and liable to the greateſt puniſhments, in con- 
- of having broke thy laws, they ſhould _ 
be redeemed by no. leſs a ranſom, than the pre- 
- Fious blood of | thine eternal Son. Let us 
who are favoured with ſo glorious. a revelation; 
of thy mind and will, - humbly. acknowledge, 
that thy tender mercies are over all thy other. . 
works. Indulgent Parent! grant us the fame 
mind, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus; "BEING 5 
pure as he was pure; holy as he was holy ; 
knowing, that without following peace with: | 
all men, as far as in us lies, and holineſs, no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord. . Inſpire us with Wen, I”, 
And unfeigned love to these, which* ma ſhew oY 
itſelf in the keeping of all thy eee e ts. 
Diveſt us of every immoderate attachment, to 
eee and 9 ee e $i "I Ner- 4 


* 


4 * 1 3 e 
Gat e Vaiti pleaſures of this s uncertain life, 
E 7 ___ our hearts. 

1 40 racious God, we earneſtly zee | 
* . rgive our enemies; and take from 
them either the. power, or the | inclination of 
hurting us. Convince them, that he who 
loveth not his brother, whom he hath ſeen, 
eannot love God, whom he hath not ſeen: By 
thy grace, render us of a humble, meek, and 3 
forgiving temper ; ſubmiſſive to our fu — 


courteous to our equals and friendly to our 5 


inferiors; at leaſt, condeſcending to them. 
Enable us to put our truſt and confidence in 
thee alone; at all times knowing, that though 
clouds and darkneſs ſometimes environ thee, 
yet, that juſtice and judgment are the habita- 
tions of thy throne; mercy and truth go ever 
before thy face! Teach us to live foberly; 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, 
having our converſation in heaven, from whente 
we look for the coming of our. Lond. . Maſs 
8 
Be kane O Lord, to receive ahi thinks ; 
for every favour, whether of a temporal, or 
1 kind, which thou this day haſt made 
to paſs before us. We thank thee. for our 
food,—our raiment;and: our home; for our 
peace, and our health. O how many more be- 
nefits we enjoy, than what we deſerve Each 
hour comes loaded with them; of one kind or 
another from thee, the Father of gifts Vet 
how cold - and how inanimate are Our returns 
of 9 and obedience ? Shall we ever ci 
Ar 


be pleaſed with the 


: this poor dying 


5 grace a ee us, 0 e e we | 


example, and then, as now, O 


God, 8 ourlelves to thy keeping ane 


1 8 the 1 80 Mow. ores a N 


** We 
1 
= 


4 
1 
? ry 
by * * 


& — 


8 PRAYER 


| Fox . NMenrige. 5 


1 God! How tremendous is thy majeſty, 
and how awful the approach into thy N N 
preſence! Conſidering this, well m 2 
Wherewith ſhall we come before e 


and bow down ourſelyes before the High God? 
Shall we come before him with burnt offer- 


ings, with calves of a r old? Will the Lord 


to do even all this, it would be of no manner 


of avail, ſince the cattle on a thouſand hills 


are his, "the Great Proprietor of all, who hath 


mo 1 in the blood of * and goats. 
Wi: But 
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1 INI TEIL V great! and 1 Lord 


ands of rams? or with _ 
ten thouſands of rivers of oil? Shall we give 
our firſt born for our tranſgreſſion, the bun k 
our body for the ſin of our ſoul? Were we 


LS 


% a 


of 


A LEY * 1 
Rut he h 


* 


= 6 66 5 
th wo his mercy ſhewn us, what W 
good, and what he requireth of us, even ta do 


Juitly, love mercy, and to walk humbly with 


ou, God. The facritice of a broken and a 
contrite heart, he hath: aſſured us, He will nat 
deſpiſe ; nay, that he will dwell with the poſ- 
ſeſlr. Will God in very deed dwell with 
men! Will he, whom the heaven of heavens - 
cannot contain, in whoſe ſight. they are not 


clean; and who chargeth his angels with folly, 
: deign to viſit the habitations of poor, im- 


perfect, miſerable men. He not only will, 
but O, that we may always be affected with 
ſuch amazing grace, he hath kindly 1 
that to as many, as in ſincerity receive him, to 
them he will give power to become the ſons 
of God; and they ſhall enjoy every privilege, 
— which that ed diſtinction, can poſſibly 
im ply or convey. 
Whilſt this reflection produces the effect on 
us, which it did on Job of old, even to make 
us abhor ourſelves, and repent in duſt and 


aſhes; it elevates our views of the amiable 
character of the Deity, and refines our ideas 


of his unſearchable goodneſs. - Then our 
mouths abundantly utter the memory of thy 
great goodneſs, and ſing of thy righteouſneſs ; 


for verily the Lord is gracious, and full of 
compaſſion, flow to anger, and of great mercy. 
He upholdeth all that fall, and raiſeth up "oh | 


thoſe that be bowed down. He indeed it is, 
Who will fulfill the deſire of them that fear : 


bim he alſo Will as their cry, 4a will ſave 
8 Fo hem. 


PR 


. ( 917 5 
them. The Lord . all that love 
5 but all the wicked will he deſtroy. 
How ſoothing to our otherwiſe: ee | 
; date: are this repreſentations of thy moral 
government, ſeeing it had been natural for us 
to have dreaded, that amidſt the grandeur and 
multiplicity of thy works, minute concerns 
might have been unworthy of thy notice; in- 
ſtead of which, thy watchful Providence ex- 
tends to every thing thou haſt made. If not a 
hair of our head, ſave what is numbered; and 
ifa ſparrow cannot fall without the divine per- 
miſſion; will he not much more appoint and 
perfect, what concerneth the adorers of his 
great name, as he hath placed it in Jeſus 

Chriſt, Was not this the caſe, ſoon would 
the harmony of nature be ee and all its 
beauty intirely loſt. 

In compariſon of the greater, and more g- 
nificent parts of the univerſe, What is man, 
O Lord, that thou ſhouldſt viſit him, or the 
ſeon of man that thou ſhouldſt in mercy remem- 
ber him; eſpecially, when againſt thee, O 
Moſt High, have we ſinned, and in t light 
done much ill. We have ſinned e. 
ſcience - againſt almoſt every poſſible warning, 
and are no more worthy to be called thine; . 
yet thou makeſt the outgoings of the morning 
and evening to rejoice over us; nay, the day- 
ſpring of redeeming love, 2 on high, hath . 
viſited us. Never let it be our condemnation, . 
that ſuch light hath come into the _—_ Sur - 
that we have. „ ather 
8 „ * 


con- 


RO, 2s 
Win e 65 quay; ee Bay io 
our exiſtence, Yield the re of e | 
our ears have heard, and our hearts, trough 
the operations of divine power, been made to 
receive, and rejoice in the great ſalvation z 
which was firſt ſpoken by the Lord, and after- 
wards confirmedto us, and to all ſucceeding ages 
by them who heard him, As we are not only 
by nature without God in the world, but 
alienated from the love of the truth, and prone 
To every ching which is evil, root out, O Al- 
mighty Ruler of the Skies, from our minds, 
every paſſion or prejudice, which hath in times 
paſt, or may now, obitruct our receiving the 
goſpel in all its parts, as a rule of faith and 
manners, with the greateſt ardor, and ſince- 
rity- Since the way to aggrandize our na- 
ture, and the road to endlets bliſs are fo fully 
diſcloſed, by chis noble diſpenſation of the 
grace of God, under which it is our happineſs 
to live; let us have no fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful works of darkneſs, but abhor every 
falſe and wicked way, which terminates in de- 
ſtruction, and leads to the chambers of death. 
Be it ours to believe the divine and rational 
principles of chriſtianity, and to practiſe its 
pure and exalted precepts, that we may live 
with thee, the Father of Spirits, for ever, and 
be completely happy. Incline us to confider - 
the exceeding great, and eternal weight of 
ory, which awaits every conqueror in the 
. __Whriftian warfare; and that thou haſt no plea- 
uw dure in choſe, who draw back, who * 
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them, - 


Gratiouſly MAT" thou Has of Prayer, 


| the aggravated g 8 thoſe, who, R 


ſtanding its 5 — offered, and the arguments 
wherewith it is ee, reje& thy Son's re- 
ligion, or truſt for ſalvation. any other way, 
than through the name of Chriſt, ſince the 
voice of unerring truth declares, that there 
be ne: other, under heaven, r we can 

Thanks to thee, 0 Lord, for. thy ;oodnels 
in preſerving us, and ours; through tha 


neſs of the night; pardon wherein our imagi- 


nations may have offended againſt thee; and 
ſo aſſiſt, guide, and rule us in all the words, 
thoughts, and tranſactions of this day, as that 


we may have thy approbation at lg hour of 
death, and when time ſhall be no more; for the 


ſake of him, whom thou. heareſt always, and 
to whom, with Thee, and the Holy For be 
everlaſting praiſe and en, e withou 
9 5 eee a An. | 
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"oY PRAYER. 


For. Tors var EvzninG, a 


ede e. mn n who 


* s INFINITE and eternal Being, the u- 
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each other conſtituent 


5 1 „% 


wings döſt thou, which we cannot vom pre- 


owls. yet juſt art thou in all thy ways, A 
Thy eternal 


holy in thy works each one. 


and - | 


power and godhead, are clearly ſeen, in the 


things which thou haſt made; and the moſt 


convincing proofs of thy exiſtence and attri- 
Sures, may juſtly be deduced, from every part 
of thy extenſive univerſe.” Al nature declares 
thy majeſty» and bounty. Nothing has been 
created by thee, but what has either largely 


partook of thy benignity, or clearly 


ſtrates thy unerring wilc 


demon- 
Wm M's ages 


before the Spirit ed upon the face of the 


Waters, or nature enjoyed a regular form,” thou 


-waſt. And when the fun, with the gl 


lorious 


:celeſtial luminaries; which we behold, ' and 


rt of this Atwend 


ſhall be diſſolved, thy years will be no nearer - 
any end, for thou the center of light, er | 


and perfection, endureth evermore. 


How reverently then ought we to · come Ye. 
1028 thee, who laid the! foundations of the 
earth, and ftretched · the line upon it; -who | 


ſhut up the ſea with doors; made the. cloud the 


arment thereof, and thick darknefs a ſwad- - 
dling band for it. We cannot by ſearching 
find thee fully out, nor With the moſt exalted - 
efforts of our underſtanding, trace out thy 
ways in all their- perfection. We adore thee, 
O Lord, for our wonderous frame; thou haſt 
-euriouſly faſhioned our bodies, in the amazing 
fitneſs of parts, and ſymmetry of the whole. 
Oe . the 3 favour, thou haſt 


- 


been 


# 


- 6 9 We JE 
Bech pleaſed to beſtow immortal ſo] 
rendering us ſuperiors over the inferior crea- 
tion, an 0 7 e of knowing thy will, *obey- 
ing the ſame, and enjoying thyſelf. - Thou 
_ haſt put wiſdom in the inward parts, and given 
underſtanding to the heart. Deeper and deeper 

Impreſs us, O univerſal Parent, with the con- 
viction, that the Lord will give grace and 

glory, and will with-hold | no 9 el from os 

"that live uprightly. | 
On this account, may our hearts exceeding- 

17 rejoice, and be lifted up, to magnify thy 

great and venerable name, As it is the 
nobleſt, ſo may it be our moſt pleaſant exer- 

ciſe, to Ley e worthy notions of thy various 
attributes, ſo plainly manifeſted in the works 
of creation. May this produce ſuitable effects, 
_-even' increaſe · our ere purify our de- 
votion, and heighthen our love to thee. We 
are glad, O Lord, that the reins of admini- - 
ſtration are in thy hands, whoſe care preſerveth, 
and is extended over every thing thou haſt 
made. Nothing can happen, but what is ex- 
actly foreſeen, and permitted by irreſiſtible 
might, under the direction of perfect good- 
neſs. The eyes of all wait upon thee, and 
thou giveſt them their meat in due ſeaſon. 

Thou openeſt thine hand, and ſatisfieſt the de- 
fire of every living thing. He even giveth to 
the beaſt his food, and to the young ravens, 

-which cry, He exectiteth judgment for the 
oppreſſed the Lord looſeth the priſoners: The 
5 Lord openeth- the eyes of the blind—the- eh 
= __ raileth 
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nal ſpring, and unfading felicity. 5 1 


mich chom tht aro bowed 1 The 1 
11 the ſtrangers, and relieves the father- 
els and — — From a ſenſe of all theſe 


re 


-hereon, place our hope, that though the 
a Fon, 0 Providence. towards hug may 


” de dark, and to our feelings as men peculiarl 
ſevere, yet they come from the beſt of Be Beings, 


Who does nothing without an uſeful deſign, 


and who loves us with a far truer regard, than 


we do ourſelves. Thy word hath aſſured _ 
udgment is thy ſtrange work, and that 
| no pleaſure. in the death of a ſinner ; 
that. 1 5 never willingly grieves, nor 
the children of men, though it pleaſes 


_ thee frequently to lead them by the croſs to the 


crown, and through manifold tribulations, both 
in mind and body, and outward to ter- | 


1455 us miſerable ſinners, unite in A > AY : 
legging with genuine ſorrow, our rebellion 
Aga thee, and thy holy laws; who, inſtead 
of puniſhing us, as we deſerved, hath given 


the Ss aſtoniſhing inſtance of pardoning love 


and mercy, in ſending thine only, and dearly 


beloved Son, to redeem a. guilty world ; e 


by his once offering up of himſelf, we, who 


believe in him, and to whom he is. precious, 
___faved, through the merits of his death, might 
live for ever. We bleſs thee, that with the 
ſame chearfulneſs he undertook, he did like- 
wiſe accompliſh, the grand and myſterious 


ok of our redemptions Oo Ry _— 


called by thy example may we live=an” thy 
righteouſneſs may we ſtand before the Fathers 


throne, and wathed from our fins 0 5 


may our expectations of future glory be well 
founded. Send, according to thy gracious pro- 
miſe, the Comforter, to inſtruct us; to abide by 


faith and love in our hearts; and to enlightem 


our minds in the knowledge of thoſe important 
truths, contained in the ſeriptures, relating to 
our eternal intereſt. Deny us not thy grace, 


aſſiſting to the improving * whatever is 


handed down for our ſpiritual edification, whe- 
ther in faith or practice. Let the time paſt 
of our lives, even in our own ſerious eſtima- 


tion; be more than ſuffcient to have done the 


will of the fleſn; now help us to walk circum- 
2 redeeming the time, becauſe the days 
are evil. Enable us, O Fountain of Mercies ! 
to ceaſe our purſuit after empty objects of hap- 
pineſs ; nor ſuffer us to reſt ſatisfied,. with the 
appearances thereof, but turn us with our 
whole heart and mind to ſeek thee, the livin 
God, the only ſource" of freſn and pepe 
joys. Warmed by che ſpirit of the holy re- 


igion which we profeſs; may we embrace in 


the arms of difinirereſted benevolence; all mans 


kind : only in its acts, diſcriminating the virtu- 


or ous, from the vicious. Teach us contentment 
in every ſta 


* 


we are ' healed—without thee our ſouls "og | 
been undone for ever by thy name are we : 


tate of life, being firmly perſuaded, 
nnn ² OGG | 
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i confer” every thing ee, for our: pro refs 
in ꝓiety. Senſible we have here no ſixed 
abode, let us ſtudy to lay up for ourſelyes*trea- 
ſure in heaven. Raiſe us, O Lord, to the par- 

ticipation of e and ſerene pleaſures, 
the moſt ſuited to our intellectual capacities; 
that we may more and more reſemble thee,” 
the original and higheft good; that living the 
life, we may die the death of the righteous 
and ſo, having all aur ſins freely pardoned, and 
our natures truly ſanctified, we may obtain 
eternal ſalvation, . through "Jeſus Chriſt,” our 
Lord and Redeemer, in whom we deſire to be a 
. e e e de . 
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LORD: God of Truth 1 e no „ Gol 

like thee in heaven above, or on earth 
beneath, who keepeſt covenant and mercy with 
thy ſervants, that walk before thee, with all 
their heart. Behold the heaven, and the 
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee! how 
much leſs can our narrow underſtanding form 
. en idea of thy. exiſtence and. 1 pl | 
tions f 


n 8 


. 55 
ſits as king on many art exalted ans: 
all principalities and powers ſaints and ſera- 


phims are raviſhed with thy glory. Of old 


haſt thau laid the foundation of the earth; and. 
che ſpacious firmament is the work of thy. 
_. hands—they ſhall periſb, but thou ſhalt endure; 

yea, all of San ſhalt wax old like a garment, 
as à veſture ſhalt thou change them, and they 
hall be changed; but en. art the ſame, and 
thy years ſhall have no end. Millions of f bleſſed. 
ſpirits in the regions above, adore thy greatiieſs, 
. though they cannot climb. the topleſs throne, 


: built on gems inſufferably bright; and vail, 


their faces, in preſence of th matchleſs ma- 
Jjeſty, who, lays-at thy feet ſubſtantial beams of 
gloomy night. Holineſs and honour wait upon 
thy throne; mercy and peace go continually 
before thy face. The ſceptre of thy kingdom: 
is an everlaſting ſceptre thou loveſt righteouſ-- 
neſs, and hateſt iniquity; and therefore they 
that come before thee, muſt worſhip thee in 
_ ſpirit and in truth; if Would be either: 
heard, or received acceptaby by. thee... i: 
Holy Father of denies ſuffer us in our 


approaches to thy throne of grace, to make — 9 es 
. of thy promiſes, whenever our ſins make us 


afraid; and our minds are rather deſpondi 


re to our future ſtate. We will truſt in | 


thee, not fearing what -:fleſh can do, aware, 
that it can only at moſt deſtroy the body; nor 
even that, without thy permiſſion; whereas it is 
| hy high ae * feet from 
falling, 
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kinda, muſt prove o many helps, — ng N 


us to walk before thee in the light of the living, 


and the ſteadineſs of :thoſe, whoſe hearts are 


rene wed. Aid us to accept thy gracious in- 
vitation; and to come, vile and worthleſs as we 
are, unto the Saviour of all them that believe; | 


perſuaded, that thy yoke is eaſy, and thy bur- 


— . and not only that he who cometh 


unto thee, in the way and manner preſeribed 
in the goſpel; thou wilt in no ways caſt out, 


but likewiſe aſſured, that thou art a Aeg 
of all theſe; that diligently ſeek thee. . 


Be pleaſed, O Lord, to aſſiſt us in dichatg- 


ing our duty, both to thee; to ourſelves, and t our 


fellow- creatures. May we finterely love thee 


with our whole heart, obey thy juſt command- 
ments, praiſe thee among the people, and ing 


unto thee with univerſal nature; for thy mercy 
is great unto the heavens, and thy truth unto! 


_ _ the clouds. Immortal thanks be thine that 


notwithſtanding our ingratitude, and compli- 
cated offences, thou art fill calling upon us 
to repent, believe the. Spe and Ive: for 5 


ves „ n 
lade cnitdubros; 0 Bes n 


of Light and Purity! to be moſt unworthy. to 


e in thy preſence, or to obtain thy: 
gard, having — to preſent unto thee, but 
ſinful; polluted, and deformed ſouls; which- Y 
deſerve no longer to be accounted: — be- 
me 2 liable to final — 2 . 


* 


! . 


* are nne E | Nc title: to any more 
_ tenders of mercy, Who have fo bn elpiſec 


them, and rejected the very purpoſes of divine 


love towards ourſelves. How can we expect to 

7 e the richneſs of thy love, or the depth _ 

CITY goodneſs, treaſured up in Chriſt Jetus, 
av 95 


e ſo baſely preferred the trifles, and pa- 


9 of this world, to the ennobling joys of 
real piety, and the glories of a future ſtate? 5 
Thou indeed made it the chief end of our re- 
ation, that wWe ſhould g 2 * thee, but, alas! 


we, though the nobleſt, and the 9515 highly 
favoured of thy works here below, have ſeaſt 
of all been careful, to perform the enjoined,” 


and the important taſk,” Every thing elſe, hath 
better anſwered. the end of their being called 7 | 


into exiſtence,” than man; whoſe buſineſs, as 


the een prieſt of nature, was to have ſet is | 


to the reſt,” That 1 
| ep never will return, and whi 


have employed in thy ſervice, and in the en- 


largement of our faculties, we have Gilnddice! 


in the meaneſt Ways, or directi) laviſhed on 
ſin and forbidden pleaſures. We have for- 


faken thee, the fountain of living waters, and 


gone in queſt of muddy ſtreams, incapable be 
real refreſhment, ' mer unit for” . Kr 5 5 


thirſt of the ſoul. 
Greater love 4 15 vari e h, Mn as 
he lay down his life for his friends. Vet wel 


| haſt thou commended thy love to us, while we 
were ünners, and W to God, thraugh 
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„ 
Wichert. . and 1 7 0 ons, Che 
hould die for us, che juſt, for the unjuſt, that 
ET might bring us to God. What love muſt 

med 5 Eternal F ather 8 breaſt, to- 
a wretched ſons. of men, ere he ſent 
„55 40 ſon to die for them I and what monſters 
of ingratitude and rebellion are we, who have 
rejected that Holy One? deſpiſed the rich prof- 
wo of heaven 8 our reecvery; and by our 
ſinful; lives, have diſhonouret that excellent 
| "nes, whereby we are called thine, and 1 | 
titled o thy ee ? Let us add, in thy 
e, while thus we confeſs and plead with 
N 0 Thou Hearer of Prayer, our total 
| inability. to recoyer ourſelves, from that la- 
2 miſery and woe, wi which we baue ; 


unge 
5 i en our caſe, 0 Soverci 
| Ruler of the Univerſe ! for the fake of — 
Eternal Son, who is Jehovab Rophi, the Lord 
Fr ee the interceſſion — 
readful agony, expir oans in our 
half. Ds abs dear dog ty now our 
4 the aſt Saviour, and coming judge, may 
5 chaſtiſement of our peace have been 79 
Ma s croſs be our way to the crown, and 
Fe Hear the ſacred fountain of our cleanſing! 
* Enlg hten our minds by the beamy efful- 
gence” 5 thy Holy Spirit, ph we, _ wh 
Jong. ſat in darkneſs, and under the ſhadow of 


death, may have light and liberty,. under the 


Hanner of redeeming Jove. Bring. us into thy 
e- dee, and let erery of ecept of 1 
oly 


holy tans * ſweet unto our tate. The 
way of falyation/|niay- we not on clearly 
Pr ig but zealbuſly purſues} Free us from 
very corrupt affection, and intereſt, that either 


blind or ſeduce: us in our ſearch after truth: 


render us impartial in our inquiries, and ready; 

trhenever it is diſcovered to us; to receive it 
from an ardent love thereof; and td continue 
7 ſtendfaſt in the proßeſhon and pradtice: of it, to 


theend of our days. We perfectly: Gur- 
ſelves, Thou ole infa e 6 


human race, to chy condudt- and direction 


believing thy mere) and goodneſs to be ſuch, 
a will not ſuffer thoſe, who rely upom thy 
uidance, and ſincerely pant after the know- 


demnation. If we ate in any error or 
—— about any ching relating, to the true 
worſhip and fervice of thee our God, and our 
everlaſting portiom ; we ear deg of ther, 
e nds der tne ce dane truth to us, 
and to lead us by thy unerr ng wiſdom; in the 
K wherein thou wouldſt — org If 
Swing to 3 —— grace, we are already 
| drought into the paths of truth, as we humbly 
truſt we are, confirm and eſtabliſt us in them, 


more and more; * our doubting, —raiſe 


out deſponding minds, give us peace and joy 


in believing, keep us in thy fear, and inva- | 


riably incline our hearts to compaſſion, ahd un- 


feigned charity towards om! oY are in en, 
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5 Wan bleed ener bade ini 
tae — do his will ſhall Toes his os | 
trine; grant, O Lord, that we may never 
knowingly offend thee, in any thing, or ne- 
glect to perform what our ie rs dictates 
to be thy will, and our duty. Make us to 
conſider, that "exceeding. great and eternal 
weight of glory, which thou haſt promiſed to 
thoſe, ho ſurmounting every difficulty in the 
heavenly warfare, at laſt prevail ouer the world, 
with i charms, for thy ſake. Let thoſe 
oys which are fo much above our thoughts, 
be ever in them. Let our inability fully to 
comprehend, whites we are in the body, the 
of thy kingdom, heighten our de- 
fires to become the ſubjects thereof. Let our 
lives be a perfect, er perpetual- ſacriſice of 
uniform obedience, ever pleaſing in thy fight, 
which gives a true dignity to ourſelves, and is 
of the greateſt utility to others; thereby al- 
luring them from evil. ebenes to the purſuits 
of rectitude and virtue. Maintain Ins our 
breaſts, ſuch chearful thoughts of thee, that 
we may continually draw near with a joyſul f 
heart, being glad to part with: the. amen uf ; 
every other object, for mental intercoi im 
heaven. Preſide this day over ——— . 
words, and actions. Receive our thanks for 
thy preſervation of us, through the ſilent 


| ko er of the night, for the refreſhing flum-- 


bers thou gave to us, and to ours: Ihe lives 


thus preſerved, Lord, we devote to thee, which _ 


do thou accept, for the fake of thine only Son, 


in | whom we * to be heard. Ame. 
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Fo gh 1 (e's. rag 
F os T bleed it DONE a rhe 

AVI rious-Eord God Omnipotent ! : 
amazing is thy long ſuffering and dene 

in ſtill allowing us to draw the vital air, and 
take thy ſacred name in our polluted, lips! 
ſince, long ere now, thou might have cut us 
oft accounting us only as cumberers of the 
ground. How many are daily falling on our 
right and left hand, who bade fairer for long 
life than us, and probably would have made 
a far better uſe of it, than we have as yed 
done. But oy ways are not as our ways, 
nor thy thoughts as our thoughts. Thou, QA 
Lord, Pertecly hateſt all iniquity; in whoſe 
ſight nothing that is impure, or unclean, ſhall 
ever ſtand ; and will never be reconciled to 
any impenitent ſinner how ſhall ſuch imper- a 
fect and miſerable: finners, dare look up to 
thee, or crave; thy protection? Thou art he, , 
whoſe: dreadful wrath is revealed from heaven, 
againſt all ungodlineſs, and unrighteouſneſs of 
men; and who will render tribulation and an- 
_ guiſhy to every ſoul that doth evil. Give us 
grace ſo _ conſider the power of: incenſed 
e ad ä — a8 i "_ 1 


N 2 28 ane. 


not aſſuage, but augment dur grief, There, 


the continual and bitter remembrance of the 
and aggravations, which led to theſe 


cauſes, 
dreadf 1 pangs, muſt add fuel to our En, 
and increaſe our woeful diſtraftion.. _ 


WMe confeſs ourſelves, moſt righteous Jud ge 5 
to: be grievous and abominable ſinners ; - who 


merit the rigours of thy indignation. How 


many, and foul beyond 2 are thibake 
_ fences, which by thy grace we are now enabled 


' to diſcover in kde? They * 7 


our hearts, and obtrude on our ref 


Large and diſmal is the catalogue af aur treſ- 
paſſes againſt ee, our gracious God inſt 
dur our neighbour, and our on beſt intereſts. 3 


of Which, being a violation of thy 
5 7 is enough not only to throw us from thy 


4 of probation, S FE our 1 leſt — a 
ſorrow when it is too late, and ſuffer in that 
horrid place, where weeping and wailing will 


. 


love, but alſo to condemn us. Thy holy v 0 


declares, he that offendeth in one point, is 
guilty. of all. After all, how few are thoſe we - 
perceive, in compariſon of thoſe, - which + we 


cannot call to mind, but are nevertheleſs mark - 


ed » 1 awful book of remembrance, and 
wy all-ſeeing eye. Our fins, O God, 


are like the ſand on the ſea-ſhore, and greatly 
aggravated; moſt: of them often repeat 


ed, and 


become cuſtomary, en and habitual. And 


whither then would not ſuch a multitude of 


_ trangreflions fink us, if thy mercies were not 


TO and phe my able to cleanſe 


from 


* 
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Geek ns 1 0 moſt picful ar Indu- : 
| 009: Tons with ſhame, and * 
trition heart, we acknowledge, our av 1 55 = 
lighted the means of pd. eee bes _ 
to. thy: counſels, and, C -embittering thought ! 2 
by that very patience and forbearance, which 
ſhould have led us to re e, we have en- 
eouraged ourſelves. to ſin more freely. Be 
cauſe judgment is not ſpeedily executed. againſt | 
our t evil works, we have preſumed to imagine, 
the Almighty. God to be ſuch as ourſelyes, 
and have ſet dur hearts to do that which 1 
neither pious,.” right, nor juſt, Even after 
numberleſs reſolves, ſometimes made in the 
days of health and proſperity, but far oftener 
made in times of adverſity 2nd riſe 6 after 
e moſt ſolemn vous — engagements, and 
the moſt religious proteſtations of love to theey 
une haye 5 nee and fer at 
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ſay all 2 | 
' inſenſibility of our own auen 
2 r in thy holy po rude we meditate on: - 
theſe things, brings new and true accuſations 
Aa Rn for wie feel not that deep humilia- 1 
tion, — that piercing grief, that fel&abhorrence” MW 
for cheriſning of them, which we ought to- mij 
haves neither, O Thou immaculate Source f 
Purity l do we ſind in our hearts, that fervent 
love of thee—that true zeal for thy hon in 
chat hungering deſire after | righteouſneſs: and k 
page, e e e ng bo po 1 
tie . 15 # 225 | | « 
Bil it; n il as Ae, 


; ffs 5 e . 
L 5 . - 


[1 


1 2 )- 
- 6 - After. all this, now. that retired from ne 
world, we lie proſtrate before thy ee. £ 


what. have we to plead? O Lord, we cry 
puilty—guilty—guilty ! We have nothing to 
ay in our own excuſe, nor any other refuge, 
but that mercy, which we have ſo long abuſed. 
Our conſcience, thy word, — thy providence; 
as well as thy infinite knowledge condemns us. 
Our offences liſt their cry, even to the throne 
of the Almighty againſt us ; ſo that unleſs 
thou wilt be pleaſed to view the ſatisfaction 
made by thy N who is Jehovah Shammah, 
the Lord our. righteouſneſs, to liſten to his 
powerful interceſſion in our behalf; and to 
conſult thine own bowels of inexhauſted com- 
paſſion, and ſrom all theſe, draw arguments of 
clemency, - we are undone . every; DF our 
_ own fooliſh choice. 

We from the bottom. ts our | <a thatk | 
thee, O gracious Lord! for the goodneſs of 
thy providence diſplayed towards us, in our. 


peculiar ſituation of life; that we are born of 


Chriſtian parents, and hve in a land, where 
we amply, and quietly enjoy, the ineſtimable 


; privileges of the goſpel of peace. Let not 


theſe, with other bleflings of a ſunilar nature, 
be forgotten, becauſe they are common. * 
and greatly to be praiſed, is the wa | 
Being, who hath declared, Let- the wicked 


man forſake his way, and the unrighteous man 7 


his thoughts, and let him turn to the Lord, 

who will have mercy on him, and to our God, 

who. will abundant y.pardon, Do thou wc 5 
0 


5 
ho art ſuch a lover of ſouls, ; 
Jeſus Chriſt, have merey upon us, 
ſouls, for they are miſerabl * by fin, 
and blot out our tranſgreſſion for thine own 
name's fake. 
ceive — ſinners, heal our blackſlidings, 
and love us freely. We deſire to return unto 
thee, hating and an what before we took 
ſuch delight in. O turn not thy reconeiled 
face from us, but allure us, and ſpeak com- 
fortably by thy word and providence. to us. 
Break our hearts for ſins which we have « 


that they may be an acceptable ſacrifice unto „ 


thee. Purify us intirely by the waſhing of rege- 
neration, and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. 
_ Everlaſting 


n of David, for ſin and for uncleanneſs ! 
Deliver us, Lord God of Hoſts, from the 
rul en and from A flavery 

for thiee, - he living God, to well in; by 


or the fake of 
"heal our 


Thou who haſt promiſed to re- 


praiſe be aſcribed to thee, O thou 
Redeemer of mankind, for the acceſs we have 
opened to the 


_ caſting out the man of fin, with all his'appur- 


tenances; let thy Holy Spirit take poſſeſſion, 
and ſo rule and reign in us, that we may ſee 
and know the things chat are of God; that we 
may be brought from darkneſs to f | 
from che thraldom of Satan, to the liberty of 
the ſons of God. Work in us a perfect hatred” 


of all that thou hateſt, and an unfeigned affec- 


tion” to every thing agreeable to thy will and 
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and overcome temptations of whatever. kind, 
and to perſevere in a virtuous conduct, 'abound- 
n. and love, and all goodneſs. Cru- 
cify..the world uato us, and us unto the world 
Wack us to uſe it properly, never its | 
Enable us to renounce all its glittering ; 
and. deluding vanities, and that fatal friendlhip 
with it, which is enmity with tchee. Thou 
— of boundleſs clemency, and great re- 
r of every little grace, who wilt not 
book the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoak- 
ing flax; 2 fan the feeble ſpark within 
our. boſoms, which thine own ſpirit did at firſt 


915 infule—quicken it up to a powerful flame, that 


ſhall burn brighter and brighter to the perfect 
day, Though all we can do, is no gain te 
thee, kindly beſtow upon us, every requiſite 
to the running, ſo as n e ee _ 
prize of our Chriftian race. 

Inſtruct our gratitude to conſecrate/ all 15 
thee, fince all by thy bounty will redound to 
our on adva Daily help us to wean 
our affections, from preſent concerns, and tran- 
A 3 in order immutably to fix them 
hoſe, which are eternal. Let the exerciſes: 


. of our faculties, with all the parts of our con- 
5 — in the world, be but ſo many emo- 


tions of hearty love and allegiance to'theez 
and may We: fo, foel the eaſe and fatisfadtion.of | 
well-doing, as to delight the more in thee, 
— 2 — are thoſe of pleaſantneſs, and: all 
whoſe mi? —- peace: that ſo walking in this 


vale. of — 9 of the meek. — 
eompaſſionate 


4 


3 
rn Ae, having his righteouſneſs 
TnL Ih Pre filled with all holi-- 
neſs, we may have peace with the l- 
el ng ad Joys unmingled, and never- 
| hereafter Grant us ſuch an has 

bitu 3 the laſt and dreadſul day 
gg trial, as may excite us to an holy prepara- 
tion, and daily ng for i it, that we may ex- 
pect it with a 3 kope, meet it with 
a humble aſſurance, and be found in the num- 
ber of thoſe happy fouls, who having ſet the 
Lord always before them, during their” pil- 
grimage here, ſhall then hear the joyful 2 
ee. ere * Do 
Father, inherit the projared far 
from before the foundation of the Ser? 1261 
That we, and all that are near and dear to us, 
may hear that ſentence, Lord grant, for Jeſus 
ſake, thy Son and our Redeemer, in wins - 
n * ws: dic gar now Lu te e n 
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1 PFINITELY boly 7 exalted 3 God 
Imighty.! we adore thee as the one gter- 
nal, and nctungeale Being; 3 as the — | 


art r poſlefſed of every poſſidle 2 Thou 


art à rock, thy work is perfect, all ways 
are — God of truth, pete 
iniquity, juſt and right art thou. The whol 
earth is full of thy goodneis, and the azure 
concave affords the moſt amazing proofs of thy 
omnipotence. The briny ocean like wiſe tet- 
tiſies of thee; and thoſe that travel in ſhips 
ſee, and know thy wonders in the mighty deep. 
Every part of nature wears the cleareſt marks 
of its divine author, and when properly ex- 
amined, and conſidered, tends to raiſe and 
cheriſh the ſublimeſt ideas of thee, the ſupreme 
architect of all; vho meted out the heavens 
as a ſpan, laid the foundations of the earth on 
nothing, and holds the waters, as in the hol- 
low of his hand. But thy creative power 
ſhines forth not more eminently, than thy go- 
verning, and preſerving in their reſpective order 
and ſtations, every thing, whether animate or 
inanimate, which thou haſt made. Help us 
particularly to admire thy moral government, 
over the rational part of thy creation; with 
what exuberant kindneſs thou art pleaſed to 
manage the concerns of the ſons of men 5 
Never let us offend our merciful protector, b 
diſtruſting his benignity, or vex ourſelves wit 
diſquieting thoughts about our temporal affairs, 
whatever be their aſpect ; ſince unerring wiſ- - 
dom fits at the helm, preſides over what appears 


to us * moſt 9 and * every 
_ thing 


vs 7 4 
5 4s S-:'4- 2 
hy « * 
5 , 


t 109 1 
ng ber gh belt upon the ky * 
Lord, ſhould we torture ourſelves bane our 
row. cireumſtances? our gloomy views 7 
Worldy matters, —our numerous family,” an and 
the pertiaps almoſt friendlefs poverty, in Whick 
were we taken off this ſtage, our b eeding, yet 
fond hearts muſt leave t em; ; when we ate 
commanded to feek firſt the kingdom of hea- 
ven, and his righteouſneſs, in the firm perſua- 
ſion, that all other things ſhall be added unto 
us; and are further aſſured, that the ſeed of the 
ri ichteous ſhall never be forſaken, nor his poſ- 
terity beg bread. In oppoſition to the maxims 
of 1 prudence, how öften have we ſeen. 
thoſe riſe to affluence and honours,” who had 
been left in the moſt helpleſs and unprovided 
2 when the wealth of others, hath neyer 
js ah ride of felicity in any ſenſe ; but 
melted imperceptibly away, till the poſfeſfo, 
quite expoſed to misfortune, hath bore ſome 
of its bittereſt darts. Give us, O Heavenly 
Father, neither poverty, nor riches, but reſig⸗ 
nation to thy will, and contentment Win mat, 
which it is thy pleaſure: to beſtow. ß. 
Remove far from us, Lord, all neh 
or unlawful depreflion of f pirits. Never may 
we baniſh reſt from our Wente, by W 
of thy pardoning merey, or favour in a comi 
ſtate, "We have the written word, the fure 
guide to our feet, and the moſt ſolid pn M 
of hope. There we learn the purpoſes -of 
grace, and there we find that none are ex- 
Juded from thy W * who do not 


"x 


by undelief and * lads 88 . 
infinitely holy and good God, could never de- 
cree the damnation. of the work. of his ow- n 
hands. He that wept over. Jeruſalem, would 
neyer from all eternity have doomed from his 
pleaſure, any part of his ereatures to everlaſt- 
ing woe... Why are ye caſt don, © our ſouls! 
And how long ſhall vain thoughts injurious. to 
the charactef of, the Parent of the Uni verſe, 
 Jodge within us? Provided we act according to 
the rules of virtue, and obey the — a 6 
7 ments of our God, eſpecially, as inforced v 
us in the goſpel - Sec, our glorious 
deemer, in whom we are juſtified — God; 
and through whom we have righteouſneſs and 
; ification, and complete redemption, ' Con- 
Vince * more and more, O Tou King of 
Saints] that the truth of che promiſes, reſt on 
the immutability of the divine nature; and, 
therefore, if our endeayours to pleaſe God are 
honeſt . el and in 8 am our 
 falents an LIL 7 99! hay nd u 
it, chat where we fail, the grace of "God f 
de ſufficient for us, and his ane perfected 
in our weakneſs, ' 
Building on this wack, may our tru de un- 
thaken, notwithſtanding every oppoſition, we 


meet. with in the world. Gite us, ſince 


we are baptized. in his name, to know in a 
ſaving manner, Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 


| ſent, Enable us to pield a perfect ſubjection 


to * and cordially to embrace him in his 
ſtupendou offices. of _— nas, Cw 
125 


1 Fr 141 5 
. whilſt we voluntarily dedicate 3 
to his juſt and pleaſing ſervice; ever after re- 


mainin uniformly attached to his banner, and 


his cr Forbid we ſhould ever in our choice 
and eſteem, put any thing, below the ftars, in 


competition with the rewards of virtue, and 


the unſpeakable glories of a coming fate. 
Conſcious of having too Fry wrought We will 
of the fleſh, let us now ſtudy to walk in new- 


neſs of. life, - depending on this Son of God, ; 
| who, by his ſpotleſs life, and exemplary death, - 


is become our wiſdom, ſanRification, and com- 


plete redemption. We, weary. of vanity, and 
dare dl * with the falſe, the intoxi- 


. enes of this world, come unto thee, 
„ © God. who haſt the words of eternal life, 
begging the. pardon of all our ſins, and the en- 
Joyment of thoſe things theu ſees meet for us. 


Render us able proficients i in the rr of 
& 


our own hearts, and in the fear of the 
Which is the beginning of wiſdom. Help us 


ſo to watch. over the various avenues, conduQt- 


ing to the heart, as that nothing improper may 


ever. inſnare our affections, or bewilder our un- 


ee Bleſs us with moderation of ſpi- 
rit, and a contented temper, - that while we 


carefully uſe. all appointed means, and are ac- 
tive in our ſeveral ſtations, we may ſtill de 
ſubmiſſive to the diſpenfations of. Providence, 


and truly reaſonable in our views, opinions, 
and dealings with others. Hear theſe our 


Erne, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord 
Amen. 
A PRAYER 


d Saviour. | F Amen, and 


* 


e . PRAYER 


Fox ava Evenins., 


EY * 


O UR Father Se art in Pieter . 
lowed by thy name, thy kingdom come, 5 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven; 

permit us at the cloſe of this day, ere we com- 
mit ourſelves to ſlumber, and the darkneſs of 

the night, again to render thee our moſt hear 

and humble thanks, for thy manifold mercies, 

which from time to time, thou in thy great 

exuberance to thy creatures, makeſt us to en- 
Joy.” Early were we caſt upon thy care, nor, 
in the leaſt inſtance, have thy protection, or 
thy bounty, ever forſaken us. All thy paths 


F — dropt fatneſs down to us, nor haſt thou 


with-held the choiceſt of the wheat; although: | 
in numberleſs inſtances, we have not hearken- 


eld unto thee, or the preſſing invitations of wu, 5 


dear Son, our Saviour. 
For indeed we are cortupt nd with z we 
were conceived in fin; and brought forth in : 


| iniquity: yet from the very firſt breath we 


20 0 hath thy parental care ſuſtainecd 


us. Amidſt the variety of accidents and diſ-- 


eaſes, to which the tender years of infancy. 


| and * are expoſed, and * numbers 


Who 


ws were the bond tag 25 chole: earthly pa- 
rents, fell by theſe ; it was thy ſovereign plea- 
ſare, moſt gracious God] to fave us. In the 
ſlippery and heedleſs paths of youth, thou con- 
deſeended to be our guardian and friend. 
Often when thou, and thy perfect laws were 
not in all our thoughts; but when we lived 
without the leaſt knowledge of thee ; diſregard- 
ed all thy righteous ſtatutes, and did nothing 
but 'oftend in thought, word, or deed. Even 
then, O Lord, didit thou "watch over us for 
good; frequently led us in a way which we 
knew not, nor ſuffered our folly to be our 
ruin. Hadſt thou, O perfect Source of un 
created Excellence ! delivered us over to the 
juſt, and on our ſide merited conſequences of 
the head- ſtrong luſts, and paſſions, Which in 
that unthinking period of, life, for the moſt 
part, rule over us, and in us; an where had 


we now been !—with Dives, perhaps, in the 


place of inexpreflible torments, lifting up our 
eyes to the bliſsful ſeats. afar off, never to be 
approached by us; and from the me ungen 
miſery, recollecting the happineſs once in our 
power, but which, in that caſe, it would be for 
ever impoſſible to acquire. 

Let us, moreover, Ve in rely! nk 
preſence,” the various and complicated-guilt of 
confirmed .manhood. Not only with many of 
us, hath youth been one continued act of re- 
bellion, but more advanced years, have proved 


dreadful adyancements in guilt, by the indul- 


gence of thoſe * e God,—our- 


ſelves, © - 


* . 


n . 5 
Abe and our neighbour: ; which experience 
.ought to have corrected, and which ſtand re- 
probated in the ſcriptures of truth. Oh 1 with | 
what grief of heart, and confuſion of face, 
muſt we recollect the times, and occaſions, 
when and where, we forſook the guide of our 
youth, and, what is far more, moſt ſhamefully 
forgot the covenant of our God, which we had 
voluntarily, and ſolemnly declared, we would. 
5. in, and Man 0 were it unto death it- 
_ + yen hors we hives: attempted to e 
| 2 duty, alas! how many imperfections have 
< wi with our beſt performances; and what 
fihneſs, or vanity, have adhered to our moſt 
| bags endeavours? Lord, wert thou as ſtrict 
t puniſh, as thou art to mark iniquity, who 
could ftand before, or dare to anſwer, for the 
Jeaft of the many thouſands, wherewith we are 
chargeable in thy ſight! Lay not then, O mer- 
' cifal God! the, iniquities of our holy things, 
when compared with thine infinite purity, to 
Dur charge. How wandering and worldly, 
have we often been in prayer, both public and 
Private? in the hearing or reading of thy word; 
and in our attendance upon ordinances of the 
1? Dear Saviour | how have we trampled 
_ bn thy merits, and done deſpight unto the ſpi- 
Fit of thy grace? How lukewarm, under the 
meditations of thy amazing paſſion, and how 
wnfraitful, - nl hae ve een? force of thy 


TROP! have we F 3 | 
PR Thanks, 


4 


-,, * 
Thanks, O God, to thee; for ſparing luch 
9 of the ground, and for the daily 
inſtances of goodneſs, both ſpiritual and; tem- 
| * which thou makeft to paſs before us: 
e bleſs thy holy name, O Lord, for our daily 
food, and raiment, and for our health, chat 
ſweetner of all other comforts. Preſerve us, 
and var little god and the place of our "+ 
bitation, nights from all evil. Let our 
| [tread Ver: refre ing, —undliſturbed by danger, 
and fit 5 for the more aer duties of the 
enſui Ay, if it es thee to grant it. At 
han Bar 0 time ee 3 find our- 
e with thee; in a ſtate of reconciliation, 
| Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, N Wen 
ve del to be heard. Br | | 


A. PRAYER 


For Fu 1 Au Menus no. 


Ps THOU moſt peileck and ineffable Nute | 
AZ of all Happi nels and Perfection! who 
Wake every th hing 1 85 being, - who command- 


ed, and it ſtood faſt. We, whom thou haſt 


ſo a favoured i in our creation, by crown- 
; OR | ing 


*＋ 116 ) 


ing us with honour and dignity, aboye the 
other inhabitants of this lower world; enjay Wall 
the aſſurance we can reaſonably aſk , Of+: 
1 to do us good; and that, "thoug 
thou dwe leſt. in that high a and holy place, Which 
no mortal eye hath, or can at any time ap- 
proach; he et thine . ears are ever open to N 
1 Juſtly art thou ſtiled the deſire; 

y the period come, when thou ſhalt {ow the 
1 object of religious worſhip of all nations. 
So little of thee, O Lord, do we ſinful rea- 
tures, after our cloſeſt ſearch know, that we 
cannot praiſe thee, according to thine excel- | 
lent greatneſs. We humbly beg the aſſiſtance 
of thy Holy Spirit, that we may worſhip thee 
in an acceptable manner; and only employ. the 
various powers of our underſtanding, in ad- 
vancing our own progreſs in virtue, May we 
recount Wy. eee acts, with the <a of 


da 
ae NT eo e n eee 


O Lord, that thin ee us to W 
with thee, is a wonder; therefore grant, that 
in all the duties of religion, whether the more 
ordinary, or the more ſolemn; our approaches 
to thy throne, may be with fit arguments, and 
our thoughts be preſented to thy gracious ear, 
in truly evangelical and humble requeſfs. O 


gather in our wandering ideas, purify. them, 


and fix them on the contemplation of thoſe 
divine truths, which repreſent, in the cleareſt 

anner, our relation to thee, and thy exceed- 
ing great kindneſs to the ſons of, men. By 


b | 


3 1 * 
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ſpending every hour, like expectants of a glo- 

rious immortality, help us to walk 1 in thy fear, , 
all the days of our life. | 
In a fingular, a heart-felt, and life-reforming . 
manner, Kane our mind, by the powerful ope- 
rations: of thy juſtifying grace, and ſanctifying 
ſpirit, -with the livelieſt impreſſions, of thy good- 
neſs, in bringing us from | darkneſs, into the 
marvellous light of the goſpel of Chriſt. Let, 
every tongue above and below, praiſe thee, 
thou Eternal and Sovereign Good ! for thy un- 
ſpeakable gift to mankind, Chriſt Jeſus; who, 
in the Father's eyes, hath for all who believe 
in him; finiſhed tranſgreſſion, made an end of 
fin, and brought in an everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs, For ever celebrated be the depths of, 
infinite wiſdom, that alone knows the way to. 
bring good out of evil, in every providential 
concern; that not only reſtores mankind to 
their nirſt degree, but makes even their fall 
ſupply them. with a nobler ſong, and raiſes them 
to a diviner height. Lord, as' thy. benig-. 
nity turns all 8 to the advantage of thoſe, 
Who truly love and ſerye thee; ſo let thy 
choſen, crown thy mercies, with the warmeſt 

a Hong of -increaſing gratitude,  -_ 

Thou, O Moſt High God, didſt not depute 
an angel, but thy 1 who knowing the in- 
eee of the heavenly hoſts, for the amaz - 
ing work, offered himſelf, nor truſted the ma- 
nagement to the higheſt leraphim. Thou, O 
compaſſionate Redeemer, didſt bend, the hea- 

vens, and come down; trod the wine-preſs of 
* „„ 


the Father's wrath, - and when there was no 
eye to pity, and no hand to ſave, bore our fins: 
in thy own bleſſed body on the tree. O AI. 
mighty Paraclete, and Divine Comforter,” who 
taught and fitted the Apoſtles, in the day of 
Pentecoſt, for their Maſter's work; deſcend, 
and dwell by faith, and love, in every breaſt: 
enabling ours, in a ſpecial manner, to extol 
the Lamb of God, who taketh away the ſins 


of the world. What ſhall we render unto him, 


who vouchfafed to be born of a humble virgin, 
though of the lineage of David, that the ſcrip- 
ture might be fulhlled ; and condeſcended to 
the weakneſs of a child, -a wonderous child, 
who taught the fages'of Iſrael at twelve years 
of age, though his parents had been poor, 
and uneſteemed in the world. From his ex- 
ample, may we learn bumility, yet pant and 
labour, to grow in knowledge, before God and 
man. May the fame mind he in us, which 


_ was alfo in him; and let it be as our meat and 


drink, in all things, to be. conformable to the 


crucified the Son of God, let us not profeſs 
to believe in him, yet do not the things which: 
he faith. Had they aright weighed the ſpiri- 
| tual, and real meaning of the reſpective parts 
of that revelation, which they vainly affected, 


ſo much to admire and reverence; they would 


a neither have ſlain the prophets, nor put to. an 
ignominious death, the Lord's anointed; but 


Vould have recognized him as their king, and 


embraced 


(r 


3 un as their deliverer- "PI 3 l 


from their dangerous error and miſtake. Con- 
vince that {till infatuated and unhappy people, 
that the Meſſiah who hath already come, was no 
other than Jeſus of Nazareth, and that it is in 
vain for them to look for another. If thoſe 
who deſpiſed  Mofes* law, died without mercy, 
how ſhall any of us, fitting under the goſpel, 


and enjoying without trouble or moleſtation, 


the brighteſt evidences,. and the. ampleſt oppor- 
tunities, preſume to hope for admiſſion into the 
manſions of the bleſſed, if we reverence not a 
Saviour, but cheriſh our prejudices, and die 
in our fins? Dear Jeſus, to the fountain of 
thy blood we fly O waſh us thoroughly from 
every ſin. May they, through thy merits, im- 
puted by faith to us, not break our peace here, 
or riſe in eee againſt us, at 8 tre- 


mendous er:. 
-Phaniks to thee, C 0 A Gab thy. adidas. 


tion of us, through the laſt night for the light 
of another new day. We commend ourſelves, 


and our deareſt conicerns,. to thy holy- Koeping. 
Preſerve us, and our children, from ever 


danger, and eſpecially from offending thee, our 
ou witneſs, and our future judge. Whe- 


our days be long or ſhort on this thy earth, 
O that they may be ſpent in thy ſervice. To 
us to live may it be Chriſt; and to die un- 
ſpeak able, and eternal gain. Whether we eat 
or drink; or are buly in our wonted cares and 


5 _ —_— all 0 0 glory met, of 


4 
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| knowing, 1 cheſe our labours ſhall not % 
in vain. Hear, accept, and anſwer for Jeſus 
e mg 2 our jy 55 . r . 


A 255 * * * * * 
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' For, FDA * 


| THOU omnilcient ng mo 8 | 
0 rived: exiſtence is an eternal now] and 
to whoſe all- piercing eye, the paſt, preſent, and 
future of all poſſible changes, and concerns, 
whether material or immaterial, ſtand equal- 
a 17 clear, and are moſt circumſtantially known 

to thy perfect knowledge. What ſolid conſo- 
lation muſt this ſoothing idea of thee, yield to 
the minds of thoſe, who truly worſhip thee, 
and place their whole confidence in thee 1— 

Ho pleaſing for them to conſider, that when 
they paſs through the waters, thou wilt be 
with. them; and through che rivers, they ſhall - 
not overflow them: when they walk. wad 
The fire of temptation, they ſhall not be burned, 
-neither ſhall the flames of their ſpiritual adver- 
Gries kindle upon them; becauſe thou, the 
Lord their God, the Holy One of Iſrael, their 

Saviour, hath * thou wilt give men 

| | I" for 


{ a=). 


pot chem, and people for their life. \Nothings | 
can divide thy true ſervants from thee ;/theres: 
forte, they need fear nd evil. Under the ſacred 
impreſſions of this divine perfection, well may 
the humble adorers of thy great name, in fer- 
veney acknowledge, L w/ thou haſt been our 
dwielling place in all generations. Befote the 
mountains were brought forth, or evet thou 
hadſt formed the earth, and the world; even 
from everlaſting to everlaſting, thou art G 
For a thouſand years in thy ſight, are ei as 
yeſterday, when it is paſt, and as a watch in 
the night. Who, O Lord, knoweth. the power 
of thine anger, em age e 1 o 
is thy Wrath? „ TM. 
05 how. dreadfully N this Gotten ted 
truth, to affect the — guilty! They 


may, during their continuance in this tranſi- 


tory world, be permitted to ſin with a high 
hand, againſt the Almighty; wretched ſinners 
may deſpiſe revelation, and run counter to 
4 dictate of conſcience, truth, and huma- 
nity ; but what will they do at the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt? The ſmall and great are there: 
every ſon and daughter of Adam muſt there 
appear, and een receive Wu "SY 
to their Works. hs 
O Lord, Moſt. Holy bt Moſt Mighty 
ae in this the day of aasee viſitation, 
and while it is yet called to-day,” if ye will 
hear his voice, who ſpeaketh in the goſpel, and 
not harden your hearts, but conſider your ways, 
bb n with the Kind intention of. CREE 


> 5 — 3 - 


ear ty =: Anbar wry awful me oye nary we 
cannot go from thy ſpirit, or ſſee from thy 
preſence? If we aſcend into heaven, thou art 
there; if we make our bed in the lowermoſt 
parts of the earth, behold thou art were. 
Could we take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermoſt parts of the ſea; thence 
thy right hand would pluck us. In thy rich 
merey, O Fountain oſ Goodneſs l prevent our 
eommiſſion of ſin; becauſe our art may be 
ſufficient to ſcreen: us from the detection of our 
fellow - creatures; ſince the God with whom 
we have. to do, knows our down-ſitting, and 
our up · riſing; yea, underſtands our thoughts 
afar off, ere they are cloathed with words. 
Thou cbmpaſſeſt he's ath of the robber, and 
art acquainted with all the ways of the mid- 
night adulterer. Let none that love evil, ſay 
the darkneſs ſhall cover them, for the darkneds 
hideth not from thee: Thou diſcerneſt flander, + 
however ſecretly conveyed; the moſt fpecious 
falſehood ſtands confeſſed, nor can the ſubtleſt 
8 of fraud, or injuſtice, lie concealed; ſee- 
ing there is not a word in our tongues, but 
104 O0 Lord, it is well known to thee. has 
we now in thy ſolemn preſence, are pleading 
at thy throne 5 grace, we tremble oiprbetdd; 


on 5./ ror to mind the crimes, the errors in 
heart and life, which thy omniſeienee can juſtly 
charge us with. Will the Lord indeed plead 
. Againſt us with his great power „hat then 
n become of us Maga oltenders,: whe. 


ther 


ther old, or you | ung; N * poor 3 AL, Ws. i 
orant; prieſt ſt or people But on 2 . 
——5 to encourage us to come unto, bim, that. 


. may have life, en __ det la 1 


put ſtrength in us. 
4 Father, hear our pi r r ben 
we beg the aſſiſtance of thine own 

to ſtamp the idea of our ever being in thy pre- 
ſence; as well as power, that we may 
every temptation, and fly from the very 
pearance, of what would be diſpleaſing in 25 
light of our Maker. As often as vice, moſt 


eee allures, to her ſuppoſed ſweet, 


| becauſe: ſtolen, embrace, ſo oft may we reply 
with thy ſervant of old, How ſhall we do this 
e and ſin againſt God? What may 
not yet be done in t e virtuous conflict, that 
hath not been done? nay even greater thin 1 
becauſe our Redeemer hath aſcended to his 
ther and our Father, to his God and our Gods 


provided we are at; proper pains to uſe the | 


means within our power. We are not in the 


dawn, but under the meridian of goſpel light, 
ere, - can neither plead ignorance, nor apo- 


logize fer: neglect, of what is ſo expreſsly 
commanded. . laking the beſt uſe of all our 
privileges, may we arrive at a degree of ſimi- 
larity to thy bleſſed image, and become com- 
panions to the glorified above; being through 


the exerciſe of every grace, qualified-to lie 


for ever in thy preſence, and reliſh the-laſting 
joys. of the heavenly. Canaan. - Send forth by 


gh and FO” ruth, to _ us towards thy . 


oly 


Spirit, 


5 bely hill of Zion. 8 more ee * 
ſned abroad thy love in our hearts; drawing 
us eloſer to thyſelf; and dilating us in every 
friendly,” and ſocial feeling, towards mankind. 
Thanks be unto thee, O Lord, through our 
exalted Advocate, that tlie invitation to return 
to our duty and our felicity, is {till prolonged- 
For etetr exalted be thy name, for thoſepious 
emotions, thou, through the inſtrumentality of 
ty word, Hath in times paſt raiſed in our ſouls; 
for thoſe: holy thoughts, and devout affeQions;; | 
whetewith/ thou haft inſpired us, and for the 
inelination of our wills by many ways, and at 
my times, to the choice of what is good. 
This, and every ſueceeding day, which thy pro- 
v may be pleaſed to grant, enable us 
greater aſſiduity, to uſe the means of 
—— Rated to thank thee for the hope of glory. 
et it not ſuffice us to do this only with our 
lips, but in our life and converſation, by de- 
voting ourſelves entirely to thy ſervice. May 
the love of mankind expand our boſoms; and 
on the heads of our enemies, may we heap 
| coals. of fire, by returning good for evil. 
Thanks to thee for all the bleſſings of the 
| day: for every thought, word, or action, 
which gives us pleaſure on reflection and 
which we have grounds to think, tended to 
promote thy glory, and be of ſervice to our 
fellow creature. Let thy angels encompaſs 
round about us, and ours, this night. Direct 
dur imaginations to what is good. Prevent 
dur e 8 from OE * 1 55 10 
ih 


1 6 8115 1 | 

Let our flumbers be refrelbing, and may we 
meet the light of 4 coming' day, with Joving 
hearts, fraught with purpoſes of obedience, 
"through Chriſt, to whom with. Thee, n 
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CY ATA 85 evet bl 
we adore thee as the ſource and center of 
every uncreated perfection; who. bath been 
pleaſed of thine infinite goodneſs, to Grant us 
* light of another returning day; While 
numbers of « our fellow creatures, may h Ve been 
denied the privilege, though perhaps, in ow 
health to us, they , witneſſed the laſt 8 
ſun, How eaſy bad it been for thee, 
God! to have made our ſleep, to. — that I 
death, and our beds our eatly. raver But, 0 
the . ee ſoul, which. never dies ſhould 
that have been the caſe, where now. would it its 
babitation haue been! Either ih the regions of 
bliſs, or in the place of torment; Where the 


worm. dieth not, and the 7 64 is never T 
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I To aur ſhame, and utter confuſion, we con- 
feels, O Lord, that with the conviction of theſe 
truths on our mind, we ſquander away our 
time on trifles, and in worldly opinion, are 
wiſe for every thing, but the momentous con- 
cCerns of eternity. Make us, Holy Father of 
Spirits, of thy grace to know, that to be wiſe 
in the eſtimation of the world, is frequently to 
de the greateſt fools, in the unerrimg eye of 
the great Searcher of, Hearts. What avails 
N all our attainments, if we neglect the weightier 
„matters, mercy, judgment, and faith! Or 
could we gain the whole world, that would 
not be taken at the tribunal of Chriſt, in ex- 
change for our ſouls. Moſt earneſtly do we 
beg of thee, who rules the univerſe, to ftamp 
indelibly on our hearts, a juſt and permanent 
ſenſe of their infinite value. e Ws 
MVluch of our time is run to waſte, and we 
are probably much nearer to the grave, than 
we are aware. Thy holy word informs us, 
that as the tree falleth, ſo it muſt lie. If we 
die in our fins, our bed muſt be in hell. If 
pve ſport with the gracious calls, we muſt bear 
the e Gowns 3 if we trifle with the ten- 
dereſt offers of mercy, we muſt endure the 
unſpeakable effects, of the avenging juſtice, 
of a moſt righteous God. Alas! were this 
to be our deplorable condition, how would it 
be aggravated, from the recollection of our 
Various privileges, and neglected means of 
Having done better? The inhabitants of $0- 
dom and Gomorrah, of Tyre and 1 


- 


| will aw leſs to Pk for i in the day of. judg- | 

ment, than we have, ho ſo 6s A enjoy he 
truths of revelation,. with the ordinances of the 
goſpel, in the moſt unmoleſted, and exten 


1 
++ 


manner. 
_.. How often, 0 3 3 5 1 5 obligations to 
virtue and goodneſs, preis upon our minds, as 


they ſeverally ariſe from creation, providence, 
and grace! Dare we now at. thy. throne of 
grace, in thy awful preſence, deny, that the 


beauties, with the advantages of a truly re- 


ligious life, have often. preſſed themſelves on 
our conſideration? Inſtances of mortality from 


every quarter, paſſing before us, proclaim. our 


5 affinity to the grave, and whiſper in the. par 
of ſerious thought, that corruption is our 


brother, and the worm our ſiſter. 
_ How b ted! how alarmed have we per- 
haps been! when from conſtitutional. com- 
plaints, or unexpected ſickneſs, the inſatiate 
archer hath ſtood in our view, and fitted the 
ſhaft to the ſtring. Our knees have then 
ſmote each other, our ſpirits left us, while 


we kept 8 Spare us yet a little longer, 


O Lord, that we may recover ſtrength, and ſerve 
thee better, than we have hitherto done. Vet, 


when thy afflicting hand hath been removed, 5 


we have forgot our vows, and deliberately re- 


turned to the very paths; we had e no 


more to tread, and gone deeper into thoſe v 
purſuits ; the nature of which, to Aer wit 
their ſeveral ie in our e 


WS 1 


. ws- 3+ 
| that we have almoſt numberleſs times deter- 
mined on thoſe things, which we have never 
performed? Merciful God wert thou even to 
try us, and puniſh us for theſe, independent of 
all our other crimes, and offences againſt thee, 
the ſum would be more than the hairs of our 
1 head, And thy wrath: Wye than we. could 
1 bear.” 0 
Had we always follon 2 thy word. "and be 
dictates of our own. conſcience, how. peaceful 
might the ſtate of our fouls have been? - ho W 
. flair to all the changes of mortal affairs? 
and how diffuſively beneficial to thoſe around 
us? Had we copied thy example, O dear Re- 
deemer, in any kind of proportion to its elear- 
neſs, and purity ; or to the knowledge which 
we have of it, what ſervice might we not have 
done to the cauſe of truth; And t what a 
height, carried our own intellectual improve- 
ments 7 Our! rgnorance, we muſt acknowledge, 
is the natural effect of our amazing carelef[-. 
neſs; and that we have made ſo little progreſs 
on Zion's road, is in to our want of er 
in the preceding ſteps. 1 25 
Alas]! on what a dangerous prniptes 0 
we ſtand ?—Lod, we cry to thee.— Hear us 
for thy name's Kees; us for thy mercy's 
'fake—hear us for thy Son's ſake, who with a 
voice ſuperior to our guilt, cried, Father, for- 
give them. From "this amdraent;: may we 
Awake to the prudent management of our ſpi- 
ritual concerns. We aſk not for wealth, or 
-kpnours,” or long life, but to be . 1 
cre 
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a, ff 
here below, and to have thy friendſhip in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Receive our humbleſt thanks, for thy. / 
long ſuffering patience, and forbearance dll 
this moment, exerciſed towards us; and from 
this moment, may our hearts be thy temple, 
and we wholly thine, O thou King of Saints 
Give command, for thou only canſt; to take 
off from us the garments of ſin, and clothe us 
with the imputed righteouſneſs of our glorious 
„% / IS 
Pardon alſo, and ſet before our minds, in 
order deeply to humble us, the guilt of either 
younger or riper e which lieth at our 
door, for having been ſtumbling blocks to. 
others, and cauſed, perhaps, many of thy true 
Hrael to ſin, or to deſpond in the heavenly race. 
Have we ever violated the innocence, - the 


% 
* 


peace of mind, —or injured the e and 


reputation of others? then, O Lord! excite 
us to the greateſt ardor, and diſpatch, in mak 
ing the beſt and fulleft reparations in our 
power. Have we at any time, or on any oc- . 
caſion, by our perſonal depravity and wicked= 
neſs, made others think, or induced them to 
ſpeak lightly, of the holy name of Jeſus, by 
which we are called, or of that divine religion, 
in which we profeſs to ſtand ?: Then, O our 
God, aſſiſt us, by thy Holy Spirit, ſo effec- 
tually, and immediately to alter our conduct, 
that they may ſee of a truth, that we are born 
again, and have been on the mount with Jeſus. 
To the eyes of all, let it be evident, that we 
have not only ſeen the 8 the ſpear in ; his 


5 15 130 * . 

dear fide, hut are reſalved, for the remainder of 

life, ta know, comparatively, of all. ther 
things, only Chriſt, and him erucih warts 

- Canvinced, they huild tap — for dus. he 

build beneath the ſtars ; we truſf we can ſay 
from the bottom of our hearts, Lord, we ae 

willing, make us more and more ſo, and help 

us to forſake all, and to take up our croſs, 

in order to follow thee, the Lamb of God, 

through good, and through bad report. Call 
us by thy power, and we will obey 3 draw us, 
and we will run after thee; enlarge our hearts, 
by thy love, then ſhall we bave a cone entious 
pen s all thy Mattes ee TS 
Continue thy undeferved, yet. unbo | 
goadneſs, h of a ſpiritual and- 2 kind 
to us, and our families; or thoſe more imme 
diately connected with us, or depending _ 

us. May our bread be given us, 
| ſure. Sanctify, thou Supreme Bi 
poſer | every.event in providence, of whatever 
nature, to us. When with 2 kind look, O 

eompaſſionate Saviour thou reproves, and aſks, 

Is this your kindneſs to your heavenly friend!“ 

may we eagerly catch it, Peter like, retire to 

weep bitterly the follies we have done, and ſet 
' out again in the world, z the deceitful 
ſons of men, with freſh : zeal or his ſervice, 

and more guarded caution over our own con- 
duct. Shouldſt thou in thy wiſdom ſee it fit, 
to viſit our iniquities with a rod, though heavy 
the ſtroke, and long upon our perſons, or our. 


Se enen en AA let us not put forth 
ür 


if 


1 


"if | ( 1 9 : +) 5 0 5 
our hands to take it off, but ſubmiſſively con- 
fels, it is the Lord; while, like children, poſ- 


ſeſſed of a fiducial acquaintance with his wiſdom 
and paternal love, we penitently cry, let him 


do what ſeemeth him beſt; aflured, that he 
never willingly grieves, nor afflicts the children 
of men ; but when he hath brought them to a 


| ſenſe of their ſituation and duty, will remove 
the burden, and Rebe over them to do them 
good. In the midſt of all thy viſitations, and 


of deſerved wrath, Lord remember merey, 


and alſo the times and ſeaſons, when thy ban- 


ner over us was love. Never let us forget 
aft interviews, when our ſouls were held in 


fweeteſt bonds of 1 with the Father, 


and with his Son, Jeſus Chriſfm. 
_ Guide and repeats us in every part of our 
duty this day ; 


heart-felt ſigh eſcape, wiſhing that all the for- 


mer had been like it. Surprize ys with thy 
interpofitions, both of providence and grace; 


and keep, O thou Preſerver of men ! us and 
our littte ones, and the-Church of Chrift, from 
- danger of ang”. kind; and to thy name, 


through Jeſus 


whom we deſire to be heard and accepted, 
through thy Holy Spirit, yet one Goch be 
everlaſting praife, and honour, dominion, and 
power, now, and evermore. Amen and Amen, 


1 . 
* 


| et it be one of thoſe we ſhall” 
\be able to refteft on with true delight, and 
rational ſatisfaction. Now and then, may the 


hrift, our dear Redeemer, in 
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For SATURDAY EVENIN GW. 
THOU independent Sovereign of the 
1 9 -Univerſe ! who rules according to thy 
pleaſure, the worlds above ; and manages the 
affairs of the ſons of men, in the wiſeſt and 
kindeſt manner; yet in a ſtrict ſubſerviency to 
the purpoſes of thine own will, and the perfect 
deſigns of thy infinite and eternal wiſdom : 
help us with fervency and ſelf-abaſement, to 
adore thoſe matchleſs perfections, which we 
cannot ſufficiently comprehend. Though our 
Acquiſitions, even of ſpiritual knowledge, on 
this ſide the grave, muſt be ever exceedingly 
limited; ſtill let not this abate our diligence in 
Adding to them; eſpecially, when we conſider, 
that we have the pleaſing aſſurance of our be- 
ing indued with more enlarged capacities in a 
future ftate ; in which, every ſeeming inequa- 
lity in the diſpenſations of providence, ſhall be 
accounted for, and be fully explained, to the 
aſtoniſhment, as well as ſatis faction, of every 
individual. Thanks be to our heavenly Fa- 
ther, who to animate our perſeverance in well. 
doing, hath expreſsly told us, that what he 
_ doth now, we know not, but we ſhall know 
8 V 


- 
iu 8 
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hereafter... Here then let us reſt, that every 

thing ſhall work for the good of thoſe, who: 

fear God, and walk uprightly. 

Of thy decrees, O Moſt Hig h G 

| - have no reaſon. to be afraid on thou halt 
ſaid, thou haſt no pleaſure in the death of the 

ſinner, but rather would, he ſhould turn and 

live. But of our own rebellion againſt thee, 

we cannot be too deeply, or ſufficiently aſham- 


ed, nor enough dread its awful conſequences.. 


What is there, O Lord, impious and wicked, 
which we have not either thought, faid, or 


done? What ſpecies of iniquity have we left. 
' untouched ? What law of thine have we not. 


broke? What precept have we not diſhonour- 


ed? What obligation. have we. not. violated 7. 
What guilt before God are we chargeable | 
with? And what deſtruction. to our own ſouls, 


have we by. tranſgreſſion incurred! Imagina- 


tion cannot conceive, nor tongue deſcribe, the- | 


mountains of our provocations ! 4 he 

Were the Almighty, inſtead of encourag- 
ing us, and hearing our prayers, this moment 
to. cut us off, and ſend us to that plac where 
not one gleam of hope, much leſs of mercy,, 
that comes to all, ever comes; we would be 


forced to own the ſentence juſt. Our own | 


hearts, as well as the Supreme Judge, would 


condemn us; and conſcience much aggravate 


the pain, by pointing out the variety of caſes,, 


in which we. had deſerved it, and rather volun- 


tarily. haſtened it on ourſelves. Do not, O 
1 the Fry: angels round "Oy throne, won- 


K 3 — 


. 


man depravity, the far greater — of mank ind, 
nevertheleſs, perſiſt in knoten ſin, hor will at- 


1 


det at 27 . exerciſed 3 mae 


poor. worms, whom thou might {6 eaſily, and 


juſtly deſtroy ?. Might not thou deny the 


li ti, together With the power of ſpeech; to 
=o who had ſo groſsly uſed, and perverted 


them and mut Tlie ears upon the moſt. 
 earrieſt'y rayers of thoſe, Who have ſo often re- 
| ny y counſels, and turned their backs 
: „d forme none Big Afe ſuch wtetches ſtill 
alive Pats 


e are; and 0 amazing proof of hu- 


tend to the voice of God, of the tendereſt en- 
We eannot--wwe dare not plead 3 = 


before thee, for we have line upon line pre- 


cept upon precept, — here a little and there a 


little, of poſitive information, and cleareſt di- 


retion :=—a thouſind and 2 thouſand times, 
have our own judgments, weak and corrupt as 


they are, begged us to be wiſe for eternity. 


The reproof hath for a period, lefs or more, 


cC)becked out career: we have owned its Juſt. 


neſs · reſolved but alas ! never effectually per- 


formed. Our paſſions, former habits, to- 


gether with the baſe intereſt and examples of 
a preſent world, ruſhing ſeparately or con- 


Junctly; either unawares in the unguarded 


mottient, or ſtealing impereeptibly into our 


5 boſom, gradually ſap ſap the foundations of our ill- 


grounded piety, and put to flight our intended 


N How frequently, O Lord, have 


as goodneſs, if it de- 
ſerved 


Qt 1 1 


ferved en is like the morning b _ 


and early deiv, whieh ſoon paſs away: .. In zul 
tice, O meſt rightedus and holy Ged |-m might 
thou withdraw thy divine grace, —leave us to 
our own hardneſs of heart. give us up a prey 
to our luſts, and ſwear i in thy wrath, that we 
„ ſhould never enter into the 8 N reſt, that 
ee for the people of thy love and fa- 
We both bluſh, and tremble here, at. 
Yang any ſeat, to en, age ph) = provocations, 
and abſolute reſiſtance, .. which we Have re- 
2 given to thy bleſſed Spirit, notwith- 
tanding the ampleſt, and freeſt offers of the 
{ richeſt gifts, and the moſt full and plenteous 
redempti 4 We with ſorrow, may it be that 
y kind, confeſs it to be our real 
3 that there are few, if any, who 
| Gm it more than we do. Many, in the. 
place of torment, were probably caſt there, ere 
they were ſuffered to commit a thouſandth part 
of our tranſgreſſions, or had ſeen the ſy. we... 
| have ſeen; by many. year s. 6 
To what ſhall we impute it, O our gracious 
God ! that thou haſt ſpared. us, in whom, ſo 
far from there being either form or comelineſs 
there were only wounds, bruiſes, and. putrify 
ing ſores. - The whole head is ee — 
heart is faint; we are altogether corrupt ol 
vile before. thee. After ſo much profuſion of 
long ſuffering goodneſs, may we, the children 
of duſt and imperfection, not preſume to hope, 
Almighty F — that thou haſt, for gracious 
en pleaſed. 1 us hitherto. Woe ; 
T7 1 tru 1 
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truſt, it hath been owing to thy dying in our 
room, and to 5 a. 
Jeſus, thou compaſſionate Lover of Souls! Be 
thou, moſt immaculate Lamb ! our great high 
prieſt, and advocate with the Father: into thy 
hands we chearfully, and thoroughly commit 
our moſt precious and immortal concerns; 
being firmly perſuaded, that thou art able to 
keep that, which we have intruſted, unto the 
great day; and through thy merits, will then 
preſent it faultleſs, and unblameable before 
God, and the holy angels. Are there not 
around the throne of thy glory, among them 
clothed in white, who ſing redeeming love, 
and warble thy praiſes inceſſantly; thoſe, who 
were once as black through ſin, and as far 
from grace as we may now be? On this, 
added to thy merciful declarations ' of general 
peace and pardon, to all, who hearken and 
obey, we will venture to plead with thee for 
every thing we ſtand in need of, and moſt 
humbly aſk the communications of divine aid, 
and all covenant comforts. Empty handed we 
come, to take the bleſſings purchaſed by the 
death of Chriſt, Loathing ourſelves, and per- 
fectly renouncing all confidence in an arm of 
fleſh; counting our own righteouſneſs to be 
| but as filthy rags ; we confeſs ourſelves to have 
Ul been the greateſt prodigals, who ſeeing final 
us deſtruction near through thy Spirit, by thy 
= providence and word, truly awakened ; we, 
Leng there is enough and to ſpare, in our 
heavenly Father's houſe, thus come, and caſt 
n „ Cnr ourſelves 


7 WES 
and oath. | 8 

JE eee ae fam, Agri 
ern oppoſition to thy holineſs, - to thy purity, 
thy will, —thy eee intereſt, and 
our duty, we muſt lie down in ſorrow, and are 
3 for ever. Receive our warmeſt thanks, 
for plucking us as brands out of the fire 
making us ſenſible of our danger, and enabling 
us to direct our courſe for help and protection, 
to the croſs of Jeſus. If we periſh, Lord, it 
' ſhall be there; looking by faith to him, who 
faid, when he was lifted up, he would draw | 
all men after him. O grant, by his dear blood. 
and dying groans, we may be among the num- 
" whom his love and ſpirit thus draws, and 
fweetly conſtrains to live to him, as well as by 
him, Waſh us, triumphant Saviour, from 
every ſin;—take the love of it, with the power 
of it, entirely out of our hearts. Be thou the 
choſen king in the midſt of us, to do us good, 
and to bleſs us;—in ys AO in pie ſanc- 
tify us thorough! y. 

Not only fit us for thine own ſervice, but 
by thy kindeſt aſſiſtance, keep us ſtedfaſtly in 
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it. Let a total change take place in our hears i 
and lives. Nothing inferior to divine power 
can effect this. Break i into genuine repentance 


our ſtony _ and give us thoſe, on which 
thou wilt write th 1 laws; witneſſing, that thou 
art our God, and we thy people. Glorious 
Immanuel ! perfect thy 8 already begun 
in us; and help us to Ow our 29 fixed 1 
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in bad in ſiekneſs, in youth, in age, in 1 
adverſity, in proſperity, — knowing our duty 


conſiſts in following the Lamb; whitherſoever 


| he: goeth, and in bearing the croſs, that we 
may arrive at the erown. Having put our 


hand to the plough, may we never draw back, 


but be N up to amy — ſtature of perfect 
| hriſt uh 


men in being holy in all manner 
of converſation; declaring the very ambition 
of our ſouls to be, that we may live through 
faith," to the honour of chriſtianity; die in 


peace with God, through the blood of Chriſt; 
and when he comes the ſecond time, to judge 


both Aon and 9 that we may. be pany. 


Bleſs thy _ eee We ny 


lighten our minds in the underſtandin of it. 


Aſſiſt us in the attendance, and accept the 


time we beſtow, whether in the public or pri- 


vate duties uf religion. Clear our breaſts 
from every ſpark of envy or malice; nor let 


another's 3 or proſperity ſieken us. Root 


but the very ſeeds of 'bitterneſs, Teproach, and 
wrath. Be thy name, O God, ſupreme | ever 


holy, and revered ; as uſed by our hearts and 


lips. Lord, thon art truth, make us to know 


truth in the inward part; nor in the ſmalleſt 


occurrences of life, or the gayeſt moments of 
ſocial intercourſe with our fellow creatures, 
let us ever dare knowingly to deviate from its 


May that moſt alarming and © certain declaration 
of — have its due influence "i 


4 


7 wi. 

ks; even, a all liats mall dave Weir plrt 
in the lake, which burneth with fire and bfim- 

we bie the ſecond death. If thy very 

| We - convince; us, O Lord l that 
L Rar mu the moſt unlie thee: Seeing 
it is alſo ſaid, whoremongers and adulterers 
God will judge; keep us by thy grace chaſte; 
not only in deed, but in u en knowing, 
that the members of Chriſt's ivicusl, body, 
ought not to be made thoſe of harldts, Whilſt 
we moderately uſe, and in N enjerthe 
27 this life, let us never abuſe 
Som} or indulge to exceſs; left we provoke 
thee to withdraw, or deny thy blefling with 
them. May we be always _ to relieve ti 
the utmoſt of our power, the diſtreſſes of 
2 and dee See where agate . 
em 21156; 

If either right bye, - or 6850 Hank offend 
thee, the Author and ſource of purityy may we; 
with Chriſtian fortitude, pluck them out, or 
cut them off, for righteouſneſs ſake. Ennoble 

our private "meditations, and direct our atten- 
tion to thoſe parts of our conduct, which the 
molt require our circumſpection. Accept our 
acknowledgments for thy keeping us, and ours, 
ſafe from all the dangers of this day, and 
through the week, now almoſt paſt. How 
many widows and orphans hath thy will made 
ſince it began How many weeping brothers 
and ſiſters, are lamenting the loſs of thoſe, the 
neateſt. and deareſt to them? How many well 
tried friend have bid the laſt adieu to the world, 


| "had 


TL | 6 140. th 
and td each other? How many parents, Ra- 
chael like, refuſing to be comforted, becauſe 


the darlings of their ſouls, or the prop of their 

| are now in the filent grave, who when 
the week began, were perhaps happy and well ? 

Yet ours are ae Aer e yet our moments 


run. Melt, nee of ours, under a ſenſe 


of his kind ere we cloſe the week, 
may we ny ao go and for the future, 


better guard againſt all that we have done, 
contrary to our Creator's will in it, while we 


ſincerely give thee, the praiſe for every thing 


which we have been inclined and en- 
abled to do. O Lord, haſten our prepara- 
tions for eternity, and when we drop the body, 
may it be immediately to enter on our Maſter's 
joy, through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, to. 
whom with thee, O God, and the bleſled 
Spirit, yet one God, be eee ene fos auen. 
| and for ever. Ons os 
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So we laboured in the Work. 
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uE WORSHIPPFUL 
THE MASTERS; 
＋ HE WARDENSS, "uw BRETHREN, 
OF THE LODGES, 
OF ANCIENT FREE MASONS, 
AT. WOOLWICH, 
KENT: 7 1 
THIS SERMON, 
PREACHED AT THE „ or ST, 


Jonx; ; AND PUBLISHED AT THEIR UNA. 
Niuus; REQUEST, : 1 


18 HUMBLY DEDICATED, 
BY THEIR AFFECTIONATE, 
AND FAITHFUL BROTHER, 


DANIEL TURNER. 
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A N, dy wil ele a reutbligdle-n crea- 
ture, was intended for a much more ex- 


alted degree of happineſs, than any other ſpe- 
cies of animals. On examining the ſcale of 


creation, we find all ſo framed, às to reliſh one 


ſtate or oe, more than another, in a higher 


or lower degree, which each eagerly preſſes to 


obtain. Should it be urged, that thoſe nume - 


rous tribes, apparently, meet with more ſuc- 
ceſs in this affair than man, it can only be im- 


puted, to that woeful degeneracy: from primi- 
oy eee which is the ſpring of all our 
14 * 


misfortunes. 
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, misfortunes. Becauſe, prior hereto, we ſhould 

only have choſe what is really good; uniform- 
3 4. followed after what was perfective of the 
15 of our nature, and conducive to our 

| happineſs. Many, nevertheleſs, are ſtill our 
privileges, if we are ſerious in the improve- 

ment of them; though in compariſon of the 

multitude, who have erred, but a few have 

been happy. Numbers perſiſt in following the 

ſame purſuits, whence thouſands have only 

reaped diſappointment, each leaning his hapes 

of ſucceſs, upon ſome peculiar circumſtance, 
which proves illuſory ; conſequently, vexation 

comes to his ſhare in the end, as it did to 

others. 

As morality is of an unalterable nature, 
have not the learned'in all ages agreed about 
it? Juſt the reverſe. Each poſſeſſed of abili- 
ties to be a leader, differs from his predeceſſor, 
condemns what he hath aſſerted, and, with-an 
aſſumed air of infallibility, maintains his own 
opinion. Among the philoſophers, Varro, is 
ſaid, to have reckoned up almoſt an incredible 
number of tenets, reſpecting the chief good. 
Might not this matter be carried the length of 
aſſerting, that the ideas of happineſs, to a cer- 

tain degree, are as various as the diſpoſitions of 
men; ſince ſo many chalk out a ſcheme there- 
of, more conſonant to the turn of their own. 
temper, than the truth and nature of things. 
This flows not from any obſcurity, in Which 
the principles of natural religion are involved, 
n 225 are * ce and ai that the 


leaſt 


7 wb 7 
leaſt attention would have orevented this ont 
fuſion, by pointing out the ſupreme good. 
But how amazing negligent, mankind VE 
deen in this, let heathen' religion tell! F 
To the ſhame of thoſe, favoured with divine 

revelations even they have not agreed as they 
- ght to have done. Many are the ſchemes 
Jon manifold the ways marked out, and 
— ared by the ſeveral abettors to be perfectiy 
right. Each ſect poſitively inſiſts on its par- 
ticularity, holding it abſolutely neceſſary to be 
believed or practiſed, by thoſe, who would go 
to heaven. Some Pre lere ged, beſides ma- 
terially corrupted Chriſtianity as the Church 


of Rome; others have greatly abridged them, 


as thoſe fanatics in neigen, 0 imagine a be- 
lief of ſome one of its doctrines, to be enough, 
without the practice of its laws. 
Nor have our philoſophers been more har 
monious, than the antients, in ſtating the foun- 
dation of morals. One ſays, ſelf-love; an6« 
ther, benevolence ; a third, fympathy ; 3 a fourth, 
common ſenſe, and ſo on. The various ſeas 
of the Jews, Phariſees, Sadduces, and Eſſenes, 
plainly prove their diſagreement in this matter 3 
nor were they more ſtable, in the practice f 
virtue, than any others; but minding only the 
externals of religion, neglected the weightier 
matters of the law, mercy, righteouſheſs, and 
faith; forgot their ſpecial bleflings, walked in 
forbidden paths, and became quite unmindful 
of the atk of their falvation. All this is 
W pee 9 Hotwithſtanding of holy 


men 
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men being ſent of God, from time to time, 
warning them of their danger; z and urging, 
them, in the moſt pathetic manner, To return 
to their duty, and to their happineſs. v. 
PDuring the Ifraelitiſh apoſtacy, among ne 
prophets ſent for the above reaſons, Micah was 
one; who begins his prophecy, by ſhewing, 
the wrath of God againſt Jacob for idolatry, 


to avert which, he enjoins deep humiliation. 


Threatens. woe and bondage, againſt oppreſſion 
and violence ;—laments, while he reproves in- 
juſtice ;—the deſpiſing of prophetical reproofs ; 
with the pleaſure taken in falſe prophets, This. 
cotemporary of Iſaiah, announces the judgment 
of God, upon the princes for their tyranny ; 
upon the prophets for their falſehood; and 
upon both for their wickedneſs, and donuptr, 
ing the people. After which, he gives a ſu- 
blime, and diſtinct deſcription of the riſe, pro- 
reſs, and perfection of the Mefliah's kingdom. 
n this chapter, God's controverſy with his 
people is ſtated, yet blended. with mercy, and 
the tendereſt expoſtulation. He ſhews them, 
with all others equally concerned, their duty 
in the words of our text. Methinks I hear 
each of you reply Ves, —1 am deeply con- 
cerned. What is the voice of truth. itſelf ?!—. 
No other than this“ He hath ſhewed thee,. 
O man, what is good: and what dath the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juſtly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly. with thy God.“ As if he 
had ſaid, Thou active, and inquiſitive mortal, 


N e aſter . art ſo often mil g 
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e 5 diſfdent of thyſelf, and of every other 
thing. under the ſun, turn to the word of Goc, 
whereby alone thou canſt be infallibly directed. 
Theſe words naturally divide themſelves into 
bon propoſitions, of which in order.. 
Should it be objected, that the firſt is 3 
an introduction to the reſt, and that all herein 
implied, may be ranged under the laſt three; 
vet, ſurely a conſideration of the firſt, detached 
from the reſt, is no way inconſiſtent with the 
order of the text. - 
_ The happineſs of human nature is fol ded” 
in its perfection; which conſiſts in their being 
juſtly fitted for their end, whereto they are de- 
ſigned, which doubtleſs, is that ſpecies of feli- 
city, proper to their natures. Thither, do the 
quadruped, the ſcaly, with the feathered race, 
conſtitutionally tend; herein alone all their fa- 
culties, exertions, or motions. however va- 
rious, concenter. Reaſon, the moſt diſtin- 
be s characteriſtic of humanity, ought to 
be the guide of our affections, and the law of 
all our powers of actions. Lo no purpoſe 
were we ſet above the beaſts that periſh, did 
not reaſon preſcribe rules, leading us on to fe- 
licity. Unleſs thus employed, what would it 
reſemble, but a candle incloſed in a dark lan- 
tern, ſpending itſelf in an uſeleſs light ?. The 
man who runs counter to his reaſon, in order 
to pleaſe his appetites, moves on a par with 
brutes. When paſſion carries the ſceptre in 
our boſoins, the order of our nature is tranſ- 


Pala and we become antipodes to ourſelves. 
BY N 


n the mind; diſcord in the affections; diſcaſes 


e ow. 
Nor is it leſs evident, that there are certaſtt 
rules of moral goodneſs, which none deny: 
ſuch as worſhip to the Supreme Being; obe- 
dience to our parents; loyalty to our ſuperiors; 
temperance and fortitude to ourſelves ; juſtice 
and charity to one another. Theſe in al ages, 
and by thoſe of every clime, are no more 
doubted of, than the truth of the 47th propo- 
ſition in the 1ft book of Euclid. The Supreme 
Being, hath implanted a defire of happinefs, ſo 
inſeparable to our nature; that it is impoffible_ 
for us to forbear courting, what is at leaſt, ap- 
päarently eſſential thereto. The hurry and buſtle 
of life, is an evident proof of this; whereby 
the Deity,. exciting us to inquire into the na- 
ture of our actions, with the ſeparate tenden- 
cies to our weal or woe; hath not only ex- 
preſſed his good will to us, by taking ſecurity 
of ourfelves' for our welfare; but hath like- 
wiſe put us in the way of diſcovering, the good 
and evil of our own actions. 
Again, every virtue hath ſome natural effi- 
cacy in it, to advance both our public and pri- 
vate intereſt, "Temperance and charity; righ- 
teouſneſs and fidelity; gratitude and humility; 
are neceſſary to our joy and comfort; our peace 
and quietneſs; our ſafety and contentment; 
to the health of our body; the ſatisfaction of 
our mind; and the ſecurity of our ſociety with 
one another. Whereas vice is always attend- 
ed with miſchievous effects, and is naturall 
productive of horror in the confcience ; — 


In 


— 
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in the body; and confuſion in ſocitey. y 
theſe effects being ſo inſeparably 3 to 


actions, Divine Wiſdom ſpeaks aloud, what it 


would have us do, and what not. To theſe 


natural rewards and puniſhments, the Almighty 


hath thought proper, many times to add ſuper- 


natural bleſſings and judgments. Notwith- 


ſtanding his having expreſſed his will, in the 
auguſt books of nature and conſcience, yet by 
Mil] more extraordinary operations, he hath 
ſeen fit to revive in us the languiſhing ſenſe of 
our duty. Scarce any hiſtory, ſacred or pro- 
fane, that abounds not with inſtances. From what 
- difficulties and dangers have righteous perſons 
been delivered, by an inviſible hand, when, to 
-all outward . appearance, their condition was 
hopeleſs and deſperate. And how many ex- 
amples are there, of awful judgments, inflicted 


upon daring offenders, who have either ex- 


ceeded the power of ſecondary cauſes, or 
been effected by en contrary to their natural 
tendencies. 

I 0 inforce all this, the Almighty, prompted 
by: exuberant benignity to man, hath made 
10 ſundry revelations, informing- us, what is good. 
Here it is not neceffary to prove, the authen- 
ticity of theſe. What other evidence need be 


aſked of their divine original, than the mira- 


culous effects of the power, which attended 
them? The exact accompliſhment of the ſe- 
'veral. predictions, with many other particulars, 
proclaim the fountain of the Moine * 


5 tion to be God himſelf 
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expreſs, and clearer manner, hath he told us 
what is good. The wonders wrought by Jeſus, 
and his followers, who were a few poor illite- 
rate men, untaught as to the political principles 
of the world; and rude as to the enticing arts 
of man's wiſdom. Add to this, the inherent 
goodneſs, and unlimited compaſſion of our 
dear Redeemer, ſo conſpicuous in his pure doc- 
trines, perfect laws, holy example, and un- 
blemiſhed converſation; the rapidity of the 
progreſs of his religion, in ſpite of all oppoſi- 
tion ; together with many other things, eaſy to 
be named, ſo effectually eſtabliſh its divinity, 
that nothing ſave the groſſeſt ignorance, or in- 
veterate prejudice, can cauſe any man to diſ- 
,,, lo og eat 
The law of Moſes conſiſted of ceremonial 
Tites, either intended for divine hieroglyphics, 
to inſtruct that dull people in the principles of 
inward purity ; or elſe of types and figures of 
the ſacred myſteries of the goſpel. It had pre- 
cepts of morality, with ſome of, policy, ſuited 
to the genius of that people; and ſuch pro- 
miſes and threatenings, as were deemed moſt 
apt to ſtrengthen them in the practice of piety. 
As to the prophets, the ſubſtance of their re- 
velations was either reprehenſions of fin, with 
ſevere denunciations againſt it; or invitations 
to piety, mixed with the moſt gracious pro- 
miſes; or predictions of the Meſſiah's, and that 
only perfect and everlaſting righteouſneſs, in- 
troduced by him. All the rich and precious 
. e es truths 


Comes 


Aude of is ON are ſo many perſuaſive to 


a holy life and converſation; ſeeing it is ex- 


preſsly declared, that without holineſs, no man 


_thall ſee the Lord. The firmer our faith ſtands 


in Chriſt, as our Saviour, the more ſteady and 
uniform, will be our attempts to adorn the doc- 


trige,/ we profeſs.to believe. 


We are next urged in our text to do juſtly; 3 


"alin is a virtue of ſo extenſive a nature, as 


almoſt to include all the reſt. If by juſtice 
we mean giving every one his due, it com- 
prehends all manner of duty. Becauſe every 
duty is a due to God, or our neighbour, or 
ourſelves. To ſpeak of our duty to God, will 


come in with greater propriety afterwards ; ; 
and with reſpect to ourſelves, the rule of righ- 


teouſneſs is, that every man preſerve his own. 
being as long as he is able; and take care to 


keep. himſelf at all times, in fuch a ſtate and 
diſpoſition, both of body and mind, as may beſt 
fit him to perform his duty in all other in- 
ſtances. That is, he ought to bridle his appe- 
tites with temperance; to govern his paſſions 
with moderation; and to apply himſelf to the 


| bulineſs of his 8 in the world, whatſoever 


it may be, with ſedulity and contentment. 
Juſtice, conſidered as a particular virtue, 


muſt be underſtood in a more limited ſenſe, 


viz, for integrity and honeſty, in all our deal- 


ings. with men. Now thoſe rights, which by 
the condition of our nature, we can claim of 


another, may be reduced to the following: 


n man hath an indiſputable title to an 
| | equitable ; 
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geile treatment from another; that ito | 
be dealt with, in Mormon to the meaſures of 
that golden rule. preſcribed by our Saviour := 
Therefore, all things, wha vever you would 
that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even ſo 
to them, for this is the law and the prophets. 
As if he had ſaid, in all your intercourſe with 
others, ſuppoſe you had exchanged conditions 

with them, and that you were in theirs, arid 
they in yours, then be ſure you do them all that 


good, which upon a due conſideration of the 


Wn you could reaſonably expect or deſire of 
them. Not going through this piece of exer- 
ciſe regularly, is the reaſon of many evils in 
the world; it being impoſſible for us ſhort 
ſighted creatures, who are fo commonly miſſed 
by prejudice and paſſion, to act a proper part, 
any other way. We have alſo much need of 
caution, left we judge amiſs, by not taking 
into our view, all the peculiarities ariſing from 
their country, religion, education, opinion, in- 
tereſt, or profeſſion in life. Allowances are to 
be made for all tneſe, without ſuppoſing they 
will at once relinquiſh them; nor muſt we at- 
tempt to circumſeribe then, by the probably 
contracted circle of our own ideas. | 
The right of private judgment, is another 
| part of our prerogative ; nor hath any man, 
or body of men, the ſhadow of a plea for de- 
priving us of it. Every natural relation alfo 
in life hath certain rights, to neglect or violate 
which, is offenſive to the Great Parent of Na- 
ture, and ruinous to the foul, But ſociety at 
e | large, 


Ul 
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large, more comprehenſively binds us, and en- 
forces numberleſs points of our duty. HOW. 
ever low, the outward condition of the indivi- 

dual may be, he is a man; — even that im- 
plies a little to my commiſeration, at leaſt: nor 
ought I to behave rudely, inſolently, or ſuper- 
ae. 
The common benefits of fociety are mutual 

aſſiſtance, comfort, and ſupport ; towards en- 

joying whereof, the following particulars ſeem 
requiſite. We are entitled to the good will of 
one another; Between virtuous boſoms, there 
is a fond tie; even a fellow feeling of each 
others pleaſures and pains : in- which caſe, it 
certainly is our intereſt, to contribute all we 
can, to the inhancement of their happineſs, and 
the alleviation of their woes. It is ſympathy, 
one of the nobleſt feelings of the ſoul, a ſtrik- 
ing mark of the Creator's goodneſs, and a ray 
of divinity implanted in us, for the wiſeſt pur- 
poſes, that emgages us to a mutual aſſiſtance, 
without a bias to which, we ſhould be more 
like the untamed animals of the foreſt, than 
men. Univerſal benevolence, diſpoſing us to do 
all the good offices in our power towards others, 
confederates our ſouls, and excites us to ſupport 
one anothers intereſts, which is one of the ca- 

pital columns, ſupporting human ſociet. 

We have a right to peace, that is, to live 
peaceably and quietly ourſelves, while we do 

not wrongfully vex or diſturb others. Society 

being nothing fave united numbers, it is indi- 
penſably neeeſſary to its well being, that every 
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one 
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done 8 demean himſelf, in the deg gree 1 
order, wherein he is placed. As the health of 


natural bodies, depends upon the tone, vigour, 
and harmony of the parts, ſo- doth the common 
good of ſociety, hang upon ſubordination, and 


5 agreement being preſerved in them. He who 


breaks that peace, which he can never reſtore, 
is a peſt of ſociety indeed, and moves in the 
trueſt picture of the devil. 
We have a right to truth, that ; is to kriaw 
oh others minds, as far as they are pretended 
to be communicated. Words, are the ſigns 
and tokens of our ideas; theſe are the ſprings 
that ſet the wheels of human action a-going, 
Converſation is the grand exchange of huma- 


nity; but how can buſineſs be carried on, if 
words falſely echo the thoughts, and hold a 


different ſtyle. Truth and integrity, are what 


every man pledges himſelf to obſerve, from the 


moment he profeſſes himſelf, an agent on the 
theatre of life. Whoever equivocates, by lay- 
ing ambuſhes in his words, or lurking behind 
them in reſerved meanings, is guilty of ſingu- 
lar injuſtice to thoſe around him. Can any 
thing be more hateful, than ſuch a practice, 
which ſtifles conſcience, and thwarts every 
thing good in our nature? What ever errors, 


or faults, others may run into by any acting ſo 
-unworthy a part, will in the lait day of awful 


accounts, be charged, where, at the time of 


commiſſion, it is little thought. The ſhame- 


ful practice, we affirm to be totally inconſiſtent 


"with a Wy. pious. character for which no 


diſtreſs L 


* 
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diſtreſs. of, 1 or perplexity of affairs, 


can ever afford the ſmalleſt apology ; and the 


audacious wretch, who ufes it, may ex 


retribution from n, who is the Great Judge 5 
of hearts, and from whom, he has every Ng 


alarming to fear. 


We have a right to W nd a fair eſti⸗ | 
mation among one another.. This is the 
brighteſt; but brittleſt of our jewels. If once 


loſt, is ſcarce ever to be regained; and what 
ought to make us moſt. circumſpettive. about 
it 15, that, it may be eaſily. and unfairly loft. 


And when once a man's character is gone, life 


to ſenſibility, is but a burden; for who will 
cloſely engage with a perſon of loſt reputation, 
or would chuſe much intercourſe with one, in 
whom he could not confide. Here prudence 


becomes a. polar virtue. Credit is the main 


linew of ſociety. z while it exiſts, there will be 


marrow in the bone, that is, life and ſtrength; 
conſequently, every individual hath à claim to 


juſt dealing. We have alſo a claim to be 8 


well ſpoke off. Whoſoever then by falſe wit- 
neſs, public ſlanders, or private whiſperings, 


attaints an innocent perſon” s reputation, doth fo 
far ſhut. the door of human fociety upon him. 
Can there be villainy more ſhocking, or treat- 
ment more. barbarous? The defamer, com- 
| monly. robs, ſometimes. murders, and always 
injures. , It is work not only diametrically op- 
ax 5 to the ſpirit of thy pure goſpel, O —5 
holy eſus ! but beneath the dignity of a ra- 

tiona | EXArure, ang e N to the na- 


ture 


4 


8 hy . 
Os gn 8 2 r = — — — PER EE” In ra ——— * 3x — 
— I 2 7 = . xc — 2 7 oe A 2 — 2 — - . wat 8 2. 
— — = 5 — — — — —— — — — — by — Laſs Pra as So : - — © — * = 
= CLIP - nos ini See" Iþ4 = S * — 2 5 
4 n Rn 23 N Te — I-OM : — . . — AI SS - EX . * 
* 22 a : 7 * 2 EI —- i —_ . . GEE 
2 2 5 x OY . - 5 


0 
_ — — — — 


— — — 
8 — 


— — — 
. . 


— — — — 
— 


Wo — — —ͤ— 


- —ů —o— — 
r == - 
ICI ͤ ͤ K = ˙Ü— — 
— 2 es 
— HR 


$4 4 ©. 
"me +8 


1 h 
ture of the devil, and his infernal lumber-troop. 
There are no damages ſo irreparable,-no 
wounds ſo incurable, — no ſcars fo indelible, 
as thoſe of a flandering tongue. Wherever its 
baleful arrows fall, not even floods of tears, 
ſhed by the innocent, can eraze the venomous 
impreſſion. Wonderful but true, the ſorrow 
that prevails with God, is often, in this caſe, 
inefficient among men, The odious practice 
dares appear almoſt in . company, and 
among all ſorts of men. ention à riſing 
character, wherein virtue and genius, are un- 
folding their brighteſt hues,—praiſe a little, 
and inſtantly ſome viper will perk up, anc 
openly ſpit venom ; either by direct defama- 
tion, or to avoid the fangs of the law, by ma- 
licious ſneers, —ſhrugs of the ſhoulder,—wink- 
ing to their friends, that may be in the room, 
and the like :—in a word, though he knows 
nothing,. yet ſomething he will ſeem to know. 
To complete the good man's forrow and ſur- 
prize, none wonder at this general propen- 
fity—few diſlike it; and it is a kind of pro- 
digy, to meet with the intrepid mind, whoſe 

virtue on the ſpot, oppoſes the malicious cur- 
rent, and puts to filence the black-mouthed, 
hell-deſcended calumniat oo. 
The laſt right we ſhall here mention is, that 
of protection from one another. For this rea- 
ſon, the Creator linked us together, that ſo we, 
who ſingly are a ſpecies of the molt feeble crea- 
tures, might, thus united, be able to repel all 
foreign outrage and violence. Hence ba be 
ſeen 


9 


* 
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ſeen thei inj ;uſtice of oppreſſion, from the cloſe- 


neſs of — bete be ſubſiſting among men, 


which, if attended to, would prevent man 
evils, and injuries daily committed. Whil 


then, by avoiding to offend others, I obſerve - 


the. charter of. reaſon, who, will diſpute my 
right to be defended by every man, ſo far as 
he hath power, and can with diſcretion inter- 
fere ; and whilſt I thus behave myſelf, whoſo- 
ever offends me, either in perſon, good name, 
or property, ought to be proceeded with, as 
guilty againſt the corporation of mankind, ſince 


the whole is concerned in every part. He that 


can with compoſure and patience, ſit, and hear 


his friend's name torn in pieces by a ſlanderous 


tongue, when it is in his power to make his 
innocence a and to keep the infected 
drops from ſtaining, robs him of the common 
rights of a man. He that ſees a fellow-crea- 


ture's life injuriouſly taken, either by open vio- 


lence, or-ſecret machinations, when it is in his 
power to reſcue him, treats him like a foreigner 


to mankind. He that can ſufter a brother to 


be - plundered, when he may ſave his property, 
withbolds, what 4 he owes de by 
the charter of human ſociety. 
That by vice and 1 retion on our Mon, 
theſe rights may be forfeited, we grant; 
that there are many. other things implied in 
doing juſtly, we alſo admit; which time for- 
ids our entering on. Let it ſuffice. to have 
named ſome of the moſt important. Since, if 
| Toke eee voice ann, 1 
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ew” from Eaſt to Welt; then, thoſe rights 


1 ende of God, oat to gh ſohs of 


e from thence, muſt be of divine autho- 
rity : and, therefore, carefully to examine them, 
and punctualiy to obey them, is well-pleaſing 


to that e , by which they are eſtabliſhed * 
whereas to neg ect, and live in wilful i ignorance 


of them, habitually to tranſgreſs, and violate 
them, is an inſult offered to the Majeſty of 
heaven, and muſt W Cents won 2 5 | 
migh hty againſt | A oo 
he next article” is, we are to love invroys 
Man in a ſtate of innocency, could ſcarce 
have any notions of the mercy of God; nor 
would his fellow-ereatures have needed the 


exertions of it, from himſelf. Had the image 


of his Maker remained unſullied, he would ne- 


ceſſarily have poſſeſſed pure joys and pleaſures, 
Wanting ſtings. In this condition, all men, 


equally unſpotted, and holy, would 'know no 
real or imaginary evils, whether external or 
internal ; and, conſequently, ſtand in need of 
no pity, or commiſeration.” But man, though” 
created upright, ſoon ſought out many inven- 
tions, in rebelliouſly departing from his Ma- 
ker; and thus became liable to temporal evils, 


and greater future miſery; which unqueſtion- 


ably he would have undergone, had not this 
glorious perfection of the divine nature, like 
the ſun from behind a cloud, begun to riſe in 
majeſty, and dart its rays more viſibly, through 
every part of the creation, then darkened by 


the gloom of moral tranſgreſſon. It ſhone 
eminentiy: 


* 


+ 5 3: 
. ſoul, . cevived 8 


— powers 3 with gracious pro- 
E 


s of pardon, and hopes of A happinels, 
ſtly ee When, we, like ne W-horn 


vs ng were thrown: out in a feeble and de- 


fendeleſs ſituation, when there was no eye to 
Pity. nor any hand, to ſaue, but affended .j Jjuſs. 
tice: ready to. inflict deſerved. puniſhment, was, 
juſt RN ta ſtrike the fatal blow: as Abraham 
af old; whoſe hand, with the knife ee 
the; youthful victim bound to the altar, tha 


_-arches.. of; heaven re- echoed with a cry, not 
Jeſs advantageous; to the human race, than the 


other was to the Jewiſh,Patriarch Ifaac :—evea 
this Hold I have found a ranſom. As mo- 


numents of mercy, let them live. The bleſſed 
Jeſus, out of his own free-will and, mercy, 


ewith he loved us, cried with a voice, 


chat filled. heaven with aſtoniſhment. at the 


richneſs of the love, and the greatneſs of the 

ondel enſion On me let the chaſtiſement of 
thair peace be laid. I will bear their inguities. 
Waſhed in my blood, they ſhall be clean 


ſanctiſied —.— my ſpirit, hey ſhall be whole: - 
enlightened by my word, they ſhall tread the 


appointed 25 and . my perfect 


righteouſneſs, ſhall be accepted of my 
| Eaten at laſt. Lhus, we ſee, love is the very 
nature of God it is the ſpirit of the goſpel; _ 
in perfection, it is the exerciſe of the church 


triumphant; and in degree, it is the delightful 


of union, among all the members of the 
— militant. In oo Works of N 8 
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this attribute ſhines forth with intacitable: let 
tre; but that of nnen is its brighteſt 
here. „ 
Again, the pennt enemies of mankind 
are ſuch, that no day of our life can pals, 
without our meeting ſome object of this divine 
virtue, in one ſhape or anpther, meriting at- 
tention, according to its nature. Are 
invariably attended to? Would to God they | 
were. Though from the exerciſe of mercy, 
| ſprings the fweeteſt joy, there are hearts ſo un- 
feeling, and tempers YE obdurate, that no ſcene 
of diſtreſs doth move,—no miſery affect. They 
will gravely tell you, they fulfill their engage- 
ments, pay tbeir debts, and ſo on; but believe, 
that giving any thing away, is only increaſing 
vice, and idleneſs.— Poor wretches, they for- 
get, that were their abundance ever ſo great, 
they are but ſtewards of it. Perſuaded, my 
Brethren, that another mind is in you, let me 
briefly point out a few of the miſeries, eres ; 
to humanity, with the particular acts of mere 
ſuited to them. Some of theſe affect e 
others the body. | 
Sorrow and ejection of mind: is, 1 15 : 
ſtation of life exempts from; and which turns 
all our enjoyments into wormwood. Many a 
penetrating judgment has been weakened 3 rich 
fancy exhauſted ; and ſtrong beams of genius 
blaſted, by the nipp ng colds of deſpondency: 
yea, many wiſe; yea, many learned; yea, 


many mighty; yea, many ſtrong; have been 
9 thrown down thereby. . the law - 'of | 


. 5 163 , 
mercy demands of us here, is, by the tendereſt 


ſympathy to pour into their bruiſed wounds, 


the heali ing balm of conſolation... Beſides, the 


; ſorrow ariſing from worldly - affairs, there is a 
; ona of mind, peculiar to many, concern- 


their ſpiritual improvements. and future 


de. Pan ; of all others the moſt mournful ; 
with reference to. which, the ſcriptures aſk;—A 


wounded ſpirit, who can bear? Our duty i =q | 


this caſe is, to remove, if poflible, the 
plexing gloom and melancholy, to reſolve he 


doubts, anſwer the objections, | and turn the 


| 3 ſide of the proſpect towards them. 


Another of the miſeries affecting mens ſouls, : 


is the errors and miſtakes they are liable to, in 
matters of leſs importance. The acts of mercy 
this caſe requires, are candour and toleration, 


with all lowlineſs and meekneſs; that is, ab- 
ſtaining from harſh judgments, ſevere. cenſures, 


from all peeviſh ſeparations from communion; 
or oppoſition, to thoſe we once went along 
with. Does my neighbour think differently 
from me; perhaps from having read different 
books? many of which, are rather the tombs, 
than the ſhrines of truth; by keeping different 
company, or prejudiced by a contrary educa- 
tion: have I, on this account, any right to 


condemn him, who. could no more prevent _ 


- theſe errors, than the colour of his hair, or 


er eee 2. 
Another of- he * affecting mens * 
* blindneſs and ignorance in things of the 


ene moment. Unmindful of God, virtue, 
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and n. many lead their lives without the 
leaſt concern for their immortal ſouls, or pre- 

paration for eternity. Now did we ſee a blind 
man walking on the brink of a precipice, | 
without a guide, would wei not cry out to him? 
And ſhall we ſee a poor ignorant wretch, per- 
- fiſting in the paths of vice, and for want of 
ſuperior light and information, to direct. him 
Heaven-wards, in hazard every moment of 
tumbling into the pit of deſtruction ? I ſay, 
do we pretend to compaſſion, and yet behold 
uch a ſpectacle with a regardleſs eye? or can we 
be blameleſs, without warning him of his 
danger, and uſing tem. poſſible means of lead - 
ing him to beatitude? We are not only in 
Kdelity to the Divine Author M our religion, 
< ny e all prudent opportunities of infinu- 

0 the knowledge of heavenly things, in. 
pr e, we have reaſon! to believe ignorant of 
chem, but peradventure, God, by our inſtru- 
mentality, will ou" them repentance. unto * ö 

everlaſtin ng.” 
A fourth malady affecung the ſbuls of men, 
2 malice and obſtinacy of will, in deſtructive 
courſes. When they are come the length in 
wickedneſs, as it were to ſay, reproofs [ will 
have none — checks I will not admit of, from 
any quarter; but am determined to gratify my 
_ appetites, and pleaſe my ſenſes,” whatever. be 
the conſequences. What a deplorable ſight is 
it, to ſee a rational creature, formed for noble : 
ends, forcing his way to the bottomleſs pit, in 
ite * ie eee his . conſcience, 


or 


% 


or religion, however powerful, can uſe tothe 
eontrary. The act. of mercy requilite here is, 
that we endeavour, by prudent and ſeaſonable 
reproofs, — by pious and compaſſionate coun- 
ſels, to reclaim him from the error of his way; 
always taking care, that we preſerve a due 
diſtance from levity, on the one hand, and 
from paſſions, or ſharp invectives on the other: 
becauſe, however requiſite this work may 11 
if we do it not with becoming gravity, the en 
propoſed: cannot be attained. How ſhall that 
which is lightly handled,. make laſting impreſ-- 
ſions? Equally improbable is it, that ever you 
can yeclaim any one, by harſhneſs ; you may 
rally him out. of his temper, though not from. 
his vices.. Befides, I ſhould 'humbly: think, 
this practice of admoniſhing others, the 'moſt 
uneaty,. and diſpleaſing to the reclaimer himſelf; 
certain, I am, he does that to another, which 
he would not wifſh done to himſelf. Moreover, 
we ought to perform this with the greateſt mo- 
deſty; becauſe, being ourſelves full of frailties, 
and imperfections, we are, perhaps, on the 
whole, guilty of worſe things than they are. 
Care ought alſo to be taken, only to chide for 
what is culpable; not cenſuring for innocent 
freedoms, or even flight. indecorums, but for 
obvious treſpaſſes, againſt the laws of morality 
and religion. More harm than good refults: 
from advice, when this caution is not — 
to; for employed upon every ſlight, as well as 
important occaſion, it loſes its dignity, and. 


„%% 
rather frets, than corrects the temper or diſ- 
The laſt malady affecting the ſouls of men, 
which we ſhall mention, is, inability to recover 
themſelves, from their vicious courſes. The 
firſt ſtep towards amendment is, a ſerious con- 
ſideration of their ſtate, and examination of 
the evil of their ways. That theſe ſhould be 
efficacious, in alluring them to the practice of 
| holineſs, the bleſſed hopes, through a Saviours 
perfect atonement, ſet before us in the goſpel, 
ought to be clearly ſtated, according to the 
word of God; though, to fulfill the one, and 
embrace the other, are beyond the ſinners 
power, without the concurrence of divine grace. 
Men, by nature, are ſo prone to vice, that un- 
leſs the Holy Spirit, bs his powerful opera- 
tions, reſtrains, and confirms them, they never 
can be reduced to any ſtedfaſt conduct. All 
ſuch characters, we ought in ſolemn prayer, to 
recommend to the Source of Infinite Compaſ- 
ſion, beſeeching him to look in pity on them, 
to touch them with his quickening grace, and 
| - +» Taiſe them up into newneſs of life. To ex- 
| cite our ardour in this matter, let us conſider 
| the ineſtimable worth of thoſe ſouls ; their 
concerns are everlaſting, and their unchange< 
able condition through eternity, depends on 
the uſe they make of time. © _ 
Of the miſeries affecting men's bodies, let 
us now ſpeak a little; and the firſt we ſhall 
mention, is ſickneſs, or diſtreſs. How many 
thoulands have | lain for years, on beds of lan- 7 
DE pn ga ER, guiſhing, 


(wy) 


guiſhing, - worn out by flow n di- 


tempers; while others 5 childhood can ſcarce 


recollect a week's confinement, owing to ſick- 


neſs; or groan: under. any diſeaſe, till that 


comes, which ſweeps them off. The leaſt de- 
gree, however, of bodily diſtreſs, claims par- 
ticular acts of. mercy, for what are its conſe- 
ces? Even theſe. —Our ſtrength is ex- 
 hauſted,—the vigour of our ſpirits waſted, - 
our activity cramped, and the product of our 
_ Induſtry acſtroyed;. nay, our cies through 


inceflant pain, are rendered not ſimply bur. 


thenſome, but in many caſes loathſome. Are 
not theſe objects of mercy ?—Yes, they are 
and methinks I hear your generous boſoms 
cry, Where. are thoſe onely couches, that we 
may fly to wipe away the widows: tear, and 


ſhare our morſel with the orpban.—Lead, us 


to the ſequeſtered ſcenes of virtue in diſtreſs, 
or where diſappointments, joined to bodily 
pains, are painted in the cheeks of a_numerous 


family, born to better hopes; where peace and 


plenty, joined to health, were wont to diffuſe 
a general bloom. Our philanthropy ſhall cheer; 
ur intereſt befriend ;—and our pockets moſt 
readily aſſiſt; while our manner of doing all 
2 according to our reſpective abilities, 
| ſhall hide, as much as poſſible, the obligation 
from the reeeivers; 3 and tend rather to con- 
vince them, that, in our own eſtimation, the 


2 favour is done to ourſelves. And 
"ome me, my 3 ſuch conduct will 
M4 prove 


— 


5 


( . 


prove you the trueſt of — nobleſt of 
me.” CA 

And. ſo wich reſpect to the other maladiea of- 
fecting the bodies of men, as natural blemiſhes 
and defects; but theſe being the will of our 
Creator, - ought: never to meet with our ridi- 
cule, but with the greateſt tenderneſs, exem- 
plified in trying, as it were, to perluade: chem, 
that we ſee no ſuch things in them. 

Want of neceſſaries, ſuch as meat, drinks. 

lodging, or apparel, are pungent diſtreſſes; 
eſpecially to a mind fraught with ſenſibility. 
Admit many are reduced to theſe, by their own 
_ folly and indifcretion, are we therefore to! :ſhut- 
up the bowels of mercy againſt them? Do 
they ceaſe to be our ö Or 
upon ſincere repentance, are they not as much 
entitled to the goodneſs and mercy of God, as 


, we are? Where it is not imputable to them 
ſelves, can we pretend to know the reaſon, 


why the Almighty lays his afflicting hand ſo 


| Se on them; probably it is only to humble 


them, before him, that he may exalt them the 
more? What grounds have we to preſume to 


diſtribute juſtice, along with tre Supreme 
Being? Would not many who ſpurned at Job 


in the time of his calamity, upon ſeeing his 


after greatneſs, with they had acted otherwiſe ? 


Whence we infer, that inſolence, or niggard- 
lineſs, towards the poor and needy, is barba- 
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There are other maladies affecting the bo- 
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dies of men, which we ſhall not ſtate. May 


not the words of the royal Prophet, colicern- 
ing thoſe that bring the tidings of falration,. 
be alſo applied to him that wiſely doth conſider 

tlie poor man's caſe, and relieves the wretched, 
even that their feet are beautiful. Is not his 
Character divine] Can there be any othet more 
worthy of imitation ? Even the abandoned of 

mankind, are, as it were conſtrained to.venerate 


the truly charitable. Were we to give our _ 


opinion of any one from ſome particular'yirtue,. 
as characteriſtical of moral worth in general: 
T think it could not be better exprefled, than 
to ſay, that he was mild and compaſſionate. 
For it is ſcarce poſſible to imagine, theſe coul 
ever dyell in a bad heart, or where the love of 
God is not. St. Paul, that eminent poſſeſſor 
of all Chriſtian graces, had ſo high an opinion 
of oy as to give it the fixed pre-eminence; 
and to declare, that allowing he could ſpeak 
with the tongue of angels,. without charity, he 
were nothing. Remember the awful denunci- 
ation—“ He ſhall have judgment without 
mercy, who ſhe wed no mercy,” 
The laſt propoſition. in the text now claims 

our conſideration, and as the limits of this 

diſcourſe, already ſufficiently protracted, do not 
admit of entering at large on the points, a very 

JJC VVV 
The phraſe, walk humbly with 1 . 


cording to our view of ſcripture doctrine, r 


be ſuppoſed to imply, a firm belief of all re- 
e eee eee 


6 5 
vated truth; a conſcientious diſcharge of all 
commanded duty ; 3 and a daily progreſs in ex- 
perimental piety. He that cometh unto God, 
ſaith the facred word, muſt believe that he is, 
and that he is, the tewarder of them that dili- 
gently ſeek him. But he, that walks hutnbly 
with God, muſt lead a life 'of faith, depending 
on the Son of God. It implies, that we have, 
through the mighty workings of his Divine 
_ Spirit, ſeen with the deepeſt ſorrow and con- 
trition, our loſt ſtate by nature; that we, by 
ſincerę endeavours after new obedience, have 
confeſſed to the Great Searcher of Hearts, our 
moral depravity, and have fled for refuge to 
the perfect atonement of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
whoſe ſervants, bought with blood, we avow 
ourſelves to be, and are continually depending 
on him; and earneſtly praying, for heavenly 
aid to keep us from the evil of the world, till 


the time come; when diſmiſſed from frailty, + 


| imperfection, and care; we ſhall be received 
inte everlaſting habitations. Animated by theſe 
glorious proſpects, our walk will be humble 
indeed ; uniform in every part, and on every 
occaſion; ſpiritual in heart, and in life, and 
circumſpeR i in the moſt minute degree. 
Inſtead of practical inferences from the ſub- 
je&, permit me to offer ſome thoughts on this 
occaſion. This, I preſume, is complying with 
your expectations. How far, ſome, who have 
come here from curioſity, may be diſappoint- 
ed, is another matter. A panegyric adequate 
to the honours of, and various benefits I. 
rom 


/ 


£ ( o# } e 
from the craft, is no eaſy. taſk, Its having, 


| however, been ſo often attempted, by men of 


the firſt erudition, ſhall apologize for my ſay- 


ing little on that point; while I endeayour 


ſincerely, though humbly, to ſerve the ſcience, 
by expoſing the abſurdity, and weakneſs of the 
objections, uſually brought againſt it. 


Maſonry, I affirm to be a myſtic ſcience, 


wherein under apt figures, ſeſect numbers, and 


choice emblems, ſolemn, and important truths, 


naturally tending to improve the underſtanding, 
mend the heart, and to bind us more cloſely to 
one another, are moſt expreſsly contained. In 
proportion as the wiſe, the learned, and the 


ood have ſtudied it, they have loved it. But 


Hike all other virtuous characters, or things, 


it hath met with perſecution. Its enemies have 
been many; nor have its friends been few. 


Mature reflection on the characters of its ad- 


verſaries, in a great meaſure, deſtroys all they 


ſay. For in the firſt place, no truly ſenſible 
man, will ever ſpeak againſt, what he doth not 


underſtand. There are ſome bigots in their 


opinions againſt it. It is, cry they, a bad 


thing, —an unlawful. thing, —a ſinful thing. 


Why ? Becauſe we deteſt it, and abhor it. wh 
To. pity ſuch, is no mean part of Chriſtian 


love; ſince I am perſuaded, that even in good 
hearts, the firſt emotions reſpecting them, were 
thoſe of ſcorn and contempt. What uſe is it 
to reaſon with bigots, whether in religion, mo- 
rals, or politics !—they are, in fact, but fo 
many hedge-hogs ; and therefore, the beſt way 
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is, to let them, and their prickles, lay quietly 

f. , ĩͤ Tyree en | 
There are ſome who ſpeak againſt it, more 

from the vanity of faying ſomewhat on the 
point, than that they can urge a ſingle rationa] 
HObjection. If it de good, ſay they, why not 
tell it? But we apprehend, continue theſe 
_ wiſe-acres, there is nothing in it. As for word, 
—ſigns, —tokens, —all ſtuff, depend upon it, 
there are no ſuch things. Now, what genuine 
Son of Antient Maſonry, would hold converſe 
with ſuch people? Let them prattle on; —if 
it pleaſes any who hear, they muſt be as weak 
as themſelves, and it never can injure you. . 

be  weightieft objection is yet to come, 
nor will I flinch from it. Many thinking, ſe- 
rious, and judicious. perſons, argue thus: 
The reaſon why we are enemies to Maſonry 
ie, the effects, which, from cloſe obſervation, 
we have repeatedly traced. We have ſeen 
thoſe, who called themſelves warm zealous 
Maſons; moſt regular in their attendance on 
the Lodge, ready to go any lengths, both as 
to diſtance of place, loſs of time, and ex 
penees, in purſuit of Maſonry, who never ap- 
peared at church, and frequently left their fa- 
milies without bread. Others we have re- 
marked, apparently. brimful of Maſonry, and 
vaſtly fond of each Brother, doubtleſs, in the 
Lodge; according to their principles, who yet 
would cheat, deceive, and ſupplant thoſe very 
brethren in trade, and the ordinary 8 agtcre 8 
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f e They would Ss them; and 


were it practicabſe, we have beheld x Ut at- 


tempting to take, as it were, the very bread 
out of their mouths. Inſtead of being friends 
to mankind, or one another, they are liker 
wolves, preying with ferocity, on what ever 


comes in their way. 


In the firſt place, the abuſe T5 a 8 
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| no valid objection to its inherent FE ws 


; many. call themſelves Chriſtians” who are 


a diſgrace. to it, yet ultimately hurt not 
goſpel, but themſelves. - Beſides,.a man's w 
is not. to. be rated from his. own. amb. 
account of the matter, but from what he ac- 


tually, uniformly, and abſolutely is. Ihe 


Apoſtle hath told us, that 1 provideth 


not for his on, is an infidel, therefore we 
Conclude, that no good Maſon, will ever be 
| deficient, in the due performance of all moral, 
and. relative duties. If a man is negligent.in 


religious points, depend on it, he is. god, for | 


little in the Lodge. 
As to the ſecond da of the abjethion, viz. 
| that they will backbite, and injure one ano- 
ther, it * too true. But what does it prove t 
ſimply this —that in the beſt inftitutians upon 
earth, worthleſs characters het anos be 
found. In the holy family i conſiſting but 
of twelve, one was a devil. Did that wo 
the integrity of the eleven? far from it. 
lay the faults of a few, at. the Gor of lag 
xelpeRable. bodies of men who by affidu 
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Working at the craft, have done honour to 
human nature? Where the heart is bad, what 
can you expect from the tongue: After all, 
is it more than what happens in the moſt-fo- 
Jlemn duties of religion? Have there not been 
wretches, Who could go to the table of the 
Lord, and the very next day traduce the 'mo- 
ral character of the miniſter, from whoſe 
hands they received the holy facrament ? and 
if that was not making it to themſelves the cup 
of devils, I know not what the Apoſtle meant, 
when he made uſe of thoſe tem. 
' Why need I multiply words to confirm it. 
Built on, and drawn from revelation, muſt it 
not be of divine original. Adorned by the 
beneficent actions, and amiable * virtues. of 
thouſands, the firſt in point of rank, know- 
| ledge, and moral excellence, of every lan- 
guage, in every ages and in every clime, muſt - 
it not poſſeſs an inherent worth? Thou heaven. 
_ deſcended beam of light, beauty, and perfec- _ 
tion! how. oft haſt thou been the means of 
fſäaving life and property? reconciled the moſt. 
Jjarring intereſts, and converted fierceft foes 
to deareſt friends! 'On—On, then my dear 
' Brethren, purſue the great lecture, with ala- 
crity and firmneſs, cach moving on the ſquare 
| of truth, by .the compaſs of God's word, ac- 
| cording to your reſpective ſtations, in all the 
| rules of ſymmetry, order, and proportion. — 
| Nor dread when your earthly Lodge ſhalt be 
_ * diffolved, —your jewels will ſtill be ſafe; and 
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you ſhall be admitted into a more glorious 
Lodge, even an houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, where angels and ſaints 
ſhall be your fellow crafts, and companions, 
and the Supreme Architect of the Univerſe, 
your ineffably great and glorious Grand Maſ- 
des e light, —your life, - your joy, your 
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Seraphic bands all joins the lay, 
Si And hail'd creation 8 natal day. 
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＋T. was then old Chaos ſtood amaz d 

Before the Almighty's face 

Heav'n and earth aſſum'd their place: 8 
Th' all pervading hand, 

Divided ſea and i 
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Perfection glow d throughout the IS | 
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Oeleſtial ſpirits. loudly ſounding, 
Holy harps through heav'n rebounding, 
Sweep the ſtrings with touch divine, 
Maſons will the concert join, 
While the notes in higheſt ſtrain, 
Wake all nature to a ſong, 
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Praiſe to Maſons doth 8 
Maſons ! Sons of art reveal 
Tenets pure, though deep * 
Craft and Maſter wy while truth and life 
| remain. ; 
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O'er a choſen band and free, 
Such as. is bright Maſonry, 
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Virtue, all hail ! before thy ſhrine we bow, 

Exalt our minds with emulation's fire: 
To tread the paths of heroes, let us no, 
Attempt: and after endleſs fame aſpire.  . 
To our endeavours aid divine impart, == 
And grace the works myſterious of our art. 
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No to thee in this their dwelling, 
Maſons all age . 
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Oeleſtial ſpirits loudly ſounding, - 
Holy harps through heav'n rebounding, 
Sweep the ſtrings with touch divine, 
Maſons will the concert join, ; 
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Virtue, all hail ! before thy ſhrine we bow, 
Exalt our minds with emulation's fire: 
To tread the paths of heroes, let us now 
Attempt: and after endleſs fame aſpire. "op 
To our endeavours aid divine impart, 
5 And grace the works myſterious of our art. : 
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